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Porthcawl Civic Society examines small print and says... 


‘WE CAN ORDER A 
REFERENDUM ON 
REGENERATION’ 


A SHOCK call for a 
referendum on 
Porthcawl regener¬ 
ation is being made 
by Porthcawl Civic 
Society - which 
decided at its meet¬ 
ing last Thursday to 
organise a public 
meeting, at which a 
resolution will be 
put asking for the 
referendum to be 
held on this con¬ 
tentious issue. 

The society claims 
that only 10 of those 
present at the meeting, or 
a third, whichever is the 


smaller, have to support 
the move for it to be 
passed and Bridgend 
County Borough Council 
(BCBC) will then be 
obliged to organise it. 

The questions to be 
put (and there can be 
more than one, according 
to the society) will be 
devised by the organisa¬ 
tion calling for the refer¬ 
endum. 

The move, which 
could cost taxpayers up 
to £20,000, will embar¬ 
rass BCBC as it prepares 
to sign the owners’ 
agreement with the 
Evans families, which 
will bind it into a 20-year 
deal over how the profits 


REPORT by JAYNE ISAAC 


from the regeneration are 
to be divided. 

The move has been 
prompted by revelations 
in The GEM about the 
secret deal that has been 
done by the council with 
the private landowners 
involved. 

Caroline Vaughan, 
who is the secretary of 
the Civic Trust, said that 
members were angry at 
the lack of information 
that has come into the 
public arena from 
BCBC. 

“Complaints are rife 
among Porthcawl towns¬ 


people that they have 
been kept totally in the 
dark about what’s hap¬ 
pening,” she said. 

“There has been no 
public meeting since 
2007 and all decisions 
are being taken behind 
closed doors. 

“This regeneration 
scheme will reshape the 
town but, as the people 
who live here, we are 
having no influence at all 
on the plans. We are not 
even being informed of 
what’s happening. 

“If it were not for The 
Gem, we would be 


unaware of the way in 
which the profits are 
being split. Alarm bells 
are being rung as people 
fear a stitch-up.” 

Mrs Vaughan said that 
their determination to 
have a referendum had 
been hardened by the 
council’s refusal to 
answer freedom of infor¬ 
mation requests. 

“Every Fol we have 
put in has been blocked, 
with the council citing 
commercial confidential¬ 
ity. We have tried to use 
legitimate means to find 
out what’s going on but 
we have been blocked at 
every turn.” 

She pointed out that 


PENCOED PUPILS HAVE TALENT! 



| Pencoed Comprehensive pupils put on an evening of entertainment recently. See more photographs on page 9. 


Countdown to 
Lions’ book fair 

BRIDGEND Lions are busy putting the 
final touches to their charity book fair at 
the YMCA on March 4, 5 and 6. 

The book fair is now in its 17th year and is the 
largest event of its kind in Wales, with well in excess 
of 25,000 books on display. 

Committee chairman Henry Trimlett said: “As 
ever, there will be an enormous choice of books and, 
to ensure that we offer the very best value in town, 
all fiction books will now be on sale at £1 each - 
whether paperback or hardback. 

“Over the years the book fair has raised more than 
£120,000 for local good causes and, with so many 
books on offer, it is an absolute must for bargain- 
hunters who love books.” 

As usual, it will be held in the main hall at 
Bridgend YMCA from 9am to 5pm daily. Admission 
is free, with light refreshments available at a modest 
charge. 


Burglary 
at Caerau 


POLICE are investigating 
after a house was burgled in 
the early hours of Friday, 
February 18, in Caerau, 
Maesteg. 

A spokesman reported: “The res¬ 
idents of a house on Gelli Street 
were disturbed by the growling of 
their pet German Shepherd and the 
slamming of their front door short¬ 
ly after 3am. 

“They discovered that two 
mobile telephones had been stolen 
and a number of other electrical 
items had been placed, ready to 
remove. ” 

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact DC Rebecca 
Merchant on 01656 697518, or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Nightclub 
attack: police 
issue appeal 

A SERIOUS assault occurred at 
Streets Nightclub, Porthcawl, dur¬ 
ing the early hours of Saturday, 
February 19, when the male victim 
had part of his ear bitten off 
Detective Sergeant Paul Mason, of 
Bridgend CID, said: 

This appears to be an unprovoked 
attack and I am appealing for anyone 
who was in the club and witnessed the 
assault, or anyone who has any infor¬ 
mation about the incident to contact us 
on 01656 679518, or Crimestoppers free 
on 0800 555111.” 


under the Local 
Government Act of 
1972, the procedure for 
staging a referendum 
was laid out and, provid¬ 
ed that all the rules are 
complied with, BCBC 
will be unable to refuse. 

“The procedure is that 
six voters on the elec¬ 
toral register have to sign 
a piece of paper calling 
for a public meeting, and 
we hope that Porthcawl 
Town Council will come 
on board with this. 

“A notice of meeting 
will then be posted, 
advising the electorate of 
the time and place of the 
meeting”, she said 

“At that meeting, a 
motion will be proposed 
calling for a referendum 
on the questions and 
issues we have regarding 
the regeneration of 
Porthcawl. 

“If one third of those 
present, or 10 people, 
whichever figure is the 
smaller, call for the refer¬ 
endum, then BCBC is 
obliged by law to hold 
one.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 


Council looks 
to share its 
arts services 
- to cut costs 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council (BCBC) is 
looking to save 
more than £45,000 
from its arts budg¬ 
et by working with 
the Vale Council 
and five other local 
authorities to share 
certain functions. 

The other councils 
are Blaenau Gwent, 
Caerphilly, Merthyr 
Tydfil, Rhondda 
Cynon Taf (RCT) and 
Torfaen - although 
Blaenau Gwent and 
Torfaen have “post¬ 
poned” their involve¬ 
ment. 

The five councils 
still keen are to set up 
a body called ‘Arts 
Connect’ which will be 
funded by the councils, 
broadly in line with 
their current budgets, 
but with each cutting 
10 per cent 

However, program¬ 
ming at venues owned 
by councils could be 
done centrally, and it 
is through this new 
management structure 
that savings are 
expected. 

Each partner in the 
scheme will save dif¬ 
ferent amounts, 
because they have 
vastly different budg¬ 
ets. 

In the case of 
BCBC, it means that 
£45,426 will be shaved 


off the existing budget 
of £454,260. 

For the Vale 
Council, the saving is 
much smaller, as the 
budget is only £49,506 
to start with - meaning 
that a cut of £4,951 is 
aimed for. 

The disparity in 
budget is due to the 
fact that BCBC con¬ 
trols (and subsidises) 
two venues - the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl, and the 
Berwyn Centre in 
Nantymoel. 

The Vale Council 
has no arts venue on 
its books. 

The largest budget 
of the seven is at RCT, 
which has a budget of 
more than £1 million 
to fund three theatres 
(The Parc and Dare, 
Treorchy, the 
Coliseum, Aberdare, 
and the Muni, 
Pontypridd) and 47 
full time posts in the 
arts department. 

Indeed, RCT has 
been designated as 
“the lead authority”. 

It could mean that 
acts booked in one of 
RCT’s venues could 
also be booked for the 
Grand Pavilion. 

The business case 
also suggests that one 
body will be more suc¬ 
cessful in applying for 
Arts Council cash, 
rather than separate 
bodies competing with 
each other. 


Weight Loss and 
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Breathe Easy group has 
get-together in Bridgend 


MEMBERS of the 
Bridgend Breathe 
Easy group, for 
people with lung 
conditions, joined 
with groups from 
Neath and Swansea 
to plan activities at 
a recent get-togeth¬ 
er organised in 
Bridgend by the 
British Lung 

Foundation Wales. 

A spokesman pointed 
out: “Lung disease takes 
a huge toll on the people 
of Bridgend”. 

In Bridgend, there 
were 2,120 emergency 
admissions to hospital 
for respiratory diseases 
in 2009-10. The rate is 
higher than the Welsh 
average, which affects 
one in five people. 

The groups support 
people with all types of 
breathing problems, 
whether caused by asth¬ 
ma, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 
(COPD), lung cancer or 
any other lung condition. 

After the event, held 
at the Coity Community 
Centre, Adrian Bailey, 
BLF development offi¬ 
cer for south Wales, 
reported: “It was a big 
success. Having a lung 
condition can be very 



Bridgend and Neath group members planning their work. 

isolating, so it’s great 
that people came along - 
it was a chance to meet 
new people, have a 
cuppa and a chat. 

“The groups also 
compared notes about 
their plans for 2011. 

Different groups get 
involved in different 
things, such as fundrais¬ 
ing, campaigning or just 
meeting up for a chat 
but it’s great to see them 
working together.” 

Bridgend Breathe Easy 
group meets on the third 
Tuesday of the month (2- 
4pm) at the Coity Higher 
Community Centre, 

Litchard, Bridgend. For 
more information, please Helen Risby, Breathe Easy member, suggesting 
call 01792 455764. ideas for the groups’ work. 



Parties unite to urge the 
local voters to say ‘Yes' 


O N March 3, there’s a referendum 
to decide if Wales deserves a 
stronger voice. Over the last 
decade the Assembly has gradually 
grown in stature and confidence. But the 
system for making laws that affect Wales 
is slow and complicated. It wastes time 
and money. 

A ‘Yes’ vote will allow Assembly Members to 
spend less time talking about procedures and 


Expand stroke 
services in the 
Bridgend area 

- regional AM’s call 


THE LIB-DEM 
Assembly Member 
for South Wales 
West, Peter Black, 
has quizzed the 
Minister for Health 
and Social Services 
on her plans for 
expanding stroke 
services to 
Bridgend. 

Mr Black said: “A 
24/7 clot-busting acute 
stroke thrombolysis 
service is being launched 
at Morriston hospital to 
serve Swansea, but we 
are still waiting for that 
service to be delivered in 
the Princess of Wales 
hospital in Bridgend. 

“The thrombolysis 
service offers suitable 
patients an injection 
which helps to dissolve 
blood clots. It is most 
effective if administered 
within three hours of the 
symptoms of a stroke 


occurring. 

“This 24/7 service 
will mean that those who 
suffer strokes will be 
able to access treatment 
which significantly 
reduces long-term dis¬ 
ability like mobility or 
speech problems. It is 
great news for those who 
suffer strokes in 
Swansea, but we need to 
see the same service 
being delivered across 
the region. 

“I was pleased to hear 
the Minister state that 
she has asked the local 
health board to repriori¬ 
tise its services, to look 
at better coverage by the 
end of March to ensure 
the service is provided 
where needed. 

“I will continue to 
press the Minister, to 
ensure this coverage is 
provided and the 
Princess of Wales offers 
a 24/7 service as soon as 
possible,” he vowed. 


more time focusing on the problems in our com¬ 
munities. Why should Wales have to wait three 
years to improve services for people with mental 
health problems when there is all party agree¬ 
ment within the Assembly that change is need¬ 
ed? 

Why should Scotland and Northern Ireland 
(which is half our size) be allowed to set their own 
agenda when Wales can’t? 

Even though we are from different parties we 
have come together to stand united behind a 
simple principle - laws that only apply in Wales 
should be made in Wales. 

That’s what the referendum on March 3 is 
about and we need your help to get a ‘Yes’ vote. 

Please support the cross-party campaign by 
looking online at www.yesforwales.com and sign 
up to help. 

Carwyn Jones, Labour 
Ieuan Wyn Jones, Plaid Cymru 
Nick Bourne, Conservative 
Kirsty Williams, Liberal Democrat 
Roger Lewis, Chair Yes for Wales 
(SEE PAGE 18) 


Council gets extra 
cold weather cash 

BRIDGEND County Borough Council is 
to get an extra £593, 390 from the Welsh 
Assembly, to cope with the extra costs 
triggered by the big freeze in December. 

The additional money from the Welsh Assembly 
Government will assist local authorities to deal with 
urgent road repairs and refill their salt stock levels. 

Deputy First Minister Ieuan Wyn Jones said: “All 
across Wales, we have recently experienced some 
exceptionally cold weather with heavy snow, which 
has put unexpected pressures on local authorities’ 
budgets. 

“Councils’ salt supplies were severely diminished 
and potholes have developed on many roads. 

“This new money will help councils across the 
country repair their roads and restock their salt sup¬ 
plies. 

“Despite councils throughout Wales increasing 
salt stocks in advance of the winter season, the 
severity and duration of the exceptionally cold 
weather, combined with the heavy snowfall, had a 
significant impact on salt reserves.” 


'Watch 
where 
you go 
for debt 
advice!’ 

THE Bridgend MP, 
Madeleine Moon, is 
stressing the impor¬ 
tance of proper 
impartial debt 
advice, after new 
figures were 
released on the 
causes of mortgage 
arrears. 

According to the 
Society of Professional 
Mortgage Arrears 
Counsellors, only 20 per 
cent of mortgage arrears 
are caused by factors 
within direct control of 
the borrower, such as 
over-indebtedness or 
poor financial manage¬ 
ment. 

The vast majority of 
arrears (60 per cent) are 
caused by economic rea¬ 
sons, such as a loss of 
income or being made 
redundant. 

Mrs Moon comment¬ 
ed: “More people strug¬ 
gle to pay because of ill 
health, or because of a 
relationship breakdown, 
than because they man¬ 
aged their money badly 
or took on too much 
debt. 

“The Welsh seem to 
be the most financially 
prudent people in the 
UK. Only 6.7 per cent of 
mortgage arrears in 
Wales are due to poor 
financial management, 
compared to a national 
average of 13.6 per cent. 

“There is a wide¬ 
spread idea that people 
who find themselves in 
debt are normally to 
blame themselves, but 
these figures show that 
this is not true. 

“I was not surprised to 
see that people in Wales 
manage their money 
well, but there is still a 
need for proper debt 
advice and support. I 
have been lobbying the 
government for better 
regulation of those pro¬ 
viding debt management 
plans. 

“Many providers 
charge large fees for 
their services, and too 
many have be unscrupu¬ 
lous in their practices.” 

Those who are con¬ 
cerned about their debts 
can often receive advice 
from their local Citizens 
Advice Bureau, or can 
contact non-profit 
providers of debt man¬ 
agement plans such as 
Payplan on 0800 280 
2816. 
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Operation Leap nets 
speeding drivers 



Pictured: Pupils at Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Llangynwyd join 
PCSO Bella Rees on a speeding exercise outside the school on 
the busy A4063, as part of Operation Leap. 


POLICE have launched a 
crackdown on speeding 
motorists in the Llynfi valley. 

A spokesman reported that 
Operation Leap focused on tackling 
road traffic offences, predominantly 
the use of excessive speed, and includ¬ 
ed automatic number plate recognition 
exercises. 

“Mobile speeding exercises were 
also carried out to stop those travelling 
at excessive speed and issue fines. 
Unmarked vehicles were also used to 
identify those committing a range of 
offences whilst driving.” 

There were also several partnership 
exercises between Roads Policing, 
Vehicle Operator Services Agency 
(VOS A) and Bridgend County 


Borough Council checking school 
buses, and the Welsh Casualty 
Reduction Partnership camera van was 
parked at various locations throughout 
the valley monitoring speed. 

PCSO Bella Rees, who managed the 
operation, said: “The results were fan¬ 
tastic. Operation Leap produced two 
arrests, ten vehicle seizures, 17 fines 
and 22 written warnings so far. 

“Checks on school buses ferrying 
children to Maesteg Comprehensive 
and Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg 
Llangynwyd, found a total of 12 faults 
with buses. Three of those were seri¬ 
ous enough to require immediate ‘off 
the road’ notices. 

“In total, over 5,700 vehicles were 
checked during the operation.” 


Town council to hear 
of youth forum plan 


A POLICE officer 
who wants to start 
up a youth forum in 
Porthcawl, is being 
invited to a future 
meeting of 

Porthcawl Town 
Council to explain 
his ideas. 

PCSO Leighton Rees 
wrote to the town council 
seeking support for the 
forum, which would 
include the neighbour¬ 
hood policing team, local 


PACT 

meetings 

OLDCASTLE PACT, 

The Library, Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 
on March 2 at 6.30pm. 
BRACKLA PACT, 
Brackla Junior School, 
Brackla MORFA 

TOWN, Penybont 

Primary School, Minerva 
Street, on March 7 at 
6.30pm. 

MORFA WILDMILL 
PACT, The Community 
Hub, The Precinct, 
Wildmill, on March 10 at 
6.30pm. 

NEWCASTLE PACT, 

the Civic Offices, Angel 
Street, on March 7 at 
7pm. 

CEFN GLAS, 

LLANGEWYDD & 
BRYNHYFRYD PACT, 

The Pavilion, Bryntirion 
Playing Fields, Park 
View, on March 9 at 
6.30pm. 

FELINDRE, HENDRE 
AND PENPRYSG 
(PEN COED) PACT, 

Welfare Hall, Heol Y 
Groes, on March 30 at 
6.30pm. 

COITY PACT, Gilead 
Chapel Hall, Coity, on 
April 7 at 7pm. 


councillors and pupils of 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School. 

He said that that the 
forum could get to grips 
with the causes of youth 
annoyance and also the 
need for facilities in the 
town. 

He added: “I see this 
as an excellent opportu¬ 
nity to engage with the 
youth of Porthcawl and 
tackle the current culture 
of under-age drinking 
and general annoyance 
through lack of facili¬ 
ties.” 

Coun David Deere, 
leader of the 
Conservative group, said 
that the council should 
invite PCSO Rees to 
present his proposals at a 
future meeting. 

This was agreed. 

• The town council 
has agreed to pay £200 
for 20 traffic cones to be 
used for public events 
like the carnival, 
Remembrance Sunday 
and funerals. 

Police asked for finan¬ 
cial assistance as cones 
that used to be available 
have gone missing 


throughout the South 
Wales area as a result of 
poor management. 

PCSO Leighton Rees 
said that the cones would 
be kept secure within 
Porthcawl police station 
and would be used at 
Porthcawl events only. 

Coun Chris Smart felt 
that this was a small 
amount of money and 
that the council should 
purchase them. 

Coun Gerald Davies 
stated that the town was 
lucky to have police offi¬ 
cers who were so active 
and willing to show ini¬ 
tiative. Buying the cones 
would be of benefit to 
future activities large and 
small in the town. 

However, Coun John 
Bunker warned that once 
the council agreed to pay 
for this, the police could 
keep coming back, seek¬ 
ing money for other 
items. 

“We must make it 
plain that they cannot 
keep coming to us as it is 
public money,” he added. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 03) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

24 Thur 

10.29 

8.9 

22.48 

8.7 

25 Fri 

11.14 

8.3 

23.54 

8.0 

26 Sat 



12.35 

7.6 

27 Sun 

01.17 

7.6 

14.14 

7.4 

28 Mon 

02.50 

7.7 

15.33 

7.8 

01 Tues 

03.59 

8.1 

16.28 

8.3 

02 Wed 

04.51 

8.7 

17.21 

oo 

bo 

03 Thur 

05.41 

9.1 

17.59 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 
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Civic society 
make call for 
referendum 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

The council is, how¬ 
ever, not bound by the 
result of the referendum 
although it may face dif¬ 
ficulties if an over¬ 
whelming majority of 
Porthcawl residents 
express dissatisfaction 
with the proposals. 

The referendum 
could also place the 
town’s five borough 
councillors in an invidi¬ 
ous position. Labour’s 
Alana Davies is a mem¬ 
ber of the cabinet and 
has been party to the 
decisions. 

But all members - 
Liberal Democrats 
Norah Clarke and 
Gerald Davies and 
Conservatives Ken 
Watts and Rosemary 
Deere - have been kept 
informed of what’s hap¬ 
pening although they 
have been unable to 
divulge the contents of 
the confidential talks 
and reports because of 
strict protocols within 
the council. 

Concern about the 
regeneration has also 
prompted the setting up 
of a 400-strong group 
on Facebook which has 
been calling for more 
openness in the pro¬ 
ceedings. 

The call for a referen¬ 
dum is supported by 
Porthcawl Town 

Council’s Conservative 
group leader David 
Deere. 

He said that although 
there would be a cost, 
that was the price of 
democracy. 


“I am a democrat and 
I believe that the people 
are entitled to have their 
views heard. The people 
of Porthcawl should be 
given the chance to 
approve the scheme or 
otherwise and the only 
way that this could hap¬ 
pen is through a referen¬ 
dum. 

“This is a golden 
opportunity for BCBC 
to put forward their 
vision for the redevelop¬ 
ment of the town to its 
residents.” 

The call for a referen¬ 
dum follows disclosures 
in The GEM, which has 
obtained confidential 
papers discussed by the 
cabinet. These show the 
Evans family are to get 
a guaranteed £5million 
from phase one of the 
scheme, which includes 
building a new Tesco 
supermarket, and a fur¬ 
ther £10m from phase 
two that includes build¬ 
ing houses at Sandy 
Bay. 

But outside valuers 
brought in have warned 
that when the figures 
were agreed with the 
Evans in 2006, land val¬ 
ues were much higher. 

There is now a risk 
that if the sale of the 
land within the regener¬ 
ation area fails to reach 
those levels, it will be 
the council taxpayer 
who will take the hit. 

Although a 60-40 
split in profits overall 
has been agreed in the 
council’s favour, there is 
a danger that the council 
will not be able to 
realise its share of the 


The Pavilion is 
packed for the 
annual Miners’ 
Eisteddfod 2011 


PORTHCAWL’s 
Grand Pavilion was 
packed on Saturday 
for the annual 
Miners’ Eisteddfod. 

The competition con¬ 
sists of brass band events 
and attracted a good 
entry of bands. 

The eisteddfod would 
have been cancelled if 
Porthcawl Town Council 
had not stepped into the 
breach after BCBC 
pulled the plug on the 
funding last year. 

Among those in the 
audience was Porthcawl 
council leader David 
Deere, who said that he 
considered the £4,000 
sponsorship they gave as 
money well spent. 

“I walked around town 
on Saturday and the cafes 
were full, the shops were 
full and the town was 
bustling. 

“It’s obvious that this 
event draws in a lot of 
people. Brass bands have 
quite a following and 
often bring their own 
supporters with them.” 


Coun Deere said that 
the small sum donated by 
the council had been the 
catalysts for hundreds of 
people spending thou¬ 
sands of pounds in local 
businesses to come to 
town. 

He added: “But apart 
from the boost to trade, it 
is also important to retain 
the links forged over 
many decades between 
Porthcawl and the min¬ 
ing valleys. 

“This Eisteddfod 
holds a place dear in the 
hearts of not just those 
living in the former min¬ 
ing areas but also for the 
people of the town who 
have attended the 
eisteddfod over the years 
and have many happy 
memories. 

“I am glad that the 
town council was able to 
pick up the baton 
dropped by BCBC. 

“It was an excellent 
event and I want to thank 
Roger Price who is the 
main organiser for his 
hard work. Da iawn,” he 
added. 


profits. It may have to 
sell the land at lower 
prices but the amount 
going to the Evans’ will 
be unaffected. 

King Sturge, who are 
the valuers brought in, 
also warned that it 
would be at least ten 
years before the house 
building phase is likely 
to start but it could be as 
long as 20 or more 
before the market recov¬ 
ers sufficiently. 

The council will be 
faced with the choice of 
either selling for less or 
waiting to see if land 
values improve. 

And The GEM also 
discovered that the split 
in profits on the land 
being sold for the super¬ 
market deal will give 
the Evans’ their share 
upfront. 

They will get an 
immediate £4.7m from 
the £6.5m profits on that 
phase, leaving the coun¬ 
cil taxpayer with £1.7m. 
This works out at 72-28 
split in profits to the 
Evans. 

The council has 
pointed out that in later 
phases, it will get the 
lion’s share, bringing 
the ratio back to the 60- 
40 originally agreed. 


Brackla 

PACT 


THE neighbourhood 
policing team and com¬ 
munity partners will be 
holding a PACT sur¬ 
gery at Oak Tree 
Surgery, Brackla, from 
2pm-4pm on March 2, 
16; April 6, 20; May 4, 
18. 

Contact PCSO 
Meurig Coleman, on 
07805 301477 for 

details. 


E-flt 

issued 

after 

incident 


Village’s efforts bring big 
cheque to Forces’ charity! 



An e-fit of the man 
police would 
like to speak to. 
PORTHCAWL police 
have issued an e-fit 
of a man they wish 
to interview after an 
incident on Sunday, 
January 30, when it 
is alleged a man 
inappropriately 
approached a lone 
female on Marlas 
Road, Pyle. 

A spokesman said that 
she had been walking 
along Brynteg Avenue 
onto Marlas Road. She 
was not injured and the 
man made off along a 
lane behind Wickhams 
shop and into the woods. 

The man was 
described as white, 
around 40 to 50 years 
old, tall, black stubble 
beard, with a large nose. 
He had a cut or piercing 
to one eyebrow and he 
was of a big build. 

He spoke with an 
English accent and had 
a deep voice. 

He was of scruffy 
appearance, and wore a 
black zip top with a 
black jumper under¬ 
neath, black tracksuit 
bottoms, black leather 
gloves and a plain dark 
scarf. 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
Bridgend CID, on 01656 
679518 or 

Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111. 


Porthcawl Lions 
celebrate book sale 


“WHAT a weekend,” 
said Lion Don 
Tickner of Porthcawl 
Lions Club, reflecting 
on the success of the 
town Lions’ first book 
weekend of the year. 

The event, held at the 
Seabank Hotel over two 
days, attracted hundreds 
of book lovers resulting 
in a substantial amount 
of money raised for 
charity and deserving 
organisations. 

The next book sale is 
on March 19-20, again 
at the Seabank Hotel. 
Admission is free. 

Porthcawl Lions Club 
enjoyed an excellent 
social night at the Prince 
of Wales public house at 
Kenfig, thanks to social 
secretary Lion Carole 
Field. The major social 
event of the year for 
Porthcawl Lions is in 
March and that promises 
to be an excellent 
evening. 

This coming weekend 
sees the Porthcawl Lions 
in John Street on 


Saturday (February 26) 
supporting Marie Curie 
Cancer Care Daffodil 
Day. They will be there 
from 10am-4pm, so 
come along and support 
this nursing charity. 

On Sunday, it’s the 
Porthcawl Lions Fun 
Run of 38 Furlongs 
starting at the Hi Tide at 
10am. Those intending 
to take part are asked to 
register on the day by 
9.30am at the latest. To 
register online go to 
porthcawllions.org. All 
proceeds go to the 
NSPCC, this year’s cho¬ 
sen charity. 

Plans are well in hand 
for this year’s May 
Fayre being held on 
Monday, May 2. Once 
again, the venue is in the 
grounds of the Rest 
Hotel. 

Any charitable organ¬ 
isations wishing to have 
a stall are asked to con¬ 
tact Lion Gloria Ward 
on 01656772272. 

DAVID 

RICHARDS 


THE people of 
Colwinston have 
devoted the last few 
months to fundrais¬ 
ing for the charity 
Help for Heroes, 
and their efforts 
were celebrated at a 
cheque presentation 
last week.. 

The villagers were 
inspired to work for the 
charity after Ross Moore, 
the son of a local man, 
was shot and injured in 
Afghanistan. 

Ross has made a com¬ 


plete recovery, and 
receiving the cheque in a 
presentation at the 
Sycamore Tree was his 
final duty before rejoin¬ 
ing his unit out in 
Cyprus. 

One of the local fund 
raisers, Alun Austin, told 
The GEM: “The village 
has always chosen a 
charity to benefit from 
events throughout the 
year. 

“In recent years it has 
been Coity Riding for the 
Disabled, or Crohn’s 
Disease, or Velindre 
Hospital. 


“Ross’s parents, Ann 
and Mike, live in the vil¬ 
lage and, when we heard 
that Ross had been 
injured, we decided that 
this year’s charity would 
be Help for Heroes.” 

Cash was raised 
through a number of 
means, including month¬ 
ly quiz nights in the 
Sycamore Tree, dona¬ 
tions made at the village 
panto, and a large num¬ 
ber of personal dona¬ 
tions. 

The village’s New 
Year’s Day events also 
helped, with an auction 


in the pub, as well as the 
proceeds of the ‘swede 
rolling’ - a tradition that 
is a little safer than the 
much-publicised 
Gloucester cheese 
rolling! 

Alun Austin said: “We 
were all delighted to 
raise a total of £1,775, 
and it was great to have 
Ross here to receive it on 
behalf of the charity.” 

Turn to page 10 to 
read about a local sol¬ 
dier’s experiences on the 
front line 


Peer mediators on front line 
against the school bullies 



THIRTY Maesteg 
Comprehensive 
pupils, specially 
trained as ‘peer 
mediators’, are the 
first in the borough 
to receive a presti¬ 
gious anti-bullying 
award. 

Although some have 
since left school, 20 are 
still active as mediators 
from years 9, 10 and 13 
respectively. 

They work with fellow 
students and teachers to 
tackle issues linked to 
bullying, and have 
received the Diana Anti 
Bullying Award, an ini¬ 
tiative launched in 1999 
as a lasting legacy to 
Princess Diana’s belief in 


the power of young peo¬ 
ple to change the world. 

Maesteg pupils trained 
under Zenda Caravaggi, 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s 
restorative justice in 
schools coordinator, as 
peer mediators to a level 
equivalent to a GCSE. 

Year-9 pupil Ewan 
Thomas commented: 
“Peer mediation has 
helped me grow in confi¬ 
dence and boosted my 
self belief. It has also 
taught me great new 
skills, which I enjoy 
using to help other pupils 
with their problems. I 
think this will help me a 
lot in the future.” 


Pupils with the ‘anti-bullying’ certificates. 


POLICE SEEK 
TAXI DRIVER 

POLICE investigating an alleged assault 
in North Cor nelly in the early hours of 
Saturday February 19, say that the per¬ 
sons involved in the incident, three 
females and one male, were driven from 
Porthcawl to North Cornelly by taxi, and 
police need to identify the male driver of 
the taxi. 

It is believed he left the North Cornelly area prior 
to receiving payment due to the demeanour of the 
male passenger. 

Anyone with information is asked to contact the 
CID in Bridgend on 01656 679518, or Crime 
Stoppers on 0800 555111. 


£500 to greet 
the town’s 
French twins 


PORTHCAWL 
Town Council is to 
donate £500 

towards the cost of 
laying on a buffet 
and social evening 
for a party of visi¬ 
tors from St 
Sebastien sur Loire, 
their twin town. 

It takes place from 
April 23-28 and the visi¬ 
tors will be hosted by 
members of the town 
twinning association. 

Other events taking 


place include visits to 
the jazz festival and two 
under-16 rugby matches 
against Porthcawl teams. 
The young players will 
stay at Trecco Bay. 

The visitors will also 
be taken on visits to 
attractions like the Welsh 
Folk Museum, the 
Millennium stadium and 
Techniquest. 

Coun Chris Smart 
said that the council had 
made the same donation 
in 2009 when a success¬ 
ful evening was held. 


Vehicle rolls down 
the mountainside 

POLICE are appealing for witnesses fol¬ 
lowing an incident on Friday, February 18 
on the A4061 Bwlch mountain road 
between Nantymoel and Treorchy, when a 
black Land Rover Defender rolled down the 
mountainside at about 7.25pm. 

The driver was taken to hospital, but his injuries 
were not believed to be life threatening. 

Anyone with information is asked to contact PC 
Mark Johns on 01656 655555 extension 20332 or 
call 101. 



































4 - THE GEM 


p_ Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 24th, 2011 


COUNCIL TO SUPPORT 
PORTHCAWL BOXING 
CLUB’S REVAMP PLAN 


AN appeal has been 
launched to 

upgrade the build¬ 
ing which is home 
to the Porthcawl 
and Pyle Pumas 
Amateur Boxing 
Club. 

The club has been 
housed in the old pump 
house at the junction of 
New Road and 
Mackworth Road for 40 
years but says the prem¬ 
ises are now in dire need 
of repair, so a group of 
volunteers has been 
formed to raise funds. 

Fundraising officer 
Coun Norah Clarke 
wrote to Porthcawl 
Town Council seeking 
its support, in principle, 
so that grants can be 
applied for. 

Coun Clarke stated 
that the club wants to 
restore the building to its 
original state, and had 
managed to improve the 
area outside the premis¬ 
es by having walls 
repaired and bushes 
removed. 

The club has more 
than 200 members 
drawn from across the 
southern part of the bor¬ 


ough. It was named club 
of the year last year by 
the Welsh ABC and has 
regularly produced 
champions and medal 
winners at both Welsh 
and national level. 

The pump house is 
built of red brick and the 
club is keen to see that 
the refurbishment is 
sympathetic to Newton 
Primary School oppo¬ 
site, which is a listed 
building. 

Mrs Clarke’s letter 
says that the old Pump 
House is an important 
focal point at the eastern 
gateway into the town 
and to the Seven Bays 
Regeneration Project. 

The building was 
originally owned by the 
water board and built in 
1891. It has been 
extended on three sides 
but is in a poor state of 
repair. 

There are serious 
leaks from both the 
pitched roof and the flat 
roofed extension and 
these have damaged the 
ceilings. 

The metal windows 
and security grilles are 
seriously rusted and will 
not open. 

Its appearance is 


An MP meets 
minister over 
MoD project 


THE Vale MP says he 
has had a meeting 
with the Secretary of 
State for Defence, to 
discuss the latest 
stages of the review 
into defence technical 
training and to cham¬ 
pion the future of the 
St Athan project. 

Alun Cairns told The 
GEM that his objective 
was to maintain the pres¬ 
sure on the Ministry of 
Defence and underline 
the long term advantages 
of St Athan in both mili¬ 
tary and financial terms. 

He said: “The 

Secretary of State 
responded warmly and 
committed to clarifying 
the next steps shortly. 

“I recognise that the 
state of public spending 
means that we cannot 
move too quickly to our 
solution but believe that 
we are best placed to win 
through in the circum¬ 
stances. 

“The Secretary of 
State said he would come 
back to me on the exact 
timing of his next 
announcement on train¬ 
ing. 

“We are still waiting to 
see exactly what the 
Ministry for Defence 
decides to do about 
defence training, in light 
of the Strategic Defence 
and Security Review 
which recommended cut¬ 
ting back on the numbers 
involved in the military.” 

Dr Ian Johnson, the 
Plaid Cymru candidate in 
the Assembly elections, 
said that decisions over 
St Athan were being 


made at a particularly 
difficult time for the 
MoD. 

He explained: “The 
MoD is in an awful state 
after becoming involved 
in major and un-neces¬ 
sary wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq during the last 
decade under the last 
Labour government. 

“A new report pub¬ 
lished by Parliament this 
week showed that their 
procurement is an 
absolute disaster with 
over-spending balloon¬ 
ing to £8bn. 

Dr Johnson said that 
the previous UK 
Government had laid out 
the plans to cut the base 
at RAF St Athan, which 
was the livelihood for 
hundreds of people, and 
the Coalition had recent¬ 
ly confirmed that deci¬ 
sion. 

He went on: “Any 
decision on the future of 
St Athan must therefore 
be judged in the context 
of the jobs already lost in 
and around the local 
community, and the 
missed opportunities for 
the site in the past, such 
as Red Dragon, where 
the MoD were again at 
fault. 

“We must also be kept 
informed about other 
issues related to the pre¬ 
vious, flawed Metrix 
plans for St Athan, such 
as the plans for hundreds 
of houses on greenfield 
land in the area, which 
were a contentious issue 
at the time of the propos¬ 
als.” 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


detrimental to the resi¬ 
dential area nearby. 

It is hoped that its 
refurbishment will serve 
as a catalyst for further 
investment in the area. 

The building is 
owned by Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council (BCBC) and 
leased to the club. All 
the renovation work will 
be funded through local 
fund raising. 

Work needed includes 
replacing the ceilings 
and lights. The plan is to 
raise the ceiling by tak¬ 
ing away the present 
false ceiling, and taking 
the room up to the height 
of the apex. 

The club has raised 
£5,000 so far and pur¬ 
chased a new ring, 
which will be located 
beneath this open pitch 


KEITH KNIGHT is 
the latest addition 
to the membership 
of The Rotary Club 
of Bridgend, being 
the fifth Rotarian 
to be inducted since 
August. 

The Rotary Club of 
Bridgend was founded in 
1925, so being a part of 
the ‘big society’ comes 
naturally to a Bridgend 
Rotarian - men and 
women who are mem¬ 
bers of a worldwide 
organisation of business 
and professional people 
united in serving com¬ 
munities at home and 
internationally - to pro¬ 
mote peace and under¬ 
standing throughout the 
world. 

A Rotarian can visit 


roof, which will be fitted 
with new lighting. 

The showers also 
urgently need replace¬ 
ment. It is proposed to 
incorporate the public 
conveniences located 
within the building into 
the club, providing more 
space through new inter¬ 
nal entrances. 

Coun Clarke added: 
“Our hope is that suc¬ 
cessfully seeing through 
this project will go some 
way towards pump 
priming the revitalisa¬ 
tion of the Porthcawl 
east central business 
area, and improve the 
visual amenity.” 

Conservative group 
leader Coun David 
Deere urged the council 
to give its support: “We 
should write the letter 
they have asked for, giv¬ 
ing our support and we 
should also refer the 
matter to our capital 
projects committee. 


any Rotary Club in any 
part of the world and be 
‘recognised’ as a friend 
with high ethical stan¬ 
dards and values. 

We meet at the 
Heronston Bridgend 
each Monday, if you are 


“I expect the club to 
look to us for some 
funding and we need to 
have some firm esti¬ 
mates of the costs and 
details of the proposals. 

“We expect them to 
look elsewhere for fund¬ 
ing first, and then come 
to us for a top-up. 

“This is a very daunt¬ 
ing building from the 
outside - very 
Dickensian. 

“The whole of the 
area could benefit from 
this investment.” 

Coun John Bunker 
pointed out that the club 
was not actually asking 
for money at the 
moment, just for a letter 
of support. 

It was agreed to send 
the letter of support 
immediately and to refer 
the scheme to capital 
projects, once informa¬ 
tion about the plans and 
the costs had been 
received. 


like minded and want to 
offer your ‘service’ and 
think Rotary may be for 
you, come and attend a 
few meetings. 

Call Dianne on 01656 
658595 to be booked in. 

DG 


‘Big Society’ is not new 
to Bridgend Rotarians! 



President John congratulates Keith Knight 
on becoming a Rotarian. 


VA Newman Glass Quiz League round-up 

High scorers set pace 


THERE were fairly 
high scores in most 
matches on 

February 14 , the 
highest being 59 by 
Royal Oak Nomads. 

They picked up quite 
a few bonuses from 
Coychurch Wanderers, 
who, admittedly were 
missing one regular 
through sickness and 
could only manage 31. 

The leaders 

Llangewydd Arms had a 
worthy 57-40 win at 
Oldcastle A and 
Mackworth Arms 
returned to form with a 
48-42 victory against 
luckless Tondu Railway 
Club. 

There was a similar 
score (49-41) in the 
game between Maesteg 
Catholic Club and 
Laleston Inn A. 

Tyrisha Royals had 
another good result ver¬ 
sus Llynfi Arms, winning 


47- 39. In Division 2, 
there was another defeat 
for former all-conquer¬ 
ing Six Bells: Their lead 
at the top has been 
reduced to three points 
due to a 58-38 loss at 
Cabo Roche, who are 
now joint third. 

Laleston Inn B move 
to second place after a 
51-36 win at Pyle RFC 
and Oldcastle B got off 
the bottom by winning 
50-42 at Pheasant 
Gamekeepers. 

Oddfellows Arms also 
pulled away from the 
foot of the table by beat¬ 
ing Pheasant Poachers 

48- 43 and finally, 
Llangeinor AFC must be 
satisfied with their per¬ 
formance at Heol-y-Cyw 
RFC. 

They led 26-24 after 
written section, Heol-y- 
Cyw levelled at 30-all 
after the individual, but 
it was one-way traffic 
from then on Llangeinor 


ran out winners by 53 - 
38. 

HERE are your 
weekly teasers: 

1. In botany, what 
name is given to any 
plant lasting more than 
two years? 

2 . W h i c h 
Shakespearian tragedy 
takes place in both 
Venice and Cyprus? 

3. Who did Holland 
beat in the semi-finals of 
the 2010 football World 
Cup? 

4. In which town or 
city, better known for its 
beer, is the company 
headquarters of the car 
manufacturer Skoda? 

A RUDGE 
(Hon Sec BGQL) 
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Street PACT initiative 
launched in Bridgend 


NEIGHBOUR¬ 
HOOD policing 
officers have devel¬ 
oped the Street 
PACT scheme, for 
residents to discuss 
issues in the com¬ 
fort of their own 
homes. 

Street PACT will see 
laminated cards being 
delivered to local house¬ 
holds. The cards specify 
a time when officers will 
be back in the street later 
that day. If residents 
wish to discuss any 
issues, they simply dis¬ 
play the card in a front 
window of their home 
for the officers to see. 

PCSO Rob Newman 
explained: “We are 
aware that for a variety 
of reasons it can be diffi¬ 
cult for some members 



ABOVE: 

PCSO Rob Newman discusses 
issues with Mrs Lee. 


of the community to 
make it to their local 
PACT meetings. Street 
PACT will resolve this 
problem.” 

One resident, Mrs 


Lee, from Bridgend, 
said: “It’s a really good 
idea for the local officers 
to come to us. It will 
make things a lot easier 
for many people.” 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 
Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 
E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 



School 

Friends 

THERE will be an 
inaugural meeting of 
Friends of Cynffig 
Comprehensive School 
in the school on 
Tuesday, March 1, at 
6.30pm. 

At present the teach¬ 
ing staff and one or two 
parents meet; however, it 
is hoped that this can be 
developed, with more 
parents becoming 
involved, so that eventu¬ 
ally they can apply for 
charity status. 

This would certainly 
be a big help and sup¬ 
port to the school. If you 
have children at the 
school and are interested 
in getting involved, you 
would be welcomed at 
the meeting to help get 
this initiative off to a 
flying start. 

For further details, 
call the school on 01656 
740295 and ask for Mrs 
Jean White. 

Computer 

classes 

DUE to public demand, 
the ‘computer classes 
for the terrified’, held 
by Gerald O’Sullivan 
at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
will now be held on a 
Tuesday from 10am- 
12pm, as well as on a 
Monday and 
Wednesday. 

These classes are very 
popular with people who 
have never used a com¬ 
puter - and are possibly 
frightened by the 
thought of trying. 

Gerald allows you to 
go at your own pace 
without having to stick 
to a course or take tests 
after a certain period. 

After achieving their 
goal, and learning to 
send emails and surf the 
web, many have formed 
new friendships and con¬ 
tinue to attend. 

They not only contin¬ 
ue to improve their skills 
but enjoy meeting up 
and having a chat during 
and after the session 
over a cup of tea and 
biscuits. 

Gerald said that it’s 
great to see the commu¬ 
nity spirit returning to 
the village. For further 
details of these courses, 
telephone 01656 
749754. 


Pisgah ladies 

IN their efforts to raise 
as much money for 
good causes during this 
year, the Pisgah Ladies 
Fellowship start their 
2011 programme with 
a cawl supper, on 
March 3 at 7.30pm. 

This is your chance to 
have night out in great 
company and have a 
good old chat over one 
of their famous suppers! 
For details, telephone 
Karen on 01656 740684. 

Slimmers 

A GROUP of ladies 
from Kenfig Hill, have 
got together to form 
the ‘Fat Club’, with the 
aim of encouraging 
each other to lose 
weight. 

They do not have a 
programme available 
such as offered by many 
of the national slimming 
clubs. 

They hope to achieve 
weight loss by swapping 
ideas on past efforts, 
such as different diets 
they may have tried, 
passing on information 
about new low fat foods 
that are now available - 
and generally encourag¬ 
ing each other to stick to 
whatever regime they 
wish to follow in order 
to lose weight. 

If you fancy trying 
this new way of losing a 
bit of weight, why not 
drop in to the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Kenfig Hill and meet the 
ladies on a Tuesday, 
anytime between 9.30am 
and 11am, or call 01656 
749754for more details. 

Community 

Watch 

IN a further effort to 
keep our roads safe 
locally, PC Gerry 
McKay and PCSO Jon 
Howe joined force with 
VOS A (Vehicle and 
Operator Services 
Agency) and the com¬ 
mercial vehicle unit 


around the Pyle area. 

The aim was to ensure 
that commercial vehicles 
being driven had up to 
date MoTs and that the 
drivers had the correct 
identification visible. 

Several drivers were 
spoken to regarding 
their badges and one 
vehicle was issued with 
a ‘direction to return to 
its depot’ as there was a 
defect that needed atten¬ 
tion, and it has to take 
and pass a new MoT 
before being allowed 
back on the road. 

If you have any con¬ 
cerns or information 
about any issues in your 
area, telephone PCSO 
Jon Howe on 07805 
301491. 

Mothers’ 

Union 

KENFIG Hill Mothers’ 
Union will hold its next 
meeting on March 3 at 
2pm in the new Theo’s 
‘Royal Jewels’, every¬ 
one is welcome. 

The ministry team 
point out that the family 
service on Sunday, 

March 6, will now be 
held at 9.30am. 

Ash Wednesday 
Eucharist on March 9, 
will be held at 10am in 
St Theodore’s Church, 
Kenfig Hill and at 7pm 
in St Coleman’s Church, 
Cefn Cribwr. 

Golden 

wedding 

MANY congratulations 
to well known local cou¬ 
ple, Ray and Jean Tarr, 
who celebrate their 
golden wedding today. 

Ray and Jean, who 
have lived in the same 
house since getting 
married 50 years ago, 
will be having a quiet 
celebration with their 
son David, his wife 
Tracey and grandchil¬ 
dren William and 
Hollie. 
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Anniversary service for Sandville attracts 
a congregation of supporters to All Saints 



THIS year, the Sandville Self Help 
Centre is celebrating the 29th anniver¬ 
sary of its foundation, and on April 6, it 
will be its 20th anniversary at Sandville 
Court, Ton Kenfig. 

The annual Service of Thanksgiving was held at 
All Saints recently. It was attended by the Mayor 
and consort of Bridgend county borough, Coun 
Colin and Mrs Gloria Teesdale; the Mayor of 
Porthcawl and consort, Coun Mary Emment-Lewis 
and Bobbie Lewis; Beverley Humphreys, High 
Sheriff of Mid Glamorgan; Madeleine Moon MP 
and BBC Wales presenter Roy Noble and Elaine 
Noble. The First Minister, Carwyn Jones, AM for 
Bridgend, was represented by his father; 

The Rev Canon Philip Masson, Rector of the 
Parish of Porthcawl with Newton-Nottage, wel¬ 
comed the large congregation. Rev Irving Hamer, 
former chaplain at Sandville, conducted the service. 

The address was given by former Bishop of 
Llandaff, the Right Rev Roy Davies. The theme of 
his address was ‘service’. 

A tribute to the work of the Sandville Self Help 
Centre and its founder, Sister Gwyneth Poacher, 
MBE, was given by Ilora Gillian Finlay, Baroness 
Finlay of Llandaff. 

Following the Blessing by Bishop Roy, most 
members of the congregation migrated to Sandville 
for tea and light entertainment. The latter consisted 
of the Porthcawl Ukulele Band and the Newton 
Green Morris Dancers, who gave a repeat perform¬ 
ance of their highly successful act at the Hi-Tide 
during the Twelfth Night fancy dress evening held 
at the Hi-Tide. 

•At the Sandville, Arthur Beale presented 
Gwyneth Poacher with a cheque for £7,500 
(above) the proceeds from the Twelfth Night 
fancy dress evening in the Hi-Tide Inn. 



ABOVE: Cutting the cake at the Sandville. 




ABOVE: Coun Mary Emment-Lewis and 
consort Bobby Lewis arrive at the Service. 


BELOW: Rev Roy Davies 
and Rev Irving Hamer. 





ABOVE: Clergy looking at the exhibition at All Saints Church 
commemorating the 400th anniversary of the King James Bible. 




ABOVE: The Newton Green Morris Dancers. 




ABOVE: The Porthcawl Ukelele Band entertained at the Sandville after the service. 


ABOVE: 
Gwyneth Poacher 
with prospective 
medical students 
from local schools 
who volunteer at the 
Sandville. 


RIGHT: 
Gwyneth with Ilora 
Gillian Finlay, 
Baroness Finlay 
of Llandaff. 































































6 - THE GEM 


p. 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 24th, 2011 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 iy n -Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 




Church 

panels 

IN December 2010, 
the east window at 
St David’s Church, 
Wyndham, was 
installed using the 
centre three panels 
originally installed 
in St John’s Baptist 
Church, Ogmore 
Vale. 

These three panels 
had been installed in St 
John’s church about 
1947, as a memorial to 
those who perished in 
World War Two - paid 
for by donations from 
parishioners and resi¬ 
dents of Ogmore Vale. 

St John’s church 
unfortunately closed in 
2004; so the centre three 
panels were removed by 
Church Glass and stored 
in their premises until 
money could be raised to 
install them in St 
David’s Church.. 

There is still remedial 
work to be carried out 
on the stonework sur¬ 
rounding the windows, 
which should be com¬ 
pleted this year, 2011. 

The original centre 
panel in the east window 
in St David’s Church 
will be moved to the 
west window. It was 
originally installed in St 
Peter’s Church, 
Nantymoel. 

A description of the 
three panels now in the 
east window is as fol¬ 
lows: There is an 
inscription at the bottom 
of the centre panel 
which reads - “To the 
glory of God and in 
proud thanksgiving for 
those of this parish who 
made the Great Sacrifice 


1939 - 1945. 

“Rest eternal grant to 
them o Lord.” 

Above the inscription 
is St George and the 
dragon. Over St George 
is Christ in majesty. 

The right hand panel 
is of St John the Baptist; 
the left hand panel 
depicts St David, patron 
saint of Wales. 

A few weeks ago, I 
wrote how important 
these churches and 
chapels were to the 
Welsh heritage. 

St David’s is a fine 
example and let us hope 
it will be preserved for 
communal use. 

I would like to thank 
Michael for providing 
this information. 

WI news 

EUNICE WILLIAMS, 
president of Aberkenfig 
and District Women’s 
Institute, opened the 
meeting on February 9 
with a warm welcome 
to all members, espe¬ 
cially to Mrs Maureen 
Pearce, who has 
returned to the fold 
after some years’ 
absence. 

The president listed 
future events: Friday 
night hop in North 
Comelly Community 
Centre, March 25; floral 
art demonstration and 
federation lunch, 
Aberavon Hotel, Port 
Talbot, April 12; table 
tennis day in Coity 
Higher community cen¬ 
tre, April 18; National 
Federation Women’s 
Institutes of Wales annu¬ 
al conference in Llanelli; 
April 20; Spring Council 
meeting of the 
Glamorgan Federation in 
Porthcawl; May 4; fun 
with a map and learn 


about orienteering in 
Cardiff on May 11; any¬ 
one can sing day in Port 
Talbot College, May 14. 

The speaker, Mrs 
Joyce James, gave an 
interesting talk on tradi¬ 
tional nursery rhymes 
and surprised members 
with meanings behind 
old favourites. She was 
thanked by Gillian 
Williams. 

The raffle was won by 
Mair Starr and Maureen 
Pearce and the competi¬ 
tion for an item begin¬ 
ning with the letter ‘B’ 
was won by Mair with a 
Bible. 

There was a discus¬ 
sion regarding a fish and 
chip lunch to take place 
on April 27, and the 
annual lunch will be 
held at the Nicholls 
Arms in Coytrahen. 

Further discussion 
will take place at the 
next meeting regarding 
an outing to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of 
Aberkenfig & District 
WI in June. Eunice 
thanked the tea hostesses 
Dorothy Kingston and 
Hilary Crocombe for 
their sterling work. 

The next meeting will 
be on March 9 at 2pm in 
the Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 
The speaker will be Ann 
Fox whose subject will 
be ‘Weavers, Spinners 
and Dyers’. 

The competition will 
be for an item beginning 
with the letter ‘E’ and 
there will be a sales 
table. Visitors and new 
members welcome. 

More information 
about Aberkenfig and 
District WI can be found 
on the Bridgend 
Cobwebs website ie: 
www. cobwebs, co. uk 

Suppertime 

The parishioners of 
Llansantffraid, Betws 
and Aberkenfig will 
hold a fish and chip 
supper in St John’s 


Church, Aberkenfig, 
church hall on March 3 
at 7pm. 

Tickets will be £5 and 
the money raised will go 
to parish funds. 
Telephone Lorna on 
01656 657407for 
details. 

Church 

benefit 

ALL Saints Church, 
Pen-y-Fai will benefit 
from a quiz night, 
together with a sausage 
and chips supper in 
The Pheasant on 
March 1 at 7pm. 

Tickets cost £6 and 
money raised will be 
donated to church funds. 

Choir 

dates 

Cor Meibion Cwm 
Garw (Garw Valley 
male voice choir) con¬ 
gratulates Robert 
Wood and Claire Waite 
on their forthcoming 
marriage in St Cein’s 
Church, Llangeinor, on 
February 26, where the 
choir will lead the 
singing. 

On March 2, the choir 
will be performing in a 
St David’s Day concert 
at Betws Primary 
School, with the school 
choir and dancers. 

The choir is rehears¬ 
ing to take part in the 
‘festival of a thousand 
voices’ which is cele¬ 
brating its Golden 
Jubilee anniversary in 
the MEN arena, 
Manchester, on March 
24, 2012. 

There are 21 items 
planned. 

The choir welcomes 
new members who 
would appreciate the 
opportunity of taking 
part in this prestigious 
concert. 

Rehearsals take place 
in the upstairs room of 
Pontycymer rugby club 
on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 6.45pm. 


Support 

group 

A CLINICAL support 
group has been formed 
to provide advice and 
information to patients, 
family members and 
friends of those who 
have had surgery for 
problems with bowel or 
bladder. 

The support group 
will be meeting in the 
residents’ block commu¬ 
nity hall of the Princess 
of Wales hospital on 
Friday, February 25, 
between 2pm-3.30pm. 

For details, telephone 
Jackie on 07843 988432. 

Choir 

practice 

MAESTEG Gleemen 
male voice choir, which 
has seen a large 
increase in its member¬ 
ship, is busy rehearsing 
for its annual concert. 

Alun Hodges (musical 
director), Suzanne 
Hodges (accompanist) 
and Geraint John 
(deputy accompanist) 
have been rehearsing 
with the choir three 
nights a week since the 
start of the year for the 
concert in Maesteg 
Town Hall on Saturday, 
March 26 at 7pm. 

The compere will be 
BBC presenter Chris 
Needs and the soloist, is 
up and coming baritone 
Gary Griffiths. 

Head’s praise 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school, 
Llangeinor’s head¬ 
teacher Martin 
Griffiths, has praised 
eight pupils who com¬ 
peted in the recent 
cross-country inter¬ 
schools tournament at 
Pencoed 

Comprehensive School: 
Amber Croale, Ffion 
Deere, Carl Danter, 
loan Davies, Kai Lewis, 
Mia Lewis, Rhodri 
O’Brien and Jake 


RIGHT: The stained 
glass windows at 
St David’s Church, 
Wyndham. 


Whitefield. 

He invites responsible 
adults of pupils, friends 
and governors of the 
school to the St David’s 
Day concert in the 
school hall at 9.30am. 

Celebration 

OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir will be per¬ 
forming at a concert in 
Heol y Cyw welfare 
hall this Saturday 
(February 26) at 7pm, 
to raise money for the 
local community. 

A musical evening at 
the Canolfan Bethlehem 
Centre, Commercial 
Street, Ogmore Vale, on 
March 1, at 7pm, is a 
special St David’s Day 
celebration, organised by 
the choir and titled 
‘Cawl a Chan’ (Soup 
and Song). 

Under musical direc¬ 
tor Eira Paskin (a retired 
school teacher), along 
with their accompanists 
Debbie Lewis and Katrin 
Jenkins, this choir is 
renowned for its choral 
renditions throughout 
south Wales. 

Also performing on 
the evening will be the 
Coety singers and there 
will be a culinary feast 
of home-made cawl, 

Bara Brith and Welsh 
cakes. 

Tickets are available 
from John on 01656 
841429 or any choir 
member. 

The male voice choir 
rehearses at the Canolfan 
Bethlehem Centre on 
Thursday evenings, 
where visitors and 
prospective new mem¬ 
bers are welcomed. 

In the swim 

OGMORE Vale pri¬ 
mary school head Paul 
Booth, reminds respon¬ 
sible adults of pupils in 
year-4, that their chil¬ 
dren will be commenc¬ 
ing swimming lessons 
from Monday, 

February 28 for two 
weeks. 

The school is collect¬ 
ing all Tesco and 
Sainsbury vouchers - 
please bring them to the 
school. 

Tondu 

primary 

FOLLOWING the 


Bridgend CBC decision 
to close Pandy infants 
school and extend the 
catchment area for 
Tondu Primary School 
from September, the 
governing body and 
staff will be starting to 
plan the next school 
year. 

Final decisions cannot 
be made until the new 
budget for the joint 
school is published in 
September. 

In order to allow 
responsible adults to 
voice concerns, there 
will be a drop-in event at 
Pandy School on 
Tuesday, March 8, at 
9am, and in Tondu 
Primary School on the 
same date at 6pm. 

Mrs Pugh, the acting 
headteacher of Pandy 
Infants School, has 
requested that she stands 
down in that post from 
February 28 but will 
remain at the school. 

Mrs Pilcher, head¬ 


teacher at Tondu, will be 
the acting headteacher 
for Pandy Infants for the 
remainder of the 
school’s academic year. 

The governors of both 
schools have thanked 
Mrs Pugh for her dedica¬ 
tion to Pandy Infants 
through this difficult 
period. 

I personally knew Mrs 
Pugh when she was at 
Brynmenyn Primary 
School and she was very 
much admired at that 
school. 

Tondu Primary School 
will be starting family 
learning sessions for 
nursery children and 
their responsible adults 
from March 2 at 9.30am. 

Cancellation 

THE steam driven 
locomotive due to pull 
a train to Fishguard 
via Bridgend on St 
David’s Day has been 
cancelled because of 
problems with its boil¬ 
er. 


St David’s Day 
firework display 

A BONFIRE NIGHT firework display - 
postponed because of bad weather last year 
- will be staged instead on St David’s Day. 

The Association of Friends of Wick and 
Marcross Church in Wales Primary school is stag¬ 
ing the event at the sports pavilion, Wick, from 6pm 
to 8pm, on Tuesday, March 1. 

A spokeswoman said: “Entry to the event will be 
free and it is set to be a fun-packed family evening. 

“Children are welcome in Welsh dress, there will 
be food and beverages, a raffle and fireworks” 

She added: “Please note that parking is not 
allowed inside the sports field and although chil¬ 
dren are not allowed to bring sparklers to the event, 
there will be glow sticks on sale.” 


Who wants to build what and where in the county^ borough £ 


STCynwyds Church (Rev G 
Blyth) - St Cynwyds 
Church, Llangynwyd, 
Maesteg - Various works to 
various trees within the 
grounds of St Cynwyds 
Church. 

Mr B O’Connel - Eyre 
Court House, Newton 
Nottage Road, Porthcawl 

- Canopy reduction of 
group of trees by 25 per 
cent, remove any cross rub¬ 
bing growth and maintain 
shape. 

Mr Roger Michael - 
Brynhaulog, Heol yr 
Ysgol, Coity - 
Maintenance of copper 
beech in front garden and 
conifer to the side of house. 
HSBC Bank Pic - Unit 7, 
Kings way, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate - New 
fascia sign to front and rear, 
projecting sign and internal¬ 


ly applied window informa¬ 
tive signage. 

Mr Steve James - 54 
Glanafon Terrace, 

Maesteg - Single storey 
extension to gable elevation 
for disabled person. 

Mrs J E Joseph - Grove 
Cottage, Grove Farm, 
South Cornelly - Change 
of use from bed and break¬ 
fast to residential dwelling. 
Mr C Davies - Westerleys, 
Kenfig - Demolish existing 
building and replace with a 
new building for new 
garages, exercise room, 
storage room and shower. 
Mr Homeyard - 20 
Chantal Avenue, Penyfai, 
Bridgend - Proposed front 
dormer extension. 

Mr Julian Waters - 4 Larch 
Close, The Burrows, 
Porthcawl - Playroom and 
porch extension. 


Mrs A Parfitt - 
Caergymrig Farmhouse, 
Garth, Maesteg - 
Reinstatement of 
Caergymrig Farmhouse. 

Mr Brian Hodges - 16 Llan 
Road, Maesteg - 
Conservatory addition onto 
existing rear balcony. 

Mr S P Thomas - 13 
Felindre Avenue, Pencoed 

- Inclusion of land into cur¬ 
tilage of property and erect 
2.4m high palisade fence. 
Bethel Chapel - High 
Street, Laleston - 
Extension for new chapel 
and vestry, convert ext. 
chapel to foyer and hall to 
WC/kitchen and demolish 
rear WC. 

Mr Williams-21A 
Newcastle Hill, Bridgend 

- Install new traditional 
vertical sliding window to 
front elevation on second 


floor (article 4 direction). 

Mr and Mrs G M Rees - 7 
Heol y Bardd, Bridgend - 
First floor extension over 
existing flat roof accommo¬ 
dation and single storey 
extension to rear. 

Mr Robert Mainwaring - 8 
Prince Road, Kenfig Hill - 
Single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mrs D Aylmore - 26 
Meadow Street, 
Pontycymmer - Two 
storey rear extension. 
Parkcare Homes (No.2) Ltd 
- Grove House, Heol-y- 
Cyw, Bridgend - Change 
of use of existing dwelling 
to care home (use class C2). 
Darren Bridgeman - 
Garage and premises, 
Fenton Place, 
Pontycymmer - Erect tim¬ 
ber frame, steel sheet panel 
fencing across frontage. 


Ms Christine Davies - Rear 
of 11 The Retreat, 
Porthcawl - Four bedroom 
dwelling house with inte¬ 
gral garage. 

Mrs Amanda Atkinson - 24 
Park Avenue, Porthcawl - 
Single storey extension to 
side of property. 

Principality Building 
Society - 22 Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend - 
Alteration and conversion 
of first and second floors to 
two one-bedroom flats (list¬ 
ed building consent). 

R Ivey and D Tidy - Old 
School Court, School 
Terrace, North Cornelly - 
two terraces of three two- 
bedroom houses with cen¬ 
tral access and parking area 
behind. 

Mr Jeff Jones - 7 Heol 
Ton, Ton Kenfig - Front, 
side and rear extension, 


garage and loft conversion. 
Mr Victor Keseru - 8 
George Thomas Avenue, 
Brynmenyn Industrial 
Estate - Change of use to 
recycling unit. 

Mr J E and G J Morgan - 
45 Heol y Geifr, Pencoed - 
Loft conversion and dormer 
projections and ext creating 
granny annex - resub of 
refusal P/10/838/FUL. 

Cefn Cribbwr Royal British 
- Old Ambulance Hall 
site, Bedford Road, Cefn 
Cribwr - Outline applica¬ 
tion for residential develop¬ 
ment (two dwellings) with 
access off Bedford Road. 

Mr Chris Smith - Willow 
Cottage, 54 West Road 
Porthcawl - Single storey 
side extension, rebuild 
chimney stack, remove 
hedge and replace with 
boarding fence. 


Mr Christian Phillips - 17 
Fairfax Crescent, 
Porthcawl - Single storey 
extension, conservatory and 
render part front elevation. 
Mr Russel John - 83 
Newton Nottage Road, 
Porthcawl - Demolish 
existing bungalow and erect 
four- bedroom detached two 
storey house. 

HD Ltd - Victoria House, 
38-40 Dunraven Place, 
Bridgend - Proposed 
extension, refurbishment 
and new gates. 

Aaron Photography - 59 
Commercial Street, 

Kenfig Hill, Bridgend - 
Proposed shop front 
improvements and new 
ramped access. 
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FORMER FIRST MINISTER’S MESSAGE 


‘Voting No would show 
Westminster that 
Wales does not count’ 

- says Rhodri Morgan 



DURING a speech in 
Barry on Friday, 
February 18, Wales’ 
former First Minister, 
Rhodri Morgan, told 
representatives of the 
Vale community that 
a ‘YES’ vote in the 
referendum on March 
3 would demonstrate 
the confidence of 
Welsh people in their 
abilities within the 
democratic process. 

Mr Morgan warned 
that if people voted ‘no’ 
it would be sending a 
message to Westminster 
that “we don’t count”. 

Currently, Assembly 
Members have to ask for 
permission from London 
before they can pass 
laws in areas that are 
already the responsibility 
of the Assembly. 

Mr Morgan, and those 
backing the ‘Yes for 
Wales’ campaign, argue 
that if the country is 
given the flexibility of 
being able to make law¬ 
ful changes in existing 
devolved areas, it will 
save time, expense, and 
lead to quicker progress 
on vital issues. 

Speaking to people 
from the public, private 
and voluntary sectors, 
and local councillors at 
Vale AM Jane Hutt’s 
spring working breakfast 
in Barry College, Mr 
Morgan insisted: “The 
issue at stake is really 
about what kind of view 
people in Wales have 
about their abilities in 


the democratic process. 
Getting these powers 
will mean cutting the 
apron strings with 
Westminster. 

“We are not talking 
about wider areas, but 
deeper powers in 
devolved areas.” 

He said that in the 
days when devolution 
had been debated ‘no’ 
campaigners had predict¬ 
ed that it would cause 
conflicts between north 
and south Wales, valleys 
and coastal towns, Welsh 
speaking people and 
non-Welsh speaking 
people, that it would 
represent the worst about 
Wales and lead to “jobs 
for the boys” - predic¬ 
tions which had all 
failed to materialise. 

Mr Morgan said: “I 
think we disproved most 
of those canards. 

“Another canard by 
the business community 
was that it would cost 
jobs, but that was dis¬ 
proved because there are 
now another 120,000 
jobs, despite a reces¬ 
sion.” 

Mr Morgan said that 
the UK Government 
took account of Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, 
and that it was up to 
Wales to fight for its 
profile too, otherwise the 
view from Westminster 
would be: “Don’t worry 
about Wales - they don’t 
count.” 

Jane Hutt AM illus¬ 
trated why she thought it 
was important that peo¬ 


ple voted ‘Yes’, by high¬ 
lighting two areas in 
which the powers would 
have helped. 

She told The GEM: 
“We have just passed an 
important law to ensure 
that all new homes are 
fitted with fire sprin¬ 
klers, thanks to Ann 
Jones AM, who worked 
in the Fire Service 
before she became an 
Assembly Member. 

“We all backed this 
new law which makes 
Wales the first in the 
world to make fire sprin¬ 
klers mandatory in new 
homes, but it took three 
and a half years to get it 
on the statute book. 

“We have also been 
hampered in supporting 
Stuart’s Campaign to 
introduce new laws to 
make school transport 
safer because of the time 
it has taken to get per¬ 
mission from 
Westminster to pass laws 
in areas of policy we are 
responsible for in Wales. 

“We need to put this 
right and we can do that 
by voting yes on March 
3 to speed up our law 
making powers without 
having them to be con¬ 
sidered in Westminster 
which slows the process 
down.” 

• The ‘law-making ’ 
referendum is to be held 
on Thursday, March 3. 
To be able to vote, people 
must be registered. 
Information is available 
at www. electoralcom- 
mission.co.uk 


Forum learn about 
the Welsh Arsenal 


NOT everyone in Barry is aware 
of the achievements of the huge 
arsenal built just before the 
Second World War in the fields of 
Bridgend. 

That was a time when Barry had 
many problems of its own with which 
to contend and so it was opportune, at 
the last meeting, to be reminded of 
what was happening ‘down the road’ in 
Bridgend during this grim period in 
our history. 

Mr Michael Chubb, a local expert 
and author of an interesting book on 
this subject made the planning and his¬ 
tory of the Bridgend Arsenal into a fas¬ 
cinating and illuminating talk for the 
Barry Men’s Forum. 

Some great wartime enterprises con¬ 
tinue to impinge on those living today 
because of the concrete and physical 
memorials their existence have on the 
present day landscape. 

However, the Bridgend arsenal, 
although employing 32,000 workers, 
having a hostel for 2,000 woman work¬ 
ers, a huge complex of tunnels, 26 
miles of railway lines and acres of fac¬ 
tory buildings has left very little to be 
remembered by. 

The only prominent building 
remaining is the old headquarters 
which was imposing in its day and is 
imposing in its current incarnation as 
the South Wales Police Headquarters. 
The reservoir needed for the complex 
and the water supply well are also still 
functioning. 

Initially, it was thought that many 
more local people would need to be 
employed, because of inexperience, 


than would be needed if a site had been 
chosen in the London area, where the 
historic Arsenal at Woolwich was situ¬ 
ated. 

The authorities were pleased to find 
that those who flocked to find well- 
paid employment at the Welsh Arsenal 
were able to perform with as much 
skill as their English counterparts and 
numbers were actually reduced when 
this was realised. 

During the construction phase 20 
workers were killed (one of them from 
‘sunstroke’) and throughout the war, 
injuries and fatalities continued, since 
munition work, of any kind, is danger¬ 
ous. 

The high wages earned at the arse¬ 
nal were sometimes poor compensa¬ 
tion for the loss of limbs, or sight. 
Although several workers were killed 
in explosive accidents, it is interesting 
to note that experience must have 
intervened for there were no fatalities 
after 1941. 

Factories of such complexity needed 
managers with huge administrative 
skills to run them. 

The boss at Bridgend was one such 
and he moved from a senior position in 
the Fry’s chocolate factory at Bristol to 
be in charge at the arsenal. 

He was hugely successful, as was 
the engineer responsible for construct¬ 
ing the huge complex of tunnels, now 
long closed. He also constructed the 
tunnels on the London Underground 
Northern Line before moving on to 
design the Mulberry Harbours used to 
assist the Normandy landings on D 
Day. MAC TANNER 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


Rhodri Morgan AM has been criss-crossing Wales in recent weeks to speak to people 
about the forthcoming referendum, and last week he was with colleague Jane Hutt AM 
_ at her annual spring breakfast event held at Barry College. _ 


What kind of dog will choose you? 



We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones, 



sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 



If you're looking for * lovely dog come to Dogs Trust Bridgend 

^ Wm got I OH of ktppy, healthy dog* 

^ They've beer rumored and micro-chipped 
^ They're vaccinated and given a complete he-alm check 
^ Wei give your dog 4 weeks free nsurance 
^ Vtx/1I get free advice throughout your dog** li*e 
To so* afl our dogs, visit our new website. dogstrusUorg.uk 


You can trust a dog from 
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Welsh-speaking Mot the 
dog is an Internet star! 


MOT, the ‘Welsh-speaking’ dog is 
an internet star - after being cho¬ 
sen to raise awareness of services 
available in Welsh in Barry. 

Mot was selected by the Welsh Language 
Board to headline its ‘Using Welsh’ cam¬ 
paign and has quickly become a firm 
favourite online with his amusing cli,p 
which can now be viewed at 
cicymraeg.com. 

The clip shows Mot going into a butch¬ 
ers shop and barking at the butcher, only to 
be shooed out of the shop. The next day 
Mot returns and gets what he came for (a 
bagful of juicy sausages) after eventually 
‘speaking’ to the butcher in Welsh. 

Meri Huws, chair of the Welsh Language 
Board, said: “There are thousands of people 
out there who can speak Welsh, but not 
everyone knows where they can use Welsh 
in their everyday lives. 

“We’d like to see people choosing to use 
Welsh wherever possible. We wanted to 
create an entertaining video clip that shows 
Welsh language services are available when 
you see the ‘Working Welsh’ sign or badge. 

“Hopefully, Mot’s video clip will res¬ 
onate with all generations, in particular 
young adults. There have been iconic and 
much loved figures such as Salem the cat, 
Babe, Aleksandr the Meerkat and Mister 
Ed, but to our knowledge, Mot is the first 
Welsh-speaking animal out there! 

“The online campaign follows the Welsh 
Language Board’s national ‘Iaith Gwaith’ 
or ‘Working Welsh’ badge scheme, which 
promotes Welsh language services. 

“The badge can be worn by members of 
staff who deal directly with the public to 
show that they can speak Welsh. Badges are 
available free of charge to businesses and 
organisations, and have been adopted by 
tens of thousands of businesses, shops, 
museums and other organisations across 
Wales. 

“The badge, which is orange and shaped 
like a speech mark, is designed to help cus¬ 


tomers identify Welsh speaking staff; offer 
customers a service in their preferred lan- f 
guage straight away; build a business brand 
by showing that it recognises and values 
staff who are bilingual and to develop 
employees’ Welsh language communica¬ 
tion skills.” 

To see the Welsh Language Board’s Mot * 
the Dog, visit cicymraeg.com 

Ci Cymraeg 
yn Seren y 
Rhyngrwyd 

MAE ci sy’n ‘siarad’ Cymraeg 
wrthi’n creu cynnwrf ar y rhyngr¬ 
wyd ar 61 serennu mewn ymgyrch i 
dynnu sylw at wasanaethau 
Cymraeg. 

Dewiswyd Mot y ci croesfrid o Ystrad 
Mynach gan Fwrdd yr Iaith Gymraeg i 
serennu yn ei ymgyrch ‘Defnyddio V 
Gymraeg’a dros nos fe ddaeth ynjfefryn 
mawr mewn clip fideo ar-lein sydd i’w 
weld ar cicymraeg.com. Mae’r clip yn 
dangos Mot yn mynd i mewn i siop cigydd 
gan gyfarth ar y cigydd ond yn cael ei hel 
allan o’r siop. Y diwrnod nesafmae Mot 
yn dychwelyd ac mae ’n cael llond bag o 
selsig ar 61 iddo gyfarth ar y cigydd yn y 
Gymraeg. 

Meddai Meri Huws, Cadeirydd Bwrdd 
yr Iaith Gymraeg: “Mae miloedd o bobl 
yn gallu sy’n siarad Cymraeg ond dyw 
pob un ohonyn nhw ddim yn gwybod lie 
gallon nhw ddefnyddio’u Cymraeg yn eu 
bywydau pob dydd. Fe hoffwn i weld pobl 
yn dewis defnyddio ’u Cymraeg pryd byn- 
nag mae ’n bosibl. 

“Roedden ni eisiau creu clip fideo difyr 
i dynnu sylw at y ffaithfod gwasanaethau 
Cymraeg ar gaelpan welwch chi’r batho- 
dyn neu ’r poster ‘Iaith Gwaith. 

“Gobeithio y bydd clip fideo Mot yn 
boblogaidd gyda phawb, yn arbennig felly 



ABOVE: Mot on camera for 
his starring Welsh role! 


gyda phobl ifanc. Hyd y gwyddom ni Mot 
yw’r anifail cyntaf sy’n siarad Cymraeg, 
ond mae Mot yn ymuno affigyrau eiconig 
a chariadus eraillfel Salem y gath, Babe, 
Aleksander y Swricat (meerkat) a Mistar 
Ed. 

Mae ’r ymgyrch ar-lein yn tynnu sylw at 
y bathodyn ‘Iaith Gwaith’, sef cynllun 
cenedlaethol i hyrwyddo gwasanaeth 
Cymraeg. Gall staff sy’n delio’n uniongyr- 
chol a ’r cyhoedd wisgo ’r bathodyn i ddan- 
gos y gallon nhw siarad Cymraeg. Mae ’r 
bathodyn ar gael am ddim ijusnesau a 
sefydliadau, ac mae ’n cael ei ddefnyddio 
gan ddegau ofiloedd ofusnesau, siopau, 
amgueddfeydd a chyrff eraill ledled 
Cymru. 

Bwriad y bathodyn siap swigen siarad 
oren yw helpu cwsmeriaid i adnabod staff 
sy’n gallu cynnig gwasanaeth i gwsmeri- 
aid yn eu dewis iaith yn syth. Mae ’r batho¬ 
dyn yn ychwanegu at werth y busnes trwy 
ddangos eifod cydnabod ac yn gwerth- 
fawrogi staff dwyieithog ac sy’n datblygu 
sgiliau cyfathrebu yn yr iaith Gymraeg. 

SOS for volunteers 

THE British Heart Foundation Cymru 
urgently needs fundraising volunteers, 
admin volunteers and others to help 
with local bucket collections. 

Contact your local fundraising office on 
029 2038 2408 and help save lives. 


Court turns down the 
Flying Vet’s request 
for case to be re-heard 


AN application by Vale ‘Flying 
Vet’ Maurice Kirk to set aside 
a conviction for assault and to 
have a re-hearing of the case, 
has been refused at Cardiff 
Magistrates Court. 

Mr Kirk (65), formerly of St 
Donats, now living in Brittany, who 
did not appear before the court, was 
said to be suffering extreme pain with 
hip conditions, and to be taking large 
amounts of morphine sulphate to 
counteract it. 

The application was made by his 
solicitor, Vincent Murphy. 

Cardiff Stipendiary Magistrate John 
Charles refused to grant it and told Mr 
Murphy that there was a warrant for 
the arrest of Mr Kirk in existence. 

Mr Murphy said that at the hearing 
last November when Mr Kirk was not 
present, medical evidence had been 
presented to the court, but at a late 
stage. 

No representations whatsoever 
were made on Mr Kirk’s behalf. 

“He is unable to travel because of 
his medical condition. He has other 
matters before other courts which have 
been adjourned because of that. 

“There have also been civil pro¬ 
ceedings,” he said. 

Mr Kirk, he continued, was await¬ 
ing an operation on a seriously dam¬ 
aged hip and he produced to the court 
a report from a French doctor. 

Said the magistrate: “I don’t speak 
French, and you haven’t produced a 
translation.” 

Mr Murphy said that one report had 
suggested the possibility of brain dam¬ 
age and said that he had had a brain 
scan in France and if circumstances 
permit, he will be operated on the hip 
there. 

“He had good reason for not attend- 


by AJ SICLUNA 

ing the court, but he was convicted. 

“He does not seek to avoid his 
cases, and he wants all matters 
resolved. Once his hip is repaired, and 
he can travel, he will be able to pro¬ 
duce his defence, and there is a wit¬ 
ness concerning the alleged assault.” 

Research into 
lost rail lines 

I am researching a BBC 
Cymru Wales TV series about 
the lost railway lines of Wales 
and am especially interested in 
speaking to people who worked 
on and used the lines that were 
axed after the Beeching Report 
in the 1960s. 

Drivers, firemen, signal men, book¬ 
ing clerks, crossing-keepers, were 
among the many employees who 
worked the lines of Wales in the age 
of steam. 

The lines connected many commu¬ 
nities for family visits, shopping, 
school, work and holidays. Whether 
for courting couples, wedding parties 
or honeymooners, the lines made pos¬ 
sible a way of life paced by departure 
and arrival times at stations and 
halts. 

If you have memories of life along 
a railway line axed during the 
Beeching cuts, please contact me: 

Andy Attenburrow, (Testimony 
Films, PO Box 55, Llangollen, 
Denbighshire, LL20 9AX, or 
andy. attenburrow @testimonyfilms.co 
m or phone 02921251045). 


A NEW JAZZ 
OR CIVIC 


ALL YOURS WITHOUT 
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With a new Motability car, all this is included 


5 Use your mobility allowance u Servicing and maintenance 
Q Breakdown recovery 5 60.000 mileage allowance 

Za Road tax and insurance Zt Specialist advice 


Motability 


Not sure rf you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0600 951 4002 


www motability co uU 





















Thursday, February 24th, 2011_ Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM _p_THE GEM - 9 

Pencoed pupils provide a night of sparkling 
entertainment as they show what they can do 


PUPILS at Pencoed Comprehensive 
School staged a variety night recently, to 
showcase their talents. 

Following the retirement of the long-serving 
head of drama, Mary Jeffreys, who produced a 
string of high-quality musicals, her replace¬ 
ment, Kay Smith, decided to get to know her 
students by letting them show her what they 
could do! 

GEM photographer IAN DIXON was there 
to record an evening of all the talents, as the 
pupils showed that the production line os dra¬ 
matic talent at Pencoed is in no danger of dry¬ 
ing up! 
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Llantwit students are 
joined by Vale AM at 
engineering workshops 



Jane Hutt and the students at Aberthaw. 


YEAR-9 students at 
Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive 
School had an inter¬ 
ested visitor, Vale 
AM Jane Hutt, at 
workshops held by 
Aberthaw Power 
Station recently. 

The AM commented: 
“It was great to see the 
year-9 students respond 



NEW CONSULTANT 
Penarth - Wednesday 
9.30am & 11.30am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy 

07894275853 


NEW CONSULTANT 
Penarth - Wednesday 
5.00 & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy 

07894275853 


NEW CONSULTANT 
Penarth - Monday 
7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church 
Elfed Avenue 
Sarah 

07525852288 


NEW GROUP 
North Cornelly - 
Monday 10.00am 

Consultant - Dee 
North Cornelly 
Community Centre 
Heol Las, North Cornelly 
Slimwithdee@gmail.com 
07733267369 



DAY GROUPS 
THURSDAY 
Barry - 10.15am 

Castleland Community 
Centre 

Belvedere Crescent 
Niki 

01446 740394 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

The Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina-01656 890708 

EVENING GROUPS 
MONDAY 

Barry - 4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road & 

Llanover street 

Lorraine 

01446 407002 

Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 

Centre 

Celtic Way 

Helen 

01446 750738 

TUESDAY 
Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street Social 
Club 

Upstairs Function Room 

Joanne 

01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall 
Winston Road 
Annamarie 
01446 736534 

Llantwit Major - 4.45 
& 6:45pm 

The Old School 
Wine Street 
Helen 

01446 750738 


Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 
South Road 
Niki 

01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 
Barry - 4.45 & 6.45pm 

St.Francis Millennium 
Centre 

Park Rd, Porth-y-Castell 

Annamarie 

01446 736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton Methodist 

Church 

Church Road 

Joanne 

01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6:00pm 

Duke of Wellington 

High Street 

Lina-01656 890708 

THURSDAY 
Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre 
Barry 

Annamarie 
01446 736534 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin, 
by swimming pool 
Hebron Hall 
Alison 

01443 486220 

If 5 join 
together pay 
only £5 each! 


S ItmmhHi 

0844 897 8000 1 J 


positively to the practi¬ 
cal tasks, exercises and 
challenges which make 
science and engineering 
more attractive as key 
subjects to study. 

“The young people 
who came to the school, 
including a former pupil, 
were great role models 
for the pupils who are 
deciding on their options 
for GCSEs. STEM sub¬ 
jects are so important 
and I congratulate 
Npower from Aberthaw 
and the Llantwit Major 
school for creating this 
opportunity and clearly 
motivating the students. ” 


Hospital’s 
evening 
to discuss 
cosmetic 
surgery 

VALE Healthcare is 
inviting prospective 
clients to a cosmetic 
surgery evening, 
concentrating on 
breast surgery, at 
the Vale Hospital in 
Hensol Park. 

The open evening, on 
Tuesday, March 29, at 
6.30pm, will cover 
breast augmentation, 
breast uplift, breast 
reduction, non-surgical 
breast treatments, and all 
other breast surgery 
A spokeswoman said: 
“This event provides an 
opportunity to hear con¬ 
sultant surgeons talk 
about the procedures 
available, and the kind 
of things to consider if 
you are thinking about 
breast surgery. 

“The evening will 
also give an exclusive 
opportunity to have a 10 
minute ‘mini-consulta¬ 
tion’ with one of the sur¬ 
geons, which is com¬ 
pletely free of charge. 

“Our stunning hospi¬ 
tal is located in 3.4 acres 
of rural parkland, and 
we believe it boasts the 
best cosmetic surgeons 
in south Wales.” 

To book a place, con¬ 
tact Laura Dunning on 
01443 449 272 or email 
laura.dunn ing @vale- 
healthcare.com. Please 
advise if you would like 
to book in for a mini 
consultation and men¬ 
tion The GEM. 


UNDER FIRE IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

- a local soldier’s 
amazing story 


EARLIER in this 
week’s GEM, we told 
the story, of how a 
local soldier, Ross 
Moore, inspired 
Colwinston residents 
to raise money for 
Help the Heroes. 
Before rejoining his 
unit, he recalled the 
experience of coming 
under fire. 

E VER since 

the UK found 
itself involved 
in the war in 
Afghanistan, there 
has been a steady 
flow of reports of 
dead and badly 
injured soldiers. 

There have been 
funerals in the area, and 
the bitter truth is that 
those soldiers can no 
longer speak for them¬ 
selves. 

Ross Moore, howev¬ 
er, is in the position of 
knowing how close he 
came to death - and is 
going back to continue 
his service in the army. 

His comrades saved 
his life, and he feels a 
debt to them - a feeling 
that is constant among 
soldiers, irrespective of 
whether the general pop¬ 
ulation back home 
approves of the conflict. 

He told The GEM 
about the day he was 
shot, and about the frac¬ 
tions of an inch that 
made the difference 
between life and death. 

Ross, a former pupil 
at Brynteg 

Comprehensive School, 
joined up in February 
2009, and after six 
months training in 
Catterick, passed out and 
joined his unit, B 
Company (Rorke’s 
Drift), the 2nd Battalion 
The Royal Welsh, as a 
rifleman. 

Training continued 
with Afghanistan in 
mind, and his unit were 
sent to Canada, where 
Afghan villages have 
been built to make the 
training experience as 
realistic as possible. 

Ross’s unit was even¬ 
tually posted to 
Helmand province, but 
in a relatively quiet sec¬ 
tor. After five months, 
and with just a few 
weeks to go before the 
unit finished their tour of 
duty, they had suffered 
no casualties 

That was until the 
‘routine’ patrol where 
Ross became their first 
casualty. 

He said: “We were to 
check out a series of 
Afghan village com¬ 
pounds where there had 
been reports of Taliban 
activity, and we were 
met with a very warm 
welcome. 

“We were working 
with the Afghan 
National Police, and 
there were lots of chil- 


PHILIP IRWIN reports 


dren around, which is 
always a reassuring 
sign.” 

However, the patrol 
was required to move, if 
possible, through about 
three different village 
compounds, and at times 
the only way to get from 
one point to another was 
via a narrow alleyway. It 
was these alleyways that 
the soldiers were trained 
to avoid if possible. 

Ross said: “The warm 
welcome changed a bit 
when we found a large 
stash of marijuana - 
something that the insur¬ 
gents use to finance their 
activities. 

“When we found this, 
the Afghan Police started 
to look a lot more nerv¬ 
ous. Nevertheless, we 
moved onto the next 
compound, and it was 
my turn to be lead man 
in the column.” 

In the next few min¬ 
utes, two things hap¬ 
pened that made Ross 
and his comrades in 
arms believe that they 
had been led into a trap. 

He found himself 
faced with the choice of 
whether to go down an 
alleyway where there 
were a crowd of village 
children playing at the 
far end. 

Good practice said 
that the best way to pro¬ 
ceed was to by-pass the 
alley by going through 
the adjoining houses, 
and emerging at the far 
end of the alley. 

Ross said: “When we 
tried to do this, we 
found a room full of 
Afghan women.” 

Cultural sensitivity 
training had stressed to 
the soldiers that barging 
through a room full of 
women was frowned 
upon, so it was back to 
the alley. 

Ross said: “As I 
advanced up the alley, 
the children who were 
playing suddenly ran 
away. I got on the radio 
to my platoon com¬ 
mander to say that I did¬ 
n’t like the look of this, 
but then the guns started 
firing! 

“I felt as if I had been 
punched on my arm, and 
found myself on the 
ground. I wasn’t in pain, 
but I instinctively felt 
that I had to lie flat and 
look for cover.” 

He found cover in the 
form of a ditch and, real¬ 
ising that he couldn’t use 
his right arm, he fired 
off some rounds with his 
left arm. 

Ross explained: “I 
wasn’t aiming at anyone. 
I didn’t know where 
they were, but it made 
them keep their heads 
down, and it let my fel¬ 
low soldiers know that I 
was still conscious.” 

“Later, when we 
analysed what had hap¬ 
pened, it seemed to us 


that the Taliban had 
botched the ambush. It 
was a mistake to shoot at 
the first man in the col¬ 
umn. 

“If they had waited, 
they could have fired on 
the second and third 
men, and I would have 
been totally isolated.” 

However, thanks to 
the covering fire from 
his comrades, Ross was 
able to crawl along the 
ditch, keeping his head 
down despite the pres¬ 
ence of thorns and bram¬ 
bles. When he finally 
reached the medics, they 
discovered he was 
bleeding profusely. 

He said: “Up until 
then, I had been running 
on adrenaline, but now I 
started to feel faint.” 

The bullet in his arm 
had made a small entry 
wound, but a much larg¬ 
er exit wound, which 
was bleeding profusely, 
so medical staff applied 
a tourniquet. 

A Warrior armoured 
vehicle took him back at 
high speed to base, from 
where a helicopter took 
him to Camp Bastian. 

Two operations fol¬ 
lowed, where the wound 
was cleaned up, double 
checked for infection (a 
necessity, because of the 
Taliban’s habit of putting 
excrement on their bul¬ 
lets) and finally stitched 
up. 

It was only then that 
Ross was able to call his 
platoon commander and 
compare notes. 

He said: “The feeling 
was that the first burst of 
fire came from three 
directions, so I was 
lucky that only one bul¬ 
let hit me.” 

There was another 
shock in store for Ross 
when his platoon com¬ 
mander told him that his 



back pack had been shot 
to pieces by around a 
dozen bullets! 

Ross said: “I was 
never aware of any of 
those hits. I think that 
some must have hap¬ 
pened when I was lying 
flat, keeping my head 
down, so they must have 
passed a couple of inch¬ 
es over my head and 
then passed through the 
back pack.” 

By the time this arti¬ 
cle appears, Ross will be 
back with his unit in 
Cyprus. He was very 
matter of fact about his 
brush with death, and 
listening to the story 
were his mother, Anne, 
and his father, Mike, 
who live in Colwinston 
and whose local is the 
Sycamore Tree. 

I asked how they felt, 
listening to their son 
recall his encounter with 
Taliban fighters, and 
they were, it has to be 
said, remarkably matter 
of fact. 

Anne was a nurse, 
and Mike an ambulance 
man, so they are both 
familiar with trauma and 
with how the human 
body can recover from 
injuries. 

For both mum and 
dad, it was a proud 
moment to see Ross 
accept the cheque on 
behalf of Help The 
Heroes. 



SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS ■ 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 
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180 th anniversary of the 
Frolic steamer disaster 


by Brian Keitch 



Nash Sands 


AN entry in the 
burial records of 
Holy Cross Church 
in Cowbridge, 
reads: Mary 

Henderson, 
Bangeston, St 
Mary’s Parish, 
Pembroke, buried 
March 23, 1831, 
age 19 - “This 
young lady was 
drowned off 

Marcross at the 
wreck of the Frolic 
steam packet.” 

The following entry: 
Thomas Henderson, 
buried May 3, 1831, age 
20 - “This young man 
was brother to the 
above, and was lost in 
the same wreck”. 

The curate, Thomas 
Edmondes, performed 
both ceremonies. They 
both lie in the graveyard 
together to this day. The 
same sad details are to 
be found around the 
parishes of the Vale, 
Hester Turner, age 25, St 


Athan, Thomas 

Benjamin, age 16, 
Llantwit Major, and 
many more with entries 
which record: “Washed 
up on the sea shore, 
male, name unknown”. 

Many victims of the 
worst passenger disaster 
in the maritime history 
of the Bristol Channel 
were never found. 

The event was the 
loss of the Frolic packet 
steamer en route from 
Haverfordwest to 
Bristol. 

Some 78-80 passen¬ 
gers and crew were lost 
and not one soul sur¬ 
vived to tell the tale of 
the events leading up to 
the catastrophe. 

Communities in south 
Pembrokeshire were 
devastated by the news, 
as were families of the 
crew, mainly from 
Bristol. 

The sense of despair 
was also felt in the Vale, 
as relatives and friends 
spent days walking 
about the Vale coastline 
in search of the victims. 


Bodies came ashore 
over many months from 
Southerndown in the 
west to Cadoxton in the 
east - many beyond 
recognition. 

All agreed that some¬ 
thing had to be done 
once and for all to pre¬ 
vent such a tragedy hap¬ 
pening again. 

Ironically, only a year 
before a petition had 
been organised around 
the Bristol Channel 
ports to the Brethren of 
Trinity House to provide 
lights to prevent such a 
calamity from occurring 
- but there were influen¬ 
tial objectors to the cost 
of any provision. 

After the loss of the 
Frolic , Trinity House 
responded to the outcry 
by building not one, but 
two lighthouses on Nash 
Point, opened within 12 
months of the tragedy. 

The paddle packet 
steamer Frolic was built 
at Greenock in 1827 by 
John Scott & Co for the 
Glasgow to Belfast serv¬ 
ice. 

Perhaps she was too 
small for this expanding 
trade because, in 1830, 
she was lengthened by 
six-and-a-half feet and 
sold south to the Bristol 
Steam Navigation 
Company for use on the 
west Wales run. 

It was largely at the 
instigation of Lieutenant 
Edward Jenkins RN of 
Haverfordwest that the 
service commenced on 
Thursday, October 14, 
1830, departing Bristol 
at 4pm. 

Compared with the 
sailing vessels which 
had previously plied 
these routes, Frolic 
seemed positively luxu¬ 
rious. 

The ship provided 
cabin accommodation, a 


dining room and even a 
female stewardess for 
lady passengers. 

Being powered by 
steam, Frolic could 
boast a timetable to 
adhere to. 

With a speed of about 
10 knots, she could 
make the journey to or 
from Bristol in about 10 
hours. 

The alternative was 
the stage coach and a 
risky crossing of the 
River Severn at 
Beachley. 

Her arrival on Friday, 
October 15, at 
Haverfordwest was met 
with a celebration hith¬ 
erto never seen there - 
she was the first steamer 
to be based there. 

Furthermore, Frolic 
was to maintain a year 
round service, calling at 
Tenby and other loca¬ 
tions such as Milford 
and Pater (Pembroke 
Dock). 

Frolic quickly 

acquired a keen follow¬ 
ing. She was a very pret¬ 
ty vessel with a 
schooner rig and a harle¬ 
quin figurehead. 

In November, she 
added Carmarthen to her 
ports of call. She was the 
preferred way to travel 
to Bristol, where mer¬ 
chants from west Wales 
did much of their busi¬ 
ness. 

By March 1831, she 
seemed very well estab¬ 
lished on the route - 
having come through the 
winter and there was the 
prospect of additional 
excursion work in the 
coming summer months. 

The March 15, 1831, 
sailing was advertised as 
a 7am departure from 
the Quay, 

Haverfordwest. 

In addition, Captain 
Jenkins had every rea¬ 
son to be pleased - 
there were more passen¬ 
gers booked on this voy¬ 
age than on any to date. 

There was a delega¬ 
tion of top merchants 
from Haverfordwest and 
Milford, and a large con¬ 
tingent of senior army 
personnel from Tenby 
(including Gen 

McCleod, 1st Royal 
Regiment of Foot, Col 
Gordon of the Queen’s 
Bays and Major Boyd - 
all with family and ser¬ 
vants). The Frolic was 
due in Bristol the same 
evening. 

March gales are not 
uncommon on our coast¬ 
line and this was just 
such an occasion. 

It would appear that 
sea conditions were suf¬ 
ficiently bad for the ship 
to remain stormbound - 
probably in Milford 
Haven. The morning 
tide of March 16 was 
also lost. 

Pressure must have 
been mounting on 
Captain Jenkins. 

Merchants had meet¬ 
ings to attend, many pas¬ 
sengers were on their 
way to London. Hoping, 
no doubt, that the weath¬ 
er would moderate, 
Captain Jenkins finally 


made for Bristol in the 
evening. He knew that 
any further delay would 
also cause problems 
with the return sailing 
due from Bristol on 
March 18. 

Meanwhile, unbe¬ 
known to the command¬ 
er a drama was unfold¬ 
ing up channel at 
Breaksea Point, 

Aberthaw, where the 
sailing vessel Diligence 
had been blown ashore 
and wrecked, though its 
skipper, Captain 

Shadock and crew made 
it ashore safely. 

Lloyd’s register of 
wrecks records strong 
south west/westerly 
gales. Far from moderat¬ 
ing, the gale increased to 
storm force. 

Captain Jenkins and 


his crew were sailing 
into the night. He had to 
avoid the Helwick 
Sands, the Mixon Sands, 
the Scarweather Sands 
and Tusker Rock, and 
above all - the six-and- 
a-half mile long Nash 
Sands to round Nash 
Point and relative safety. 

The last lighthouse en 
route was Mumbles - no 
use for the remainder of 
the journey. A combina¬ 
tion of wind and incom¬ 
ing tide needed to push 
Frolic a degree or so to 
port and the Nash Sands 
awaited. 

In Bristol, Mr H W 
Hartnell recalled: “I 
well remember her fail¬ 
ing to arrive on the 
forenoon tide, and my 
waiting expected her 
arrival at the Hotwells 


late in the evening, when 
a report came up from 
Pill that she had gone on 
the Nash Sands the pre¬ 
vious night, which was 
fully confirmed by the 
boats and craft sent 
down Channel”. 

The scene was one of 
devastation. The Captain 
of the packet steamer 
Bristol, en route from 
Swansea, reported being 
impeded by wreckage - 
a ship’s boiler and 
machinery on the sands 
and a paddle box on the 
shore. 

Later the Cork packet 
City of Bristol reported 
the same scene, with 
bedding and stores all 
over the Nash Passage. 

It was soon clear 
there were no survivors. 
A young woman was 
found on the beach with 
a child clasped in her 
hands, the captain was 
lashed to a spar with a 
young boy. 

His watch had 
stopped at just before 
4.am, at about which 
time the disaster is 


thought to have hap¬ 
pened. 

Mary Henderson was 
found on the beach with 
her suitcases nearby - 
did she try to use them 
to float ashore? 

Bodies were washed 
up for months after¬ 
wards - some in groups 
which suggest they were 
trapped in the wreckage 
until it finally broke up. 

March 17 is the occa¬ 
sion of the 180th 
anniversary of this most 
melancholy event in the 
history of the Vale and it 
is intended to hold a 
meeting at Nash Point at 
about midday to com¬ 
memorate the event and 
all who have lost their 
lives along our coast¬ 
line. 

Trinity House has 
made Nash Lighthouse 
available and anyone 
interested in participat¬ 
ing in this meeting 
should contact me at 
brian_keitch2002 @ hot- 
mail, com or text me on 
07982862671. 


Castleton Park, 
St Athan 


ANNOUNCING 
RE-DEVELOPMENT 
OF PITCHES FOR 
STATE-OF-THE-ART 
RESIDENTIAL CHALETS 

• Scenic views with a 
countryside aspect 

• Safe & secure environment 

• Suitable for retired residents 
over 50 


Please call for further information 

07979 291286 
or 07880 804205 


Val Slater 

Wedding Fayres 

- Hcnk trwr+nt fty* 



★ ★ ★ ★ 

THE VALE RESORT 

HENSOL PARK, HENSOL. CF72 8JY (M4/J34) 

SUNDAY 
27th FEBRUARY 

INCLUDING 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT; 

A BALLOON 
PRINCESS CARRIAGE; 
IRISH CREAM FOUNTAIN 
AND WEDDING DRESS SALE 

ADMISSION FREE, EVERYONE WELCOME! 

IF YOU ONLYWANTTO 
GOTO ONE WEDDING FAYRE 
THIS WEEK 

MAKE SURE IT’S THIS ONE! 


W^SW.VAl SiAl tREXHlBIT lONS.CO.UK 



\odywise Beauty Salon Ltd. 



GARRA RUFA THERAPY 

Questions and Answers 

Where do Garra Rufa originate? 

Garra Rufa are small tropical fish that 
live in the river basins of Turkey, Syria, 

Iran and Iraq. They live and breed nat¬ 
urally in the hot water spas of Turkey 
and it was here that their amazing 
skin-treatment properties were discov¬ 
ered. 

What treatment do the fish 
provide? 

The skin will be exfoliated. Garra Rufa 
nibble, the suction power does not 
allow the fish to take off any of our 
healthy skin, just the flaky old and 
dead skin cells. They do not have 
teeth. 

Can the treatment help treat 
skin conditions? 

Yes! Scientifically proven by many 
well-known universities for its super¬ 
natural ability to relieve skin problems 
like eczema and psoriasis. Garra Rufa 
are known as "Doctor Fish" because 
with regular treatment they can great¬ 
ly improve skin conditions. 

How do they help rectify skin disorders? 

Garra Rufa lick away the plaque which causes red 
patches and release a small quantity of dithranol, an 
enzyme which results in skin rejuvenation. 

How is the treatment carried out? 

Client’s feet or hands are washed and sanitised before 
entering the treatment tank. The feet or hands are 
then lowered into the tank. Then it’s just a case of 
‘sit back and relax’ while the Garra Rufa gently get 
to work. 


Cut out the 
voucher 

and bring along 
to your Garra Rufa 
therapy appointment 
at Bodywise to 
receive your 
discount. 

15 minute 
sessions £10. 



Is there risk of cross contamination? 

No, we pay meticulous attention to the water condition, 
which is tested and treated continuously. Our Treatment 
tank contains a huge bacteria area with filter and strong 
UV sterilizer, which efficiently and accurately kills bac¬ 
teria and pathogens. 

Are there any conditions that are not suitable for 
this treatment? 

Yes. Feet with verrucas will not be able to be treated. 
Other contra-indications include any viral skin diseases, 
HIV and Hepatitis. 


20% OFF 

one 15 minute Garra Rufa 
Fish Therapy Session 

Valid until end of March 2011 
Bodywise Tel. 01446 722211, 
Voucher code GemOl 


fit! 


GAR 

RA 

FISH SYSTEMS 


54 Holton Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan. 

Tel. 01446 722211 www.bodywisebeauty.co.uk 
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BUSINESS PLAYING A FULL PART AS THE 
BRACKLA COMMUNITY KEEPS GROWING! 


W ITH a population estimated at 
just over 12,000, the only thing 
stopping Brackla declaring 
itself to be a town is the fact that it is so 
close to Bridgend. 

After all, its total of five primary schools and 
one secondary is much bigger than Cowbridge 
or Llantwit Major can boast - and it is almost as 
many as Porthcawl! 

Politically, this was acknowledged almost 30 
years ago when Bridgend Town Council let it 
go, and Brackla Community Council was creat¬ 
ed. 

Nevertheless, the mindset of people in the 
area is still to see Brackla as a suburb of 
Bridgend, rather than a thriving community in 


its own right. However, the business community 
is quicker to catch on, and traders are increas¬ 
ingly finding Brackla to be a great place to 
attract new customers, while at the same time 
benefiting from a strong local client base. 

After all, with 5,000 houses in the ‘town’, 
traders are not short of customers. It means that 
a thriving shopping centre has developed at 
Brackla Triangle, and the community now 
boasts all the essentials - modem dental, vets, 
and GP practices, some fine takeaway shops, 
and three pubs! 

On the spiritual side, six churches meet regu¬ 
larly in Brackla as well, and the local communi¬ 
ty centre is always busy. 

The area’s upwardly mobile profile recently 
prompted Robbie Edwards, of Edwards 


Machinery, which specialises in farm machinery 
servicing and sales, to move across to Brackla 
from a Bridgend industrial estate. 

He told The GEM: “It was a big move, but 
now we have a new premises with new stores. 
We feel it is a great place to do business.” 

Most places can say that they have changed 
over the years, but for Brackla that change is 
more marked than most. 

After all, at the end of the Second World War, 
it was a massive industrial complex, responsible 
for keeping the Allied war effort supplied with 
munitions. 

Those days are long gone, and Brackla con¬ 
tinues to grow and develop its own community 
identity, with local businesses bringing employ¬ 
ment and playing a full part in that process. 


Richard 

takes 

over 

from 

dad 



Repairs and 
Installation, are 
pleased to 
announce their 
return to trading in 
the Bridgend and 
surrounding areas. 

The business was 
originally set up by Mr 
Phillip Diamond and 
after many years of suc¬ 
cessful trading, latterly 
in Bridgend indoor mar¬ 
ket, Phil then suffered a 
very serious injury, 
which resulted in him 
having to cease trading 
from the market. 

Fortunately, his son, 
Richard Diamond, has 


Approved 

* Stonemason/ 
Stonework 

* Traditional Brickwork 

* Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

* Specialists in 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Wayne Williams 

07974 110396 
01656 652558 


stepped in to resurrect 
what was a very suc¬ 
cessful business. 

Mr Diamond stated 
that he was very proud 
that Richard had decid¬ 
ed to take over where he 
had left off, and that 
Bridgend county was 
possibly the only area 
with this unique father 
and son, second genera¬ 
tion of locksmiths and 
double glazing repair 
specialists. 

He went on to say 
that between them there 
is 60 years’ experience. 

Now Richard can 
offer a very specialised 
and knowledgeable 
service to all the people 
from the valleys to the 
Vale. 



RE%FIT 

(Established Family Business) 


Installation 


& 


Repair 

Specialists 


Why renew when you can repair! 

•Windows • Hinges & Locks 
•Handles • Doors (Upvc lock specialists) 


07518 256743 - Richard 
07970 557253 


A pub at the heart of Brackla 

T HE Two 

Brewers is a 
big pub at the 
heart of Brackla, 
with large bar and 
lounge areas that 
are perfect for any 
drinking or dining 
occasion. 

Current drinks offers 
include Brains IPA 
Smooth for £1.95, 

Fosters for £2.40, 

Strongbow for £2.70, 

Smirnoff and Coke for 
£1.95 and bottles of Sol 
for £1.95. 

We have a ‘More for 
Less’ menu that means 
you can enjoy a classic 
pub meal for as little as 
£2.99, or trade up to a 
huge mixed grill for just 
£8.99. 

We have Sky Sports 
and ESPN shown on 
large plasma TVs, so we 
are the perfect place to 
watch live sport. 


A perfect time to discover... 


The 

TWO BREWERS 
Brackla 


Tel: 01656 661788 


THE pub at the heart of the Brackla 
community. We have a fantastic new 
More for Less menu where you can 
enjoy a quality pub meal for as little 
as £2.99. We also have a great range 
of drinks offers, including Brains IPA 
Smooth at £1.95, Fosters at £2.40 
and Strongbow at £2.70 per pint. 


AND....when you bring this 
voucher along on your next / 
visit, we’ll give you a Jjk 
free dessert for every main 6l 
meal purchased at full price. 



Offer terms and conditions: Offer available on presentation of this voucher. For every one 
main meal purchased at full price, you will receive one dessert with this voucher. Offer 
excludes the Chocolate Ice Cream Sundae. Valid until 30th April 2011. Voucher must 
be handed in at the bar to redeem offer. One voucher per transaction. Voucher cannot 
be changed, it is not transferable and no cash alternatives are available. The voucher has 
no monetary value. Participants must be over 18. Damaged or photocopied vouchers will 
not be accepted. Promoter: SA Brain & Co Ltd, Cardiff, CF10 ISP. 

□ Please tick here if you do not wish to receive 

further information or offers from SA Brain. Photography is for illustration purposes only.j 


The Two Brewers, Brackla Way, Brackla, Bridgend, CF31 2AR 
www.sabrain.com/twobrewers 


EnJuutceHc&U 



Oak Tree 



Affordable 
cosmetic surgery 
to allow you to 
safely reverse the 
signs of ageing. 

No obligation FREE 
Consultation with our doctors 


Tel: 01656 678190 

www.oaktreecosmetic.com 


Oak Tree offers 
cosmetic 
enhancement 


AK Tree 
Surgery 
provides a 
range of cosmetic 
enhancement treat¬ 
ments for the south 
Wales area privately. 

You do not need to be 
a patient of ours, these 
services are available to 
everyone. 

Injectable treatments 
for fine lines and wrin¬ 
kles are available pri¬ 
vately in the excellent 
facilities at the surgery. 


All treatments are 
performed by our quali¬ 
fied team of profession¬ 
als, Dr Madelin and Dr 
Donagh. 

Check out our intro¬ 
ductory and seasonal 
special offers. 

Gift vouchers and 
interest free payments 
are available. 

For a no obligation 
FREE consultation, or 
to find out more, tele¬ 
phone 01656 678190 or 
visit www.oaktreecos- 
metic.com 
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IMJXAN TAKLAWAV 


The cooperative 
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Martin's 


| UNISEX SALON 

" 

BRAINS 


THE 

TWO BREWERS 

1 THE [SSI CENTRE 
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Affordable, 
high quality 
dental care 

B RACKLA Dental Surgery is a fam¬ 
ily-friendly practice, offering all 
aspects of dentristry, including the 
latest cosmetic procedures. 

There is dedicated parking, and emergency 
appointments are available daily. 

Office hours are: Monday 8.30am-6pm; Tuesday 
8.30am-5pm; Wednesday 7am-5pm; Thursday 
8.30am-5pm; Friday 8.30am-5pm. 


Brackla Dental Surgery 

Modern 
purpose 
built 
practice 
established 
for 25 
years. 


10 Whitethorn Drive, Brackla, Bridgend 
CF31 2PQ. Tel 01656 667755 

brackladentalsurgery.com 

mail@brackladentalsurgery.com 



Ease the pain... 


RACKLA 
Family 
Chiropractic 
Clinic has been 
established for 
more than 15 years, 
providing specialist 
treatment for mus- 
coskeletal com¬ 
plaints, such as 
neck and back 
pain, headaches 
and sciatica. 


To see if chiropractic 
treatment can ease your 
pain, call one of our 
friendly team on 01656 
767588, or visit: brack- 
la-chiropractic.co.uk for 
further information. 

Receive our special 
offer of just £15 for 
your initial consulta¬ 
tion, examination and 
report of findings, until 
Saturday, March 19, 
2011, when quoting The 
GEM. 
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REPUTABLE, GIRIHG, PROFESSIONAL 
AND WE RE LOCAL. 

•Acupuncture 

• Massage Therapist 
•Animal Chiropractic 
•Kinesio Taping 

• Male & Female 
Clinician Available 

• Emergencies 

• Evenings & Weekends 

• Free On Site Parking 





01656 767588 or 02920 291023 

10 Whitehorn Drive, Brackla, Bridgend CF31 2PQ 
www.brackla-chiropractic.co.uk/www.chiropractic4animals.co.uk 

BacK Pain & Sciatica 
& Arm Pain 
Headaches & Jaw 
Pain 

. & Leg 
Pain 
• Disc 
Problems 




















































Thursday, February 24th, 2011 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 13 


A 


CANOLFAN BRACKLA TRIANGLE 

Links Bridgend’s Traders... 

Brackla BUSINESS Profile 


More to offer 
on Brackla 
Industrial Estate 

IT has been an interesting winter for 
Edwards Machinery, with a large move 
completed over the Christmas period to a 
new site, next door to SCATS. 

We can now offer our customers much more 
than before, including a larger range of new and 
used machinery, a fully-equipped workshop for 
service and maintenance of all types of machines, 
no matter what make or colour, and our exciting 
new stores to supply tractor and machinery parts, 
lubricants and consumables for all makes at com¬ 
petitive prices. 

We are looking forward to seeing existing and 
new customers through the doors at our new site. 



Fish, Chips and Burger range... 
Popular food at sensible prices! 

OPEN: 

11.30am -11 pm 
Monday-Saturday 

Sundays 
12 noon -10pm 

7 THE TRIANGLE, BRACKLA, CF31 2LL 
01656 646837 

Also LLEW'S at Heol Fach, North Cornelly CF33 4HY 
. 01656 745745 . 

“PCeeue caM j 




MAES GLAS 

VETERINARY GROUP 
Church Acre, Brackla, Bridgend CF3I2JT 
Tel: 01656 652751 

also at 

Llantrisant 01 443 220580 
Porthcawl 01656 782345 
Pencoed 01656 862490 
Barry 01446 742800 

www.maesglasveterinarygroup.co.ul< 
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w. J.G. PLANT LTD 

Contact Alan Aubrey on 01656 652299 or 07813 847809 

Brackla Industrial Estate, Brackla, Bridgend, CF312XE 
www.jgplant.com 
For the latest range of ATV's by 

and ^ 

SUZUKI 


The Power of Dreams 


Way of Life! 


* %• 



EDWARDS 

M U II IVK L V LT® 


Specialists in: 

• Buying and Selling of New Machinery, 
ana l/sed Tractors and Machinery 

• Parts and Service available for all 
makes and models 

• Full Range of Consumables and 
Lubricants for all your needs 

Come and see the new site with 
a friendly service 

Unit 2, Main Avenue, Brackla Industrial Estate 
BRIDGEND CF31 2AL 
M 07855 301107 • T 01656 664155 
F 01656 750956 


www.edwardsmachinery.co.uk 


LL J 2 vm 

A decade of serving your 
favourite ‘Fast Food’ cuisine 


Derbyshire Aggregates Ltd 



Landscaping Aggregates 

• Cobbles & Pebbles 

• Slate Mulch 

• Gravel & Chippings 

• Features & Rockery Stone 


South Wales Depot, 
Wyndham Close, 
Brackla Ind Est, 
Brackla, Bridgend, 
Mid Glamorgan. 
Tel 01656 668004 


GREGGS 
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Oak Tree 
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HUNTERS 

LODGE 




GODFREY 
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COUNCIL BITES 
THE BULLET 
WITH 3.3 PER 
CENT TAX RISE 


COUNCIL tax in 
the Vale is set to rise 
by 3.3 per cent, 
after the proposal 
was accepted by the 
senior councillors 
who make up the 
cabinet. 

It means that the Vale 
Council will be charging 
residents in a band D 
home the sum of 
£923.85, a rise of £29.52 
from the previous year. 

The proposal will, of 
course, have to be 
accepted at a meeting of 
the full Vale Council next 
week. 

Two further sums will 
be added to that council 
tax bill. The larger is that 
charged by South Wales 
Police, who have opted 
for a five per cent rise 
from last year. 

This means that a band 
D household will pay 
£161.35 as its contribu¬ 
tion to police services. 

Finally, most house¬ 
holds in the Vale will 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


receive a bill from their 
local community council, 
which can vary from area 
to area. 

However, many com¬ 
munity councils have 
opted to freeze this sum, 
so many households will 
pay the same as last year. 

Both the police and 
the Vale Council pointed 
to cuts in their budget as 
being a major problem. 

The police had £19 
million cut from their 
budget from the Home 
Office - it fell from £295 
million to £276 million. 

The chair of the Police 
Authority, Coun Russell 
Roberts, said: “Setting 
the budget is a difficult 
job every year. This year 
it is even more so. 

“The sheer magnitude 
of the cuts which have 
been imposed upon us by 
Central Government 
means that the dilemma 
facing us was an impos¬ 


sible one.” 

The Vale Council, 
which gets a direct grant 
from the Welsh 
Assembly Government, 
said that its grant had 
been cut by 1.7 per cent. 

At the cabinet meet¬ 
ing, it was also proposed 
that a large number of 
cuts, adding up to 
£5,789,000, should be 
made mandatory. (These 
cuts were discussed in 
last week’s GEM). 

In fact, senior officers 
are being asked to put 
together a package of 
cuts that will come in 
over the next three years 
(2011/12, 2012/13, and 
2013/14) - and a total of 
£12 million is the target 
over those three years. 


Leekes store 
in retail park 
discussions 


LOCAL retailer 
Leekes, is set to play 
an important part in 
a new retail develop¬ 
ment planned for 
Pontyclun. 

A major proposal for 
a cinema, supermarket, 
hotel, civic centre and a 
number of retail outlets 
is due to go before plan¬ 
ners, with the aim of cre¬ 
ating a brand new shop¬ 
ping and entertainment 
centre in the heart of 
Rhondda Cynon Taff. 

Emma Leeke, manag¬ 
ing director of Leekes, 
said: “We are currently 
in discussions with 
developers and Rhondda 
Cynon Taff Council 
about the ambitious 
redevelopment plans for 
a new town centre in the 
area adjacent to our 
store on Cowbridge 
Road. 

“This project will 
include the construction 
of a brand new Leekes 
store near to the existing 
site. This modem build¬ 
ing will act as our flag¬ 
ship home store and will 
include new innovative 
ranges and products. 

“We will continue to 
trade throughout, with 
our new store being con¬ 
structed and ready to 
open before we close at 
the existing site; we will 
literally lock the doors 
at our current site one 
evening and welcome 
our customers to our 
brand new store the very 
next morning. 

“We have always 
offered quality products 
at competitive prices and 
the new home store will 
mean we can now do 
this from brand new 
premises. ” 

She added: “A new 
town centre will be fan¬ 
tastic for local residents 


and businesses, and is 
sure to attract people 
from further afield too. 

“We look forward to 
working closely with the 
council in progressing 
the project. ” 


Sustainable 
question time 

A public question time 
is being organised by 
charity ‘Sustainable 
Wales’, at Evergreen 
Hall, Angel Street, 
Bridgend, at 8pm on 
Monday, February 28. 

Director of 

Sustainable Wales, 
Margaret Minhinnick, 
said that it would pro¬ 
vide an opportunity for 
voters to measure differ¬ 
ences between the main 
parties. 

“March 3 is the refer¬ 
endum date in Wales, 
and the question time 
will be the ideal occa¬ 
sion to learn what the 
parties are promising”. 


Spectacle manufacture 
and repair services 



4 


2 for 1 
from £59 

S 01446 733444 

Unit B(i, Atlantic Trading tstate, 
Barr> vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 3RF 
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£36 bill planned 
for council green 
waste collection 


HOUSEHOLDS 
will be charged £36 
a year if they wish 
to take part in a new 
kerbside green 
waste collection 
service being 

offered by BCBC. 

The cabinet has 
approved plans to extend 
the kerbside recycling 
collections to include 
garden waste. 

Current contractors 
May Gurney will operate 
the new service. At the 
moment, residents can 
purchase ‘green waste’ 
sacks at a cost of £12.93p 
for five sacks or £25.85p 
for 10. They are collected 
fortnightly along with the 
black bags. 

They then go to the 
MREC in Jersey Marine, 
where they are used to 
produce fuel. 


Alternatively, resi¬ 
dents can take it them¬ 
selves to one of the waste 
amenity sites from where 
it is taken for compost¬ 
ing. 

A report to cabinet 
members revealed that 
there have been regular 
requests from residents 
for a kerbside collection 
for green waste but it said 
that the council had resis¬ 
ted this to date because it 
would increase the 
municipal waste tonnage 
and add significantly to 
collection and disposal 
costs. 

Nearly every other 
Welsh local authority 
provides a green waste 
collection service apart 
from Bridgend, and those 
with the best recycling 
figures rely heavily on 
the green waste to boost 
their high figures. 

By bringing in this 


collection, the council’s 
recycling performance 
can be improved by 
about four per cent. 

It is estimated that the 
take-up rate will be about 
22 per cent or just over 
13,000 households. In 
all, more than 4,000 
tonnes of waste is 
expected to be collected 
each year. 

Two new vehicles will 
be used which will cost 
£190,000 to buy, but this 
will be funded by a grant. 
These vehicles can be 
used during severe win¬ 
ter weather to collect 
normal rubbish if neces¬ 
sary. 

Each participating 
household will receive 
two hessian type sacks 
with waste being collect¬ 
ed once a fortnight. 

The administration of 
the scheme will be car¬ 
ried out by the council’s 
waste services team in 
the same way as com¬ 
mercial and bulky waste. 

Payment will be made 
in advance - either as an 
annual or quarterly pay¬ 
ment. 

The service will cost 
£500,000 a year to run 
and although the charges 
should fund most of the 
cost, any shortfall will be 
met from the waste man¬ 
agement grant. 


Street drinking ban 

PORTHCAWL Town Council is to consider 
providing up to £4,800 - in order to bring in 
a ban on drinking alcohol on the streets of 
Porthcawl town centre. 

BCBC is considering bringing in a designated 
public places order in the town and has asked the 
town council for a contribution towards the cost of 
signs and for public notices. 

Coun David Newton Williams told Porthcawl 
Town Council that the idea should be progressed fur¬ 
ther and he suggested inviting Coun David Sage, 
deputy leader of BCBC, to return to the council and 
give a report. This was agreed. 


Council urges 
residents to vote 


Call goes out for new 
Porthcawl town crier 


LOCAL residents are 
being urged by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) to make their 
voices heard over 
whether or not they 
think Wales should 
receive extra law-mak¬ 
ing powers. 

A council spokesman 
stated: “On Thursday 
March 3, a referendum 
will be held to decide if 
the National Assembly 
for Wales should be able 
to pass laws on 20 
devolved subject areas 
without having to seek 
permission from 
Parliament, or if the 
people of Wales want the 
current arrangements to 
continue. 

“At present, the 
assembly has powers to 
make laws within the fol¬ 
lowing devolved sub¬ 
jects: housing; food; 
social welfare; highways 
and transport; health 
and health services; 
environment; economic 
development; education 
and training; sport and 
recreation; agriculture, 
fisheries, forestry and 
rural development; the 
Welsh language; fire and 
rescue services and pro¬ 
motion of fire safety; 
tourism; town and coun¬ 
try planning; culture; 
water and flood defence; 
local government; the 
National Assembly for 
Wales; public adminis¬ 
tration; and ancient 
monuments and historic 
buildings. ” 


He said that: “If the 
majority of people vote 
‘no ’ in the referendum, 
the Assembly will contin¬ 
ue to seek Parliament 
approval when making 
laws on subjects within 
the devolved areas. 

“If most people vote 
‘yes’, the assembly will 
no longer be required to 
do this, although there 
will still be a number of 
areas outside the 
Assembly’s responsibili¬ 
ties, such as defence, tax 
and welfare benefits on 
which they will not be 
able to make any laws. ” 

• For more informa¬ 
tion about the referen¬ 
dum, visit www.about- 
myvote.co.uk 


PORTHCAWL Town Council 
needs a new town crier, as the 
current holder of the post, 
Debbie Trindle, is resigning on 
health grounds. 

She wrote to the council saying 
she had sustained an injury at work 
and may need surgery, and said that 
she had been honoured to be part of 
Porthcawl’s history and to be 
involved in promoting events in the 
town. 

Coun Chris Smart said it was 
regrettable that she was leaving the 
post and that the council should send 
her a letter thanking her for her 
services, which will be signed by the 
mayor. “We wish her well for the 
future,” he added. 

He proposed that the tourism and 
events committee discuss finding a 
replacement, but Coun Norah 
Clarke said she was opposed to the 


constant shuttling of items between 
full council and committees: 

“We send items to them for dis¬ 
cussion and then they come back to 
us for a decision. We know that the 
town crier has resigned and we need 
another one. We have had one for 
many years. 

“I propose that we put a notice in 
our notice board asking someone to 
come forward as a replacement. The 
sooner we do this, the sooner we will 
have a new one.” 

She accused the council of 
“faffing” around. “Time is going on. 
Let’s just do what we did last time. 

“Once we know if people are 
interested, we can than hold an event 
to choose one of them. What’s the 
big deal?” 

It was decided to put the advertise¬ 
ment on the notice board and then 
discuss it at the tourism and events 
committee. 


ARMCHAIR AUDITORS’ ARE NEEDED 
TO ENSURE TOTAL ACCOUNTABILITY 


THE BCBC budget 
was being debated 
yesterday (February 
23) and if approved, 
the people of 
Bridgend will face a 
further 3.77 per cent 
increase in council 
tax. 

Pensioners and fami¬ 
lies on low or fixed 
incomes will once again 
be hit hardest. After 
years of big council tax 
rises, people are justifi¬ 
ably asking me: “Where 
has all our money 
gone?” 

Council tax has dou¬ 
bled under the Labour- 
led Welsh Assembly 


Government, yet local 
taxpayers are paying 
more and getting less. 

According to the 
budget, our libraries are 
going to take the biggest 
hit - a 20 per cent cut - 
and no doubt other front 
line services will be 
next, a travesty when 
there is still so much 
waste in the system. 

Instead of proposing 
a politically-motivated 
cut to the services which 
people value most to 
deflect attention away 
from the Labour council 
and Assembly 
Government, council 
leaders should be look¬ 
ing at ways of making 


efficiencies in back 
office functions such as 
HR and payroll. 

Furthermore, town 
hall pensions cost Welsh 
council taxpayers more 
than £250 a year on 
average; sickness levels 
are almost double the 
average levels of absen¬ 
teeism in the private 
sector; and more than 50 
council workers in 
Wales take home pay 
packets of £100,000 or 
more. 

This is unsustainable 
and it’s time for senior 
staff to set a good exam¬ 
ple and exercise pay 
restraint, especially as 
council workers are fac¬ 


ing pay freezes and 
budgets are under grow¬ 
ing pressure. 

I want to see an army 
of ‘armchair auditors’ to 
scrutinise BCBC’s 
accounts. Trust in poli¬ 
tics is at an all time low. 

By making local 
Government more trans¬ 
parent and accountable, 
we can start to fix this. 

Greater openness and 
accountability will 
improve value for 
money and stop taxpay¬ 
ers’ money being wast¬ 
ed. 

Alex Williams 
(Welsh Conservative 
candidate, Bridgend) 




www.gacf^pflrwtco.uk 

George Street Furnishers 


Furniture • Carpets 
NEWPORT 01633 214241 


Beds • Bathrooms 
CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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Netball fun at Cardiff 


AR ddydd Mercher, Chwefror 9 cymrodd y tim pel rwyd rhan yng nghys- 
tadleuaeth pel rwyd yr Urdd yng Ngerddi Soffia yng Nghaerdydd. 
Chwaraeodd y plant yn arbennig o dda a mwynhau bob munud. Da iawn 
chi! 

On Wednesday, February 9, the netball team took park in the Urdd 
netball tournament at Sophia Gardens in Cardiff. 

The team played extremely well and enjoyed every minute. 
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I NEWS PROM YSGOL ST BARUC I 


St Fagan’s visit ties in with WWII project 

AR Chwefror 9, bu disgyblion blwyddyn 6 Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc yn Sain Ffagan am y diwrnod. 

Un o’rpethau mwyaf diddorol welon nhw yno oeddy cysgodfan Anderson. Mae’r disgyblion yn astudio hanes y gysodfan 
ynghyd ag agweddau arall o fywyd yn y 40au yn eu gwersi hanes yn y dosbarth. 

On February 9, year-6 pupils visited St Fagan’s National History Museum. 

One of the main attractions of the day was the Anderson shelter. The pupils are studying the history of the shelter, as well as other 
aspects of life in the 1940s in their history lessons in class. 



ABOVE: Clipboards at the ready, the pupils prepare to walk around St Fagan’s Museum. 



Vale AM meets St Baruc pupils! 

BRAINT ac anrhydedd oedd croesawi Aelod y Cynulliad Jane Hutt i Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc, dydd 
Gweneryr 11 eg o Chwefror. 

Daeth yn arbennig i gwrdd a’r disgyblion a’r Pennaeth newydd Mrs Rhian Andrew. Mynychodd 
wasanaeth gwobrwyo’r ysgol a gweldy disgyblion yn derbyn eu tystysgrifau ‘Seren yr Wythnos’ ac ‘Arwyr 
yr awr’yn ogystal a dathlu llwyddiant ein disgyblion tu allan i’r ysgol. Diolchodd Mrs Hutt am y croeso 
gafodd a dwedodd ei bod wedi mwynhau ei hymweliad i’r ysgol ynfawr. 

ON Friday, February 11, it was an honour and pleasure to welcome Vale AM Mrs Jane Hutt 
(above) to Ysgol Sant Baruc. 

She visited the school to meet the children and the new headteacher Mrs Rhian Andrew. She attended 
the awards assembly and watched the children being presented with their ‘Seren yr Wythnos’ and ‘Arwyr 
yr Awr’ certificates, as well as celebrating their achievements outside the school. 

Mrs Hutt thanked us for the warm welcome she had and said that she had thoroughly enjoyed her visit 
to the school. 



A visit to historic mineworks 


AR ddydd Iau’r lOfed o Chwefror aeth disgyblion blwyddyn 5 Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc i lawr i’r 
tywyllwch ym Mhwll Mawr! 

Cawson nhw ddiwrnod addysgiadol gwych yn dysgu am fywyd y glowyr oedd yn gweithio ym mhyllau 
glo Cymru canrifyn ol. 

ON Thursday, February 10, pupils from year-5 Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc (above) went down to 
the darkness of Big Pit! 

They had a very interesting and educational day, learning about the life and work of a coal miner in 
Wales over a century ago. 


School team reaches football final! 



LLONGYFARCHIAD 
AU enfawr i dim pel 
droed Ysgol Gymraeg 
Sant Baruc ar ddod yn 
ail yng nghys- 
tadleuaeth Pel - droed 
yr Urdd Caerdydd a’r 
Fro. 

Roedd 28 tim yn cys- 
tadlu a chwaraeodd 
Sant Baruc yn arben¬ 
nig o dda heb addefyr 
un gol tan y gem 
derfynol. Aeth y tim 
ymlaen i’r rownd 
derfynol yn erbyn 
Ysgol Coed y Gof, 
Caerdydd a'r sgor 
terfynol oedd 2 - 0 i 
Goed y Gof. Mae ’r 
gamp i’w glodforifwy 
fyth gan mae dyma’r 
tro cyntaf i’r tim gys- 
tadlu mewn cys- 
tadleuaeth a hefyd y 
tro cyntaf iddynt 
chwarae gyda’i gilydd 
fel tim. Diolch yn fawr 
i ’r hyfforddwr Mr 
Kenyon am ei waith 
caled ac i’r tim - 


mae ’r ysgol gyfan yn 
falch iawn ohonoch! 

MASSIVE congrat¬ 
ulations to Ysgol 
Gymraeg Sant Baruc 
football team for 
coming second in the 
Cardiff and Vale 
Urdd football tourna¬ 
ment. 

Twenty-eight teams 


took part and Sant 
Baruc played extreme¬ 
ly well, not conceding 
a goal until their final 
game. 

In the final, they 
played Ysgol Coed y 
Gof, Cardiff; the final 
score was 2-0 to Coed 
y Gof. 

The team are to be 


congratulated as this 
was the first time they 
had played in a tourna¬ 
ment. 

Thank you very 
much to the coach Mr 
Kenyon for his hard 
work and to the team - 
the whole school are 
very proud of you! 


Pupils take a look 
around local store 

ON Tuesday, February 15, reception class 
pupils visited Morrisons supermarket in 
Barry. 

They had the opportunity to go around the super¬ 
market, tasting different foods including pizza and 
cheese. Everyone enjoyed the visit. 

DYDD Mawrth y 15fed o Chwefror aeth disgy¬ 
blion dosbarth Derbyn Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc 
i ymweld ag archfarchnad Morrisons yn y Barri. 

Cawsomfynd o gwmpas yr archfarchnad a blasu 
gwahanol fwydydd gan gynnwys pitsa a chaws. 
Mwynheuodd pawb ei hymweliad. 

St Baruc pupils 
get the power! 

DYDD Mawrth yr 8fed o Chwefror bu disgyblion o 
ddosbarth 3 Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc arymweli- 
ad i Orsaf B?er Aberddawan yn agos i’r Barri. 
Roedd yn ddiwrnod diddorol iawn Dysgodd y disgy¬ 
blion fod yr orsaf yn defnyddio glo ac yn cynhyrchu 
egni i dros 1.5 miliwn o bobl lleol! 

ON Tuesday, February 8, pupils from class 3, 
visited Aberthaw Power Station. 

The day was very interesting and educational 
and, amongst other things, the children learnt that 
the power station uses coal and produces enough 
energy for more than 1.5 million local people! 



Cool schoolkids! 


LLONGYFARCHIADAU i’r plant canlynol o 
Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc am dderbyn pindlws 
‘Rwy’n Siarad Cymraeg’. 

Josie Clarke, Mia Palmer, Lilly Vann, Kaseigh 
Viney, Lucas Bickram, Arwel Thomas, a Harry 
Williams. Enwebwyd y disgyblion yma gan eu 
cyfoedion am fod yn Gymru Cwl. 

Cyflwynodd y Pennaeth, Mrs Rhian Andrew’r 
pindlws yn y gwasanaeth gwobrwyo ar ddiwedd yr 
banner tymor. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following 
pupils from for receiving a gold pin award 
‘Rwy’n Siarad Cymraeg’. 

Josie Clarke, Mia Palmer, Lilly Vann, Kaseigh 
Viney, Lucas Bickram, Arwel Thomas and Harry 
Williams were nominated by peers for being 
‘Cymry Cwl’. 

The gold pins awards were presented by head¬ 
teacher, Mrs Rhian Andrew, in the school celebra¬ 
tion assembly at the end of half term. 
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Charity calls 
for action on 
‘severe child 
poverty’ 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


A LEADING chil¬ 
dren’s charity is 
claiming that the 
extent of “severe 
child poverty” in 
the Vale and 
Bridgend county 
borough has been 
under estimated, 
and that is still a 
major problem. 

The charity commis¬ 
sioned a survey, look¬ 
ing at the UK as a 
whole, and claims that 
it has been able to 
extrapolate from that 
to get a picture on a 
county by county basis. 

As a result of this 
survey, Save the 
Children is calling on 
the Chancellor to draw 
up an emergency plan 
to tackle severe child 
poverty. 

For the first time 
Save the Children has 
provided a local 
authority breakdown 
of the figures which 
estimates that 3,000 (14 
per cent) of children 
living in the Vale are in 
severe poverty. 

In Bridgend county 
borough, the figures 
quoted by the charity 
are 4,000 (15 per cent) 


in severe poverty. 

According to Save 
the Children, a lone- 
parent family with one 
child aged under 14 liv¬ 
ing on an income of less 
than £7,000 is in severe 
poverty. 

The charity says 
that a couple with two 
children under 14 liv¬ 
ing on less than £12,500 
will also be in “severe 
poverty”. 

A spokeswoman said 
that the figure quoted 
referred to income 
after housing costs 
were excluded. 

However, all other 
expenses, including 
council tax, would be 
met from the income. 

The spokeswoman 
added that the figure of 
£7,000 for a single par¬ 
ent, and £12,500 for a 
couple, referred to 
income after tax, and 
that a number of peo¬ 
ple on low wages came 
into this category. 

Of the UK nations, 
Wales has the highest 
proportion of children 
living in severe poverty 
(14 per cent) followed 
by England (13) then 
Scotland and Northern 
Ireland (nine per cent 
each). 


Lucky is a 
real charmer! 


THE GEM is in 
partnership with 
the Dogs Trust to 
find good homes 
for animals in their 
charge. 

This week, Linda 
Feagan highlights Lucky 
an 8-year-old terrier 
cross. 

He is a lovely little 
dog. Despite being quite 
unsocialised when first 
coming to us, he has 
come on leaps and 
bounds. 

He plays nicely with 
other dogs, and is quick 
to learn. He is very keen 
to please, and is enjoy¬ 
ing his training. 

His new owners will 
need to continue with 
his socialising, as he can 
be a little OTT when 
first meeting new dogs! 
Lucky can live with 



ABOVE: Lucky 

older children, of 11+, 
and will be a nice little 
man if you can give him 
the right home! 

If you are interested 
in Lucky, call in at 
Court Colman, Pen-y- 
Fai, Bridgend, or call 
01656 725219. You can 
also see Lucky and some 
of his friends on the 
website at 

www.dogstrust.org. uk 


Rescue team off 
to New Zealand 


MEMBERS of the 
South Wales Fire 
and Rescue’s inter¬ 
national search and 
rescue team will 
soon head for 


Prayer meeting 

WOMEN’S World Day 
of Prayer asks ‘How 
Many Loaves have 
You?’on Friday, March 
4 at 1.45pm and 7.30pm 
in United Reform 
Church, Elfed Avenue, 
Penarth. All welcome. 


Christchurch, New 
Zealand following 
the devastating 
earthquake there. 

The nine personnel 
have their equipment 
prepared and were await¬ 
ing a flight to the earth¬ 
quake struck country 
yesterday. 

As part of the overall 
UK international search 
and rescue team, they 
will join the rescue oper¬ 
ation for people trapped 
under buildings and rub¬ 
ble. 


Relocated...Revitalised...Revealed... 

COWBRIDGE HEALTH CENTRE 

The Broadshoard, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7DA 


Cowbridge Health Centre 
provides a gleaming 21st 
century service for the town 


■ 1HE ten-year wait has been worth s - 

1 it! Cowbridge Health Centre is f 



;i|P 


everything that both patients and 


,?L2 « 



local practice staff could have dreamed 
of. 

For years, the Cowbridge and Western Vale 
Group Practice and the Cowbridge and Vale 
Medical Practice provided their services in the 
cramped premises of Old Hall Gardens. 

But now, the two practices have moved into 
gleaming, purpose-built premises just beyond the 
town’s leisure centre along the Broadshoard. 

Dr Janet Taylor said she and her partners felt the 
opening of the new health centre represented the 
culmination of many years of searching for a suit¬ 
able site and planning the development. 

“The new building will provide much more 
space and incorporates modern facilities, including 
better access for children and the disabled. There is 
adequate parking for both staff and patients. 

“The improved site will allow us to continue 
training young doctors and to provide the people of 
Cowbridge and the Western Vale with the excellent 
service that they deserve.” 

Dr Paul Arnold said the move would improve 
facilities for patients and said: “After a long time at 
the Old Hall Grounds site, we are all delighted to 
have moved to our new health centre and look for¬ 
ward to providing our patients with improved 
healthcare facilities.” 

This week, as final touches were being made to 
the operation of the practices, the two practice 
managers, Pat Hold and Lindsey Richards, were 
able to reflect with relief on a successful move and 
with optimism for the future. 

Pat, who has been the local practice manager for 
the Cowbridge and Western Vale Group for 10 
years, said: “The staff put in lots of extra hours 
round the clock over the last two weeks, including 
evenings and weekends, to help in the move. 

“At our previous premises, we were bursting at 
the seams. What we are now able to offer is a mod¬ 
ern, 21st century service to people. 

“Lots of time and effort has been spent upgrad¬ 



ing the facilities.” 

Lindsey, the manager with the Cowbridge and 
Vale Medical Practice, explained: “We had com¬ 
pletely outgrown the old building. It was just not 
fit for purpose. This is a fabulous building with a 
lot more space for everyone. 

“Members of staff all now have a place to call 
their own, there is storage space and plenty of 
parking for visiting patients.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 17) 


ABOVE: 

Staff at Cowbridge Health Centre 
ready to welcome patients to the 
new premises included (from left to 
right) Lesley , Helen, Claire, Carol , 
Lorraine, and Sandra. 


Miriam Handren 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Counselling and Psychotherapy 

Fully Qualified UKCP Reg. 
Experienced Est. 2003 


01446 760159 

www.psychotherapyinthevale.com 


Traditional Acupuncture 

Member of the British Acupuncture Council 
Pauline Jones 
B.A. (Hons), Lie. Ac., M.B.Ac.C. 

The Mount, City, 

Cowbridge CF71 7RW 



Now at... 

barefoot studio, Cowbridge 

For enquiries and appointments, please call: 

01446 775772 (Studio) 

01446 773159 (Evenings) 

07753 986921 (Mobile) 


Clare Ingram HDipFHPA loCP of 

No Mean Feet 

Llantwit Major 
is pleased to announce 
that she will also he in 
practice at the new 
Cowbridge and Vale 
Medical Practice’s wing. 
Full Chiropody treatments 
available from 
Monday, March 7th. 
Phone Clare on 
07947 406404. 

Home visits can be arranged. 






Wales leading Office Supplier 



Cowbridge jjtf'o} 
Podiatry & l • 
Chiropody Clinic 


I Friendly professional footcare 
l Clinic and home appointments 
I Wheelchair access 
l A range of footware products 
available 

For appointments: 

Tel 01446 771058 


hpcs- 


Diverse Commercial 
Solutions Ltd 


dcs) 


• Commercial Cleaning 

• Facilities Management 

• Property Solutions 

• Consultancy Services 

Office: 0844 800 9492 
contact@dcs-ltd.org 
www.dcs-ltd.org 

Diverse Solutions 
to Meet 

Everyone’s Needs 
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Incorporating: 

Cowbridge & Western Vale Group Practice it 01446 772383 - www.cowbridgedoctors.com 

Cowbridge & Western Vale Medical Practice -zr 01446 772237 - www.cowbridgeandvalemedicalpractice.co.uk 

ABMU Health Board (Formerly Bro Morgannwg) ® 01656 763130 - www.abmuniversity-trust.wales.nhs.uk 




(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 17) 

Patients arrive in a 
waiting area that is 
cheerful and bright 
thanks to large skylights. 
Touch screen technology 
has been introduced to 
speed things along, and 
there’s even a choice of 
seating: sculpted wood¬ 
en seats or padded sofas. 

While people wait to 
see the doctor, there are 
large video screens 
which dispense useful 
health tips, such as how 
to stop smoking, avoid 
falls and healthy eating. 

Pat pointed out that 
the extra space would 
enable the practice to 
run more consulting 
rooms, continue training 
GPs in its vital role as a 
‘teaching practice’ and 
also expand on minor 
surgery. Other additional 
facilities include training 


rooms, a library and a 
boardroom which can be 
hired out to local com¬ 
panies. 

She added: “We also 
have a new phone sys¬ 
tem to help with tele¬ 
phone access, which had 
been an issue. It was 
something we had been 
aware of, but couldn’t 
do anything about until 
we had relocated.” 

Shan Morgan of 
Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg University 
Health Board, which is 
also occupies part of the 
new premises, said: 

“Our district nurses, 
health visitors, podiatry 
and physiotherapy staff, 
and the Vale Community 
Health team have all 
moved in and are 
delighted with the facili¬ 
ties. 

“People should call 
01656 763130 if they 



Back Pain - Sciatica - Headache - Neck Pain 
Dizziness - Migraine - Shoulder, Elbow, Wrist and Arm 
pain - Whiplash - Hip, Knee, Ankle and Leg Pain 
Postural Problems - Sports Injuries 
Fully registered - Male and Female Chiropractor Available 
For appointments, information or advice, call us on: 

07402 368153 

www.optimalchiropractic.co.uk 


want to contact the dis¬ 
trict nurses, until the 
number is transferred to 
the Vale Health Board.” 

Mr Geoff Simm, of 
Brackley Investments 
Ltd, the specialist devel¬ 
oper behind the project, 
said: “We are delighted 
to have worked with 
colleagues at both GP 
practices to design and 
build this much needed 
improvement to the 
healthcare facilities for 
the people of 
Cowbridge. 

“Our close working 


relationship with both 
Cardiff and Vale 
University Health Board 
and with the Vale 
Council has meant that, 
in addition to providing 
the new health centre, 
we have been able to 
improve access and car 
parking for the existing 
leisure centre.” 

People can also make 
their way on foot to 
Cowbridge Health 
Centre by going through 
the gate on North Road 
behind the Bear Hotel. 



www.cowbridgephysiotherapy.co.uk 

C-awljLLdgG 

LTiydoUiGtipy 

ACUPUNCTURE & SPORTS INJURY CENTRE 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

• BACK PAIN* KNEE PAIN 
• SPECIALIST SPORTS INJURY CLINIC 



Tel: 01446 776466 
Mobile: 07711087725 
14 High Street, 
Cowbridge CF717AG 


FREE ASSESSMENT 

(With this advert cutting) 



ABOVE: 

The new touch screen help the reception staff 
to log in patients that much quicker. 


Discount k 
Offer t 
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dental centre 

Vale independant practice 


FOR ALL 
YOUR 
DENTAL 
NEEDS 


Now expanded to V 
COWBRIDGE 
one of Cardiff’s premier 
Physiotherapy & 

Sports Injury Clinics 

Physiotherapy • Sports Massage • Podiatry 
Acupuncture • Chiropody 

Better Value, Quicker Recovery 

Friendly welcome in relaxing surroundings with 
professionally qualified staff 

Barefoot Studio, 61-63 Eastgate, 
COWBRIDGE 


/ 

flooi 


mm Pleased to 
wM announce the 
W opening of our 
^new ground 
floor surgery. 


Book Today! 


t: 02920 762000 

e: info@healthandsports.co.uk 
w: www.healthandsports.co.uk 
50-52 Station Road,Llanishen, 
Cardiff, CF14 5QP 


• Currently accepting new patients 

• Same day CEREC revolutionary 
restorations 

• Implantology carried out in the 
practice 

•Affiliated with Postgraduate 
Dept as vocational training practice 

• BDA good practice accredited 

• Compliant with new cross 
infection guidelines 

Call us on... 

01446 77N63 for more information 

or visit: www.vipdentalcentre.info 

64c Eastgate, Cowbridge,Vale of Glamorgan CF71 IAB 
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THE GREAT DEBATE AS PUBLIC PREPARES TO GO TO THE POLLS 


‘We need to catch up with the rest of JJK 

‘Referendum is not about 


independence, more AMs, 
or more powers for Wales’ 

by First Minister Carwyn 
Jones, AM for Bridgend 


N March 3, 
we have an 
important 
vote about the 
future of Wales. 

For some years now, 
we have had a slow and 
expensive system of 
making laws in Wales. 

If the Assembly 
wants to do something, 
it often has to make a 
written application to 
Westminster to ask for 
the power to pass a 
law. 

This slow process 
winds its way through 
the Commons and the 
Lords until finally it 
comes back to Cardiff. 
Only then can we actu¬ 
ally do something. 

It can take years for 
us to pass laws, unlike 
in England, Scotland 
and tiny Northern 
Ireland, where they can 
pass laws by them¬ 
selves without going 
through this process. 

Just as you’d expect 
a business to be as effi¬ 
cient as possible, so you 
should expect the same 
from government. We 
in Wales have the slow¬ 
est form of government 
in Britain and I believe 
we deserve something a 
lot more efficient, just 
like everyone else in 
the UK. 

# The referendum is 
NOT about extra pow¬ 
ers for the Assembly. 


B Y now, most of 
the readers of 
The GEM will 
have received the 
booklet supplied by 
the Electoral 
Commission, 
allegedly explaining, 
what the 

Referendum Vote on 
March 3 is all about. 

I say ‘allegedly’ 
because it does not make 
plain exactly what extra 
powers the population 
will be voting for. 

Obviously I was 
aware that the Assembly 
had law making powers, 
but in terms of knowing 
what those powers relat¬ 
ed to, and how many, I, 
like many, were igno¬ 
rant, and in my case still 
am. 

I now know that there 
are 20 subject areas, 
including agriculture, 
food, the Welsh lan¬ 
guage etc, and quoting 
the booklet it states ‘In 
each subject area, the 
Assembly can make 
laws on some matters, 
but not others’. 

The Assembly has to 
have permission from 
the UK Parliament to 
make the laws they wish 
in respect of these areas. 
How many times have 
they been refused I do 


Nothing new is being 
given to it. All it means 
is that it can take deci¬ 
sions more quickly in 
the areas it’s already 
responsible for. 

• It’s NOT about 
independence. All it 
means is that Wales 
will have the same sta¬ 
tus as Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

• It’s NOT about 
more AMs. The num¬ 
ber will stay at 60. 

• It’s NOT about 
tax-varying powers. 
The Assembly won’t be 
able to set taxes what¬ 
ever the result of the 
vote. 

It is about better 
government for Wales. 
A ‘No’ vote will mean 
we’re stuck with what 
is now a slow, clanking 
and expensive system 
which no-one else in 
the UK has to put up 
with. 

We in Wales still 
have the Austin Ten 
while everyone else has 
a new Ford! It will also 
mean that Wales will 
pretty much disappear 
off a cliff as far as 
being noticed by 
Whitehall is concerned. 

I want us to catch up 
with the rest of Britain 
and build on the good 
work of the last 12 


not know, and why they 
were, if any were 
refused, is another ques¬ 
tion. 

What I find difficult 
understanding, is why 
Parliament, when it 
agreed to give Wales its 
Assembly, did not give it 
the full powers for all 20 
subject areas? 

I know that the politi¬ 
cal hierarchy will sug¬ 
gest that the powers 
agreed to were given to 
allow the Assembly to 
‘bed-in’ as it were, then 
with time and experi¬ 
ence, more powers 
would follow. 

I wish to know what 
extra powers for each 
subject area the 
Assembly will have and 
will it benefit the majori¬ 
ty of the population? 

I am currently unde¬ 
cided, but lean towards 
voting ‘No’, simply 
because when the Welsh 
Assembly want these 
powers, the information 
supplied by the Electoral 
Commission is not fully 
transparent. 

Suggesting that the 
Commission is inde¬ 
pendent is one thing, not 
making the information 
clear is another. 

FMD Knill, 

Pendoylan 


years with free bus 
passes, free prescrip¬ 
tions, with the ProAct 
scheme which kept 
12,000 people in work 
during the recession, 
and, of course, the 
financial support that 
students will receive in 
Wales that’s being 
denied to them in 
England. 

I believe that laws 


I N answer to the 
letter from 
Chris Elmore in 
The GEM on 
February 3,1 would 
like to make the fol¬ 
lowing comments. 

The Assembly already 
has the law-making 
powers over economic 
development, education, 
health, transport, local 
government, public 
administration and if 
given more powers, it 
will slowly separate us 
from the UK. 

This will mean we 
will lose the £9.1 billion 
we receive from UK 
Treasury. One does not 
have to be a a mathe¬ 
matician to work out 
where the loss of £9.1 
billion will be made up 
from; my mind tells me 
the Welsh taxpayer 
would have to pay out 
an additional £3,100 
every year. 

To the Yes voters, 
please think before you 
vote: a quote from Ron 
Davies, Labour 
Secretary of State for 
Wales (Hansard 22 July 
1997) “We do not pro¬ 
pose to construct a new 
building for the 
Assembly, or to create 


IKE your cor¬ 
respondent 
Kenneth 
Jenkins of Rhoose 
(The GEM, 

February 17), I am 
also 86 years of age 
and have witnessed 
many changes over 
the years - not 
always to the benefit 
of our country. 

I watched TV’s 
‘Dragon’s Eye’ about 
two weeks ago, because 
I had learned that there 
would be a discussion 
between the leaders of 
the ‘Yes’ and the ‘No’ 
referendum campaigns. 

The ‘No’ vote speak¬ 
er, a lady, said that her 
campaign’s success in 
declining public funding 
meant that the ‘Yes’ 
campaign would also not 


that only apply in 
Wales should be made 
in Wales, just as laws 
that apply to the whole 
of the UK should be 
made at Westminster. 

I’m sure that most 
people would agree 
with that. 

I’ll be voting ‘Yes ’ on 
March 3 and I ask you 
to do the same. Wales 
deserves a better future. 
Let’s make sure that we 
can create it after 
March 3. 


more bureaucracy in a 
democratic Wales or 
more civil servants.” 

I will use another 
quote from our No vote 
leaflet (I am including 
these for the electors 
who may have not 
received one). 

Also in 1997 we were 
told that the Assembly 
costs would not exceed 
£17 million a year. 

Since then, the number 
of Assembly civil ser¬ 
vants has almost tripled 
- 76 properties now 
make up the Assembly 
estate: 

Assembly buildings: 
Cardiff Bay, £67m; 
Aberystwyth, £22m; 
Llandudno junction, 

£20. lm; Merthyr Tydfil, 
£18.8m; WAG adminis¬ 
tration for 2008-9, 
£346m; Assembly com¬ 
mission for 2008-9, 
£49.7m. 

To end my reasons for 
not voting Yes but to 
vote No, I will ask: with 
the expected increase in 
AMs, researchers, staff, 
flats accommodation 
expenses, where will the 
cost come from to meet 
the increases? 

Coun E T Williams, 
Barry 

(Conservative member, 
Illtyd Ward) 


be publicly funded. 

During the course of 
the discussion, the ‘Yes’ 
campaign leader was 
tackled on the sugges¬ 
tion of 20 more 
Assembly members if 
they won, and although 
the gentleman denied it 
at first, he did in the end 
agree that there would 
be more AMs appointed. 

In view of the fact 
that the Westminster par¬ 
liament is proposing to 
cut 50 MPs, I think that 
the Welsh Assembly 
should do the same and 
not take on another 20 
more salaries. 

It certainly convinced 
me that I have to vote 
‘No’. We cannot afford 
such extra expense. 

Mrs D E Coombes 
Herridge, 

Barry. 



What are these 
extra powers? 


My reasons for 
voting NO’ 


TV debate made 
up my mind’ 



‘Why I am voting YES for Wales’ 


I N answer to the letter of Mr Eddie 
Fitzpatrick, of ‘True Wales’ (The 
GEM, February 3) I will most defi¬ 
nitely be voting Yes on March 3. 

A Yes vote will mean cheaper more efficient 
government for us in Wales. 

Instead of having to wait years for committees 
of English Lords and MPs to give their approval to 
things concerning Wales, by voting Yes, we in 
Wales will be able to make our own decisions 
about our daily lives. 

The so called ‘True Wales’ brigade, of which Mr 
Fitzpatrick is a member is anything but truthful; 

UNTRUE - The slippery slope to independence 
argument. The proposal on offer is only for the 
limited number of areas already devolved to Wales. 

The Scottish Parliament and the Northern 
Ireland Assembly already have far more devolved 
powers, and no-one talks about them being on a 
slippery slope. 

UNTRUE - That there will be more AMs... This 
is not on offer, and neither is there any offer of tax¬ 
raising powers. 

UNTRUE - That either the Assembly or the Yes 
Campaign are somehow elitist. The Assembly is 
elected by ALL the people of Wales, whatever their 
class, race or creed. 

The majority of those of us in the Yes camp who 
campaign for better government are like myself, 

Parties unite 
to say 


working class, not an elite. 

UNTRUE - That, as one of the leading spokes¬ 
men of ‘True Wales’, Paul Matthews implies, the 
people of Wales are too stupid to make decisions 
about themselves -1 won’t even attempt to answer 
that one. 

The ‘No’ camp should rename itself ‘Un-true 
Wales’ or ‘NO Wales’. They do not have our inter¬ 
ests at heart. 

They won’t even tell you that the present gov¬ 
ernment is going to radically reduce the number of 
Welsh MPs, and that the little voice of Wales at 
Westminster will be even smaller. 

They won’t tell you that our only hope is a 
stronger Assembly which can defend the interests, 
livelihoods and lifestyles of all of us who live in 
Wales. That’s why I’m voting Yes. 

Colin Lewis, 

Kenfig Hill. 

Mixed messages 
from politicians 


YES for Wales 
attracted up to 60 
people to a launch 
meeting in Dinas 
Powys when speak¬ 
ers from the four 
main parties in 
Wales addressed 
the meeting. 

Former First Minister, 
and Labour AM for 
Cardiff West Rhodri 
Morgan said: “As a 
Dinas Powys long-term 
resident, almost a ‘lifer,’ 
I very much enjoyed the 
experience of addressing 
the Yes Campaign 
launch event in Wales’ 
largest village. We had 
excellent questions that 
really did get to the 
heart of the issues.” 

Conservative AM 
David Melding said: 

“As a NO voter back in 
1997 I would urge ah 
doubters to now vote 
YES. 

“Devolution has not 
weakened Britain but 
rather led to a less cen- 


T HE recent 

announcements 
in The GEM 
about voters’ registra¬ 
tion were a timely 
reminder that every¬ 
one should vote on 
March 3. 

Whatever the out¬ 
come, it is important that 
this is achieved through 
a high turnout of voters, 
thus ensuring that the 
result has been reached 
by an overall majority of 
the electorate. 

Voters should make an 
informed choice and 
ignore political rhetoric. 

Past performance is 
usually an indication of 
future achievement: and 
in this regard it is worth 
noting that 15 
Legislative Competence 
Orders (LCOs) have 
been successfully intro¬ 
duced by the Assembly 
and accepted by 
Parliament since 2007. 


YES... 

tralised form of govern¬ 
ment that is closer to the 
people. We should build 
on this and make the 
National Assembly a 
more robust institution 
similar to the Scottish 
Parliament. 

“This will be a more 
efficient, transparent and 
accountable way of 
working and one that 
effectively scrutinises 
the Welsh Assembly 
Government.” 

The meeting was also 
addressed by Welsh 
Liberal Democrat 
Eluned Parrott. 

Plaid Cymru regional 
AM Chris Franks com¬ 
mented after the meet¬ 
ing: “It was great to be 
part of such a positive 
meeting in Dinas 
Powys. It was fantastic 
to see so many people 
committed to hearing 
the message that laws 
that affect only Wales 
should be made in 
Wales.” 


Therefore, the present 
system of introducing 
legislation is working 
well and this process has 
been made more effi¬ 
cient over time because 
of refinements made by 
the Assembly. 

The critical questions 
are: Can the present sys¬ 
tem which is working 
well be significantly 
improved if more law¬ 
making powers are 
obtained now/ 

Will any perceived 
improvement in legisla¬ 
tive competence be 
worth moving away 
from independent scruti¬ 
ny and monitoring 
olfered by Parliament? 

Finally will the new 
legislative powers for the 
Assembly mean that 
Welsh MPs no longer 
have an input to legisla¬ 
tion produced in Wales? 
Alan Gould, 

Llysworney 


T great 
financial cost 
to taxpayers, 
politicians have for 
decades insisted we 
could only remain a 
successful country if 
we were a United 
Kingdom within a 
United Europe 
working towards 
the same basic stan¬ 
dards and laws to 
eradicate division 
and wars. 

Yet today, politicians 
advocate the break up of 
the United Kingdom into 
smaller areas of self- 
interest and are creating 
less unity by wanting 
different standards and 
laws for Wales. 

This can only be 
achieved with the addi¬ 
tion of more politicians, 
civil servants and 
bureaucracy and having 
established the Welsh 
Assembly as an extra 


R eaders of 

The GEM 
may like to 
know how the team 
of almost 20 local 
volunteers who con¬ 
stitute ‘Llanilltyd 
Fawr in Flower’ are 
supporting local 
regeneration. 

The charity sources 
funding to plant up two 
flower beds and five 
planters in the town cen¬ 
tre with a display that 
changes twice year - as 
well as funding plants 
for hanging baskets and 
planters for any local 
businesses that want to 
participate. 

The team of volun¬ 
teers weed, water, 
remove rubbish, and 
generally care for the 
plants on a daily basis 
for 52 weeks of the year, 
and are often compli¬ 
mented on how the dis¬ 
play brightens up the 
town centre. 

Hearing of the pro¬ 
posed new develop¬ 
ments, charity Chair 
Tina Benfield became 
involved at the planning 
stage, so that the flower 


tier of government in 
Cardiff from a minority 
of the people in Wales, 
politicians now want our 
agreement to increase 
their powers. 

The UK Government 
talks about a Big Society 
but I am afraid greater 
devolution will create a 
smaller divided society 
as conflicting standards 
and laws emerge over 
time. 

Traditionally, London 
has financially supported 
each person in Wales 
more than those in 
England. 

However, with greater 
devolution and the trans¬ 
fer of UK jobs and 
wealth to the Far East, 
that may end in the 
future and the simple 
remedy then would be to 
give taxation powers to 
Cardiff to cover the 
shortfall. 

Gary Victor, 

Porthcawl 


planters could be incor¬ 
porated into the new 
design. 

As a result of this dia¬ 
logue, it was agreed that 
extra taps would be 
installed to make the 
watering easier. She 
also lobbied for posts to 
be erected to carry hang¬ 
ing baskets which 
Llanilltyd Fawr in 
Flower will buy thanks 
to a generous grant from 
nPower Aberthaw, and 
maintain in partnership 
with the council. 

They have agreed to 
be responsible for the 
watering, housing a 
bowser which the charity 
will buy. This will be a 
partnership project 
between charity and 
local council, which will 
benefit everyone in the 
town. 

We can see the work 
progressing at an 
encouraging rate, and 
are confident that the 
end result will be a fit¬ 
ting tribute to the enthu¬ 
siasm and hard work of 
everybody involved. 
Chris Neuss 
(Llanilltyd Fawr in 
Flower) 


Ignore rhetoric 
and just vote! 



How Llantwit 
volunteers support 
regeneration 
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The path down to the 
beach becomes a canal! 



THE new pathway 
down to Llantwit 
Major beach was 
under water earlier 
this week following 
torrential rain. 

GEM reader, 

Patricia Mears, who 
took these photos, com¬ 
mented: “When does a 
pathway become a 
canal? When it’s the 
new path to Llantwit 
Major beach!” 

Another reader, 
Amanda Sarll, who 
likes to take her chil¬ 
dren and dogs for a 
walk down to the beach 
area, contacted The 
GEM to point out: 
“This is going to hap¬ 
pen again and again. 
The meadow is com¬ 
pletely saturated and 
the water will take sev¬ 
eral days to drain 
away. The path has 
been built in the wrong 
place. It has not been 
thought through prop- 



ABOVE: 

Diggers on the path. 


erly.” She suggested 
the path on the right 
hand side looking in 
the direction of 
Llantwit Major, should 
have been enhanced, 
rather than construct¬ 
ing the new one in its 
current location. 


YOUTH COFFEE 

A VALE of Glamorgan circuit youth coffee morn¬ 
ing, with stalls and activities for children and 
young people, will he held at Albert Road 
Methodist church and community centre, Penarth, 
on Saturday, March 5 from 10.30am-12noon. 

GARDENING TALK 

WELSH gardening expert Ivor Mace, takes centre 
stage on the topic of ‘A Year in my Garden ’ in the 
St Quentin Suite at the Bear Hotel, Cowbridge, on 
Wednesday, March 16 at 7.30pm. 

Promoted by Cowbridge Physic Garden, the talk 
is a departure from the usual gardeners ’ question 
time format. As well as being a highly successful 
vegetable grower, Ivor Mace is a nationwide expert 
on chrysanthemums, roses and carnations. 

Admission is £5 and proceeds are in aid of the 
physic garden, run entirely by volunteers. 


Workshops draw 
in adult learners 


ADULT Learners 
took a break from 
the usual Saturday 
routine at one day 
workshops at 
Palmerston 
Community 
Learning Centre 
recently. 

A record number of 
students enrolled on the 
courses and the ‘cup¬ 
cakes workshop’ in par¬ 
ticular proved so popular 
that extra weekend dates 
have been added. 

In the EBay workshop, 
students spent a day with 
tutor Chris Thomas 
learning the dos and 
donts for setting up and 
buying and selling safely 
online. A workshop with 
glasswork tutor Yvonne 


Coffey, learning to create 
jewellery and glasswork 
fired in the microwave 
oven, was also fully 
booked. 

Life drawing work¬ 
shops are also popular 
under art tutor Gary 
Colston. 

In the dressmaking 
workshop, basic cutting 
and sewing machine 
skills were learnt under 
the supervision of tutor 
Joanne Terrar. 

One-day Saturday 
workshops will take 
place on March 19 at 
10am-4pm and will 
include digital photogra¬ 
phy, painting with oils 
and acrylics, pottery and 
ceramics, sugarcraft cake 
decorating and patch- 
work and quilting. 


New ‘adiZone’ could be 
Island’s next attraction 


AN open air 

gym 

dubbed 

an 

‘adiZone’ looks as if 

it is set for Barry 

Island. 


More than 

40 

adiZones have 

been 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


rolled out in a number of 
locations in England so 
far - they offer fitness 
facilities, and the public 
can turn up and use them 
without having to pay a 
charge or needing mem¬ 
bership. 

A proposal to site an 
adiZone on the vacant 
area of ground on Paget 
Road opposite the snook¬ 
er hall was put to traders 
during a liaison meeting 
involving the Vale 
Council, the police and 
business owners last 
week. 

An indicative vote by 
local traders backed the 
plan. 

Phil Beaman, the oper¬ 
ational manager for parks 


and grounds maintenance planning permission is 
for the Vale Council, required. If approved an 
explained: “The parks application for funding 
and grounds maintenance will be made to the Barry 
division is currently con- Regeneration Area 
sidering the installation Board. If all goes to plan, 
of an adiZone at Barry the site could be opera- 
island at the time of the tional by the autumn of 
London 2012 Olympic 2012. 
and Paralympic Games “This could be a fan- 
to inspire more young tastic opportunity for 
people to take part in both Vale residents and 
sport. visitors to access free 

“The adiZone is a plat- sports and fitness facili- 
form for local communi- ties at Barry Island, 
ties to engage with many adding to our plans to 
different types of physi- improve the general 
cal activity from dance, amenity of the area.” 
basketball and football to Local businessman 
gyms. It provides users Brian Osborne said that 
free access to sports and while he welcomed the 
fitness facilities. It can fact that the council was 
also be a hub for sports being proactive in seek- 
and fitness clubs’ com- ing to upgrade the Island 
munity engagement pro- with facilities, he doubt- 
grams. ed whether the adiZone 

“A site on Paget Road had been earmarked for 
is being considered and the correct place. 


“We have worked hard 
to project a family 
friendly image of Barry 
Island but I don’t believe 
this is going to the right 
location.” 

Mr Osborne ques¬ 
tioned why such a deci¬ 
sion was being made in 
advance of the ‘Barry 
Island Master Plan’ being 
considered, adding that 
he was concerned that 
the adiZone might 
become an unwelcome 
gathering point near the 
seafront, particularly dur¬ 
ing the winter months. 

Island councillor 
Steffan Wiliam gave the 
adiZone qualified back¬ 
ing. 

He explained: “I think 
the idea is worth a punt 
and better than having 
waste ground. 

“However, it must be 
monitored. If there is any 
problem we must act 
quickly to do something 
about it.” 



Chief Supt 
Alum Thomas, 
of Porthcawl. 


.... ■ 


CHIEF 

Superintendent 
Alun Thomas of 
Porthcawl has 
been appointed the 
new commander 
for Cardiff. 

He spent most of the 
last decade working in 
the city where he previ¬ 
ously served as 
Detective Chief 
Inspector and 
Superintendent. The 
father-of-two moves 
back to the capital after 
a year overseeing the 
specialist operations 
department at force 
headquarters, replacing 
Chief Superintendent 
Bob Tooby, who retired 
earlier this month. 

“I am overjoyed and 
extremely proud to be 
working back in Cardiff, 
which has been my sec¬ 



ond home, having spent 
the last six years of my 
26 years of service 
here,” he said. 

“I arrive at the start of 
what is going to be an 
extremely challenging 
time for South Wales 
Police, as a result of 
financial restrictions 
across all public sector 
services. 

“However, I can 
assure you that the 
enthusiasm and dili¬ 
gence of our officers 
will remain constant 
throughout this period. 

“The good news is 
that the team continues 
to deliver outstanding 
results, such as the 
recent 11.6 per cent 
reduction in crime or 
4,662 fewer victims 
compared to the previ¬ 
ous 12 months. This 
success is due to the 


Porthcawl 
officer is the 
capital’s new 
police chief 


Council asks for 
Island’s views 


The Vale Council is 
holding planning work¬ 
shops for residents at 
the Old Railway 
Station building on 
Barry Island to look at 
what land might be 
available for develop¬ 
ment, how access and 
parking at the Island 
might operate and what 
schemes the council 
could consider. 

Coun Rhodri 
Traherne, cabinet 
member for economic 
development and 


regeneration, 
explained: “The inten¬ 
tion is to examine ideas 
and possible schemes 
for the island. It is 
vital that we have the 
views of local people in 
order to take forward 
any future develop¬ 
ment. ” 

The workshops are 
planned for March 8, 
10am -12pm; March 9, 
2pm-4pm and March 
10, 6.30pm-8.30pm. 


Frustration in Dinas: 

Who is responsible? 


I WOULD like to 
comment on some of 
the points made by 
Coun Val Hartrey in 
her letter ‘Residents 
are fed up’ in a recent 
issue of The GEM. 

First, the bus lane 
constructed from 
Eastbrook to the Merrie 
Harrier junction: This 
was first proposed by the 
Conservative administra¬ 
tion of the Vale Council 
while in coalition with 
Plaid Cymru (Val’s 
party). 

However, the report 
stage was passed and the 
final bid was made by 
the Labour/Plaid admin¬ 
istration. 

The scheme was 
given the go-ahead by 
this administration while 
Coun Chris Williams, 
one of the Plaid Cymru 
councillors representing 
Dinas Powys, held the 
portfolio for planning 
and transport in the 
coalition cabinet. 

At the end of her let¬ 
ter, Val says that the vil¬ 
lage has been waiting for 
more than 40 years for a 
by-pass. No-one would 
disagree. 

However, I would like 
to point out that the 
Conservative administra¬ 
tion from 2000 to 2007 
applied annually for a 


READER’S 

VIEWPOINT 


grant from the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
for the funds that would 
be required for such a 
large capital investment. 

These requests were 
refused annually and 
eventually the Vale 
Council was told to stop 
sending applications. 

The current Minister 
for Economy and 
Transport at the 
Assembly is Ieuan Wyn 
Jones, the Plaid Cymru 
leader. Perhaps Val could 
have a word with him at 
their next party confer¬ 
ence? The proposed new 
Tesco at the site of the 
Castle Oak public house 
raises an interesting 
point. 

The divergence of 
planning regulations 
between Wales and 
England since devolu¬ 
tion means that in Wales 
Tesco do not need to 
have change of use plan¬ 
ning permission granted 
by the Vale Council, 
whereas in England they 
would. 

As a result, any super¬ 
market may buy a public 
house in Wales and turn 
it into a retail outlet. 

Andrew Robertson, 
Leckwith 


professional work of 
officers, the active 
involvement of our part¬ 
ners at Safer Capital, 
and the public, who I 
know want to make this 
is an even safer place to 
work, live and 
socialise.” 

He is one of four 
members of the South 
Wales Police Triathlon 
Team - twice winners 
and current champions 
of the European 
Ironman Emergency 
Services competition. 


He takes the helm in 
Cardiff supported by 
Superintendent Julian 
Williams (crime and 
operations) and 
Superintendent Liane 
James (communities and 
partnerships). 

“Everybody would 
like a police officer in 
their street, but we need 
to be masters of being in 
the right place at the 
right time. I am confi¬ 
dent that I have the best 
team to achieve this,” he 
added. 


Rhoose Point 
land to be bought 
by Vale Council 

THE Vale Council 
is to take possession 
of land at Rhoose 
Point, by buying it 
from the adminis¬ 
trators of the failed 
development com¬ 
pany. 

At a cabinet meeting 
this week (Monday) the 
decision was taken to 
pay the administrators 
£20,000 for the land. 

A number of section 
106 payments were out¬ 
standing, but these are 
now to be written off, 
although the Vale 
Council is holding a sum 
of £55,000, previously 
paid by the developers, 

Cofton. 

The report considered 
by cabinet stated: “The 
transfer documents as 
now drafted make refer¬ 
ence to this sum and the 
fact that the council can 
exercise discretion in 
how it uses the £55,000 


previously paid towards 
the cost of constructing 
changing rooms at the 
site." 

The report added: 
“There have been com¬ 
plaints by local residents 
of anti-social behaviour 
on the land that is to be 
transferred. 

“Most of these com¬ 
plaints relate to the land 
not being effectively 
managed by the compa¬ 
ny. 

“The lagoon area is a 
particular source of con¬ 
cern, with the Police 
recently having to 
increase their patrols of 
the area to address the 
problems being experi¬ 
enced. 

“The transfer of this 
land to the council will 
permit improved man¬ 
agement arrangements, 
which will improve the 
quality of life of resi¬ 
dents who live in close 
proximity to the area of 
concern. ” 


SAINT’S DAY 

HOLY Trinity Church, Barry, is holding 
a celebration for St David on Saturday, 
March 5 at 7pm with traditional refresh¬ 
ments - cawl and entertainment. 

Tickets £3; entrance to the hall is in 
Aberystwyth Crescent. 


Havard & Havard 
invite you to 
“A Romantic Home” 
with Andrew Douglas Forbes 



Andrew, one of Wales, foremost artists, 
conveys a mood of romance, wonder and 
enchantment through his paintings. 

His eye for detail and use of colour offer a 
perfect backdrop for any setting. 
Enjoy cakes and conversation on how art 
can bring a romantic mood to your home. 
Tuesday March 1st from 2 o’clock 
Dewch i ddathlu Dydd Gwyl Dewi 
We will be taking donations for Ty Hafan 
59 East gate, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7EL 

01446 775021 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Pegg and Frost’s 
alien comedy 
tickles funny bone 


IMON Pegg 
and Nick 
Frost have 
come a long way 
since they lit up 
Channel 4 with the 
sitcom Spaced. 

Big screen visits with 
the hugely successful 
Shaun of the Dead and 
Hot Fuzz, as well as 
individual outings in the 
likes of Star Trek and 
Mission: Impossible 3 
for Pegg, and The Boat 
That Rocked for Frost, 
have seen the pair 
become big deals in the 
world of film. 

While their third col¬ 
laboration with Edgar 
Wright remains on the 
backbumer, the pair’s 
first script together 
makes it way into cine¬ 
mas. 

Entitled Paul, it sees 
Pegg and Frost play 
Graeme and Clive, two 
geeks on a road trip 


across America, who 
come across the titular 
alien (voiced by Seth 
Rogen). 

Paul wants the pair to 
help him get home - 
however government 
agents (led by Jason 
Bateman) are hot on 
their tail and are intent 
on capturing Paul for 
their own nefarious 
means... 

Simon Pegg and Nick 
Frost have been happy 
to mine the ‘buddy 
movie’ genre in their 
previous outings, with 
both Hot Fuzz and 
Shaun of the Dead, 
while clever deconstruc¬ 
tions of the action and 
zombie genre respec¬ 
tively, carrying the 
underlying air of ‘bro- 
mance’ between their 
characters. 

Paul is no exception 
to this, the pair playing 
close friends whose 
friendship plays 



Cats Protection, Pant Hirwaun, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend CF32 9UJ 
Tel: 01656 726621 • Fax: 01656 722012 
Email: bridgend. manager@cats.org. uk 


Ginger needs 
a quiet life... 



MEET Ginger, a handsome 7-year-old 
neutered male who came to Cats Protection 
Bridgend Adoption Centre when his owners 
couldn’t afford to treat him after a car acci¬ 
dent. He is fit and healthy now and needs a 
quiet life, having sadly lost a leg. He has a 
really sweet nature and would make a lovely 
addition to the family, the centre says. 


* I^Lions Club of Bridgend 

I" Charity 
Book Fair 

F riday/Saturday/Sunday 
March 4th, 5th & 6th 

9.00am - 5.00pm each day 

Thousands of Bargains!! 

at YMCA 

Angel Street, Bridgend 
Admission Free 


amongst the comedy; 
yet unlike the previous 
films, it doesn’t quite 
manage to hit the target, 
the end result being a 
funny film that sees its 
attempt to work on a 
broader platform work 
only intermittently. 

While they’ve previ¬ 
ously made films that 
celebrate the British 
way of life, with 
American influences 
layered on top, Paul 
marks the pair’s first 
attempt at an 
‘American’ film, play¬ 
ing more broadly. 

The results are mixed 
- certainly their 
comedic sensibilities 
play out well, with their 
script mining the pair’s 
relationship and meet¬ 
ing with the alien 
known as Paul. 

However, the jokes 
often veer into cliche or 
predictability; some 
even wear a little thin 
despite the charm of the 
performances. 

The pair have pro¬ 
fessed their love of 
films like Close 
Encounters. .. and TV 
shows such as The X 
Files, and that all feeds 
into the script; but often 
it seems a little too 
much in thrall of those 
influences (even, in a 
rather amusing moment, 
shoehoming in a cameo 
from the director of the 
aforementioned film). 

It is when the titular 
alien crashes his way 
onto the screen, that 
things pick up. 

Looking much like 
we have been condi¬ 
tioned to expect an alien 
to look like (so that we 
don’t freak out when 
you bump into him 
apparently!) the alien is 
perfectly realised visu¬ 
ally, and more impor¬ 
tant, perfectly voiced by 
Seth Rogen. 

Grabbing the film by 
the scruff of the neck, 
the questionable sub- 
stance-smoking, foul- 
mouthed alien puts a 
rocket into the film and 
sets light to it. 

Obviously the com¬ 
puter-generated element 
of the character is huge¬ 
ly important, and that 
has been executed well, 


but the onus is very 
much on Rogen to 
deliver the character 
part. 

He does this with 
aplomb, capturing both 
the weariness of a crea¬ 
ture who is infinitely 
smarter than anyone 
else on the planet, yet 
with a wry ‘couldn’t 
care less’ attitude that 
makes him a likeable 
and engaging personali¬ 
ty- 

While Rogen more or 
less pops the film in his 
pocket, the central pair¬ 
ing of Pegg and Frost 
work similarly well, 
albeit mining a similar 
shtick. 

This time round they 
are a partnership of 
equals, two guys enjoy¬ 
ing everything that 
America has to offer 
until they bump into 
Paul, and the duo’s nat¬ 
uralistic turns offer a 
beautiful counterpoint 
to their alien counter¬ 
part’s more outlandish 
turn. 

While the conflict 
between the two is 
dialled down to zero (a 
tactic that misfires 
despite giving them 
plenty of opportunities 
to do so) they still make 
for people you’d be 
happy enough to spend 
time with. 

It is a testament to 
the cache that the duo 
have that the great and 
the good of the 
American comedy scene 
are happy to pop up and 
work with them, though 
the supporting turns, 
while amusing, aren’t 
quite as funny as you 
would hope for. 

While Kristen Wiig 
offers further evidence 
of her ability to tran¬ 
scend Saturday Night 
Live for movie success 
with a cute turn as an 
inadvertent kidnap vic¬ 
tim of Graeme and 
Clive, and Bill Hader 
and Joe Lo Truglio raise 
a fair few titters as a 
bumbling pair of law¬ 
men, Jason Bateman is 
wasted as a straight- 
faced government 
agent,. 

Blythe Danner and 
Sigourney Weaver’s 
appearances are casting 


Course for budding 
young script writers 

THE School of Creative Arts at Bridgend 
College is launching a script writing 
course, entitled ‘Script Slam’designed to 
help young writers in Bridgend develop 
script writing skills. 

It will culminate in the composition of a 10- 
minute piece which will be performed at a Script 
Slam event in Bridgend College. 

The course starts on Wednesday, March 2 and 
runs weekly between 5pm and 7pm for five weeks. 


SCREEN 

TALK 


Vale pupils can get 
creative for royal 
horticultural show! 


THE RHS Show 
Cardiff returns to 
the parklands of 
Cardiff Castle from 
April 8-10, giving 
the young people of 
the Vale the chance 
to be creative with 
their green fingers 
in the first Royal 
Horticultural 
Society outdoor 
show of the season. 

Last April more than 
24,000 visitors from 
across the UK enjoyed 
the best of the spring 
blooms from nurseries 
across the UK, with 
ideas for the growing 
season ahead. 

Among the attractions 
were three schools from 
the Vale who took part in 
the ‘Schools 
Wheelbarrows’ competi¬ 
tion. So far this year, 
four Vale schools have 
entered - Cogan 
Nursery, Gwenfo CIW 
Primary, Dinas Powys 
Infants and St Helen’s 
Infants - and organisers 



ABOVE: wheelbarrow in full bloom! 

Those interested should 
contact Ruth Mumford at 
r. mumford @ cardiff.gov. uk 


are looking for more. 

The wheelbarrows are 
provided free of charge 
and youngsters have a 
free rein over design and 
content, or in order to 
promote recycling, 
organisers are offering 
any school who can 
source their own wheel¬ 
barrow £15 in gardening 
vouchers for materials to 
use on their designs. 

More schools from the 
Vale are invited to enter. 


GEM Pastures Green 
competition winner 

THE winner of our recent competition to 
win a bouquet was Mr Ian Lewis of 
Miskin. 

Congratulations and look out for more 
GEM competitions coming soon! 


PLAID 

SURGERY 

BARRY residents 
are invited to attend 
an advice surgery to 
discuss any issues or 
concerns. 

Plaid councillors 
Caroline Turner and 
Barry Shaw will be 
joined by Keith 
Stockdale at Holton 
Primary School, Pyke 
Street, Barry from 11am 
until 12 noon on 
Saturday, February 26. 
No appointments are 
necessary. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


coups more than any¬ 
thing else. 

The film is well mar¬ 
shalled by director Greg 
Mottola, whose success 
with Superbad and 
Adventureland marked 
him out as a suitable 
successor Edgar Wright 
(who had directed the 
previous Pegg and Frost 
films). 

While perfectly at 
home with comedy, 
Mottola brings a nice 
visual sensibility to the 
film, while also manag¬ 
ing to wring plenty of 
heart out of the surface 
bawdiness. 

While undoubtedly 
entertaining, the main 
problem with Paul is 
that it all feels a little 
underwhelming. 

You can’t argue or 
fault Pegg and Frost’s 
ambition to make more 
than just a comedy film 
but they don’t quite hit 
the spot this time round. 

The laughs come 
thick and fast, but by 
broadening their hori¬ 
zons the pair have 
somewhat blunted their 
comedy sword - mak¬ 
ing Paul an entertaining 
but ultimately slight 
piece of work. 

VERDICT-A mixed 
outing for Simon Pegg 
and Nick Frost, Paul is 
funny, entertaining out¬ 
ing but lacks the pair’s 
attention to detail. 

In thrall to the sci-fi 
influences that they 
love, non-geeks might 
not spot all the jokes 
that land, but will over¬ 
look that with Seth 
Rogen’s hilarious vocal 
outing as the titular 
alien. Enjoyable. 


A NEARLY new 
sale will be held at 
Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre, on 

Saturday, March 5 
from 2pm-3.30pm 
(doors open 1.45pm 
for NCT members 
with membership 
card). 

Entrance/suggested 
donation £1/family. 
Baby/children’s clothes, 
toys, equipment (eg 
prams) and maternity 
wear. Sellers contact 
Julie on 01656 662564 to 


IN BRIEF 

A ROTARY Show Case, 
will be held at the for¬ 
mer OXFAM shop in 
Verity’s Court near 
Simon Cycle shop and 
the Old Wool Barn, 
Cowbridge, on 
Saturday, February 26. 

President David 
Pierce said: “This is a 
great opportunity for the 
people of Cowbridge to 
see what rotary is all 
about.” 

Members of the club 
will be there from 
10am-5pm to answer 
questions. 

Beach clean 

BARRY-BASED envi¬ 
ronmental group 
‘Friends of Barry 
Beaches ’ will be hold¬ 
ing its next beach clean 
on Sunday, February 
27, meeting at Jacksons 
Bay from 3pm. 


pre-register by March 2 
(and for details of what 
can/can’t be sold) or 
email nctnear- 

lynew sales @ live. co. uk. 

Helpers required and 
donations, cakes and raf¬ 
fle prizes gratefully 
received. 

Proceeds are in aid of 
The National Childbirth 
Trust Vale and Valleys 
branch (formerly 

Bridgend, Cowbridge 
and Llantwit Major 
branch) which is raising 
funds to train two breast¬ 
feeding counsellors and 
two antenatal teachers. 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D658. 

• This week, the lot¬ 
tery was claimed by a 
lucky winner from 
Swansea who received a 
grand total of £12,000 
with winning number 
762795. 

• £2,000: 752129. 

• £10: 760124, 

755393, 350218, 882848, 
332793, 491056, 568261, 
214900, 226934, 197820, 
542853, 204406, 668228, 
569709, 414690, 178803, 
877731, 441404, 616261, 
132898. 

• £5: 640280, 341868, 
451154, 359138, 702078, 
232335, 243874, 142460, 
960319, 581560, 795012, 
610515, 586319, 182541, 


514147, 299397, 886522, 
690743, 902280, 182046, 
191780, 667888, 700278, 
332430, 111932, 414248, 
802109, 136024, 903491, 
599879, 305221, 417295, 
423302, 745156, 342651, 
746723, 358388, 226453, 
722382, 656300, 246712, 
619530, 804133, 461999, 
497152, 683341, 168774, 
131317, 636576, 230044, 
177371, 275039, 780140, 
896333, 861355, 464979, 
383931, 731109, 133798, 
646724. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 



NCT nearly new sale 
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poodlor Thought 

THE CARNE ARMS SETS A HIGH 
STANDARD FOR DINING IN THE VALE 



A T THE 
CARNE 
ARMS, 

Luke Weston has 
been in charge at 
the Carne Arms in 
Llysworney for 
almost four years 
now, looking after 
one of the oldest 
and most distinc¬ 
tive pubs in the 
Vale. 

It is by no means the 
easiest place to build a 
reputation. After all, 
passing trade is diffi¬ 
cult. Many drivers do 


not even notice the pub, 
as their attention is 
drawn to the sudden 
narrowing in the road as 
it passes through the 
village. 

However, on the evi¬ 
dence of The GEM’s 
recent visit, anyone 
driving by the Carne 
Arms without taking 
notice is missing out, 
because Luke is provid¬ 
ing fine food at prices 
that are, to be honest, 
probably too cheap. 

I’ve been doing din¬ 
ing reviews for The 
GEM for eight years, 
and this was the first 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


The Four Bells 

Rock Road, St Athan, CF62 4PG 

M ARCH 20 11 @ 

Celebrate St. David's Day - 1st March 
Welsh them ed lunch - 2 Cou rses £6.50 
Saturday 5th March - 
ex Marmalade vocalist Mike Japp 

Chicken & Chips supper - only £5 

St. Patrick's Day - March 17th 

Come & enjoy the Craic! 

Friday 18th March-Comic Relief Funday 

Wear something red! 

• Freshly cooked breakfast served Thurs - Sat: 9.30 -11.30am. 

• Traditional Sunday lunch - only £4.95 (Reservations preferred). 

• Reservations now being taken for Mother's Day - April 3rd. 

Telephone: 01446 750383 


time I found myself 
suggesting to the chef 
that he could let his 
prices move up a few 
quid! 

The Carne Arms 
offers a varied menu in 
a cosy dining room, 
with a fire blazing on 
the open hearth, and it 
really is the quintessen¬ 
tial Vale dining experi¬ 
ence. 

My guest and I sur¬ 
veyed a menu featuring 
nine starters (priced 
between £3.95 and 
£5.25), and we were 
similarly spoiled for 
choice on the main 
courses, with 16 
options, from £7.50 to 
£13.95 (with one excep¬ 
tion). 

That exception is a 
lOoz peppered sirloin 
steak (£15.75) from the 
neighbouring 
Pwllywrach Farm, a 
local connection that 
Luke is very proud of. 

All the lamb and beef 
on the menu come from 
the farm, which is with¬ 
in walking distance of 
the Came Arms, and he 
is proud of the strong 
local content on his 
menu. 

My guest chose the 
soup of the day, a broc¬ 



coli and Stilton with 
home made bread, 
which she pronounced 
excellent. However, 
after extolling Luke’s 
commitment to local 
produce, Murphy's Law 
came into play at this 
point, because I man¬ 
aged to choose the only 
far-flung dish on the 
menu! 

Green lip mussels in 
a white wine, cream and 
garlic sauce, with 
homemade bread, was 
too tempting and, for 
the uninitiated, green lip 
mussels come all the 
way from New Zealand. 

Comparing these 
monsters to south Wales 
mussels is like compar¬ 
ing Phil Bennett to 
Jonah Lomu! 

Apart from these 
meaty mussels, the 
sauce was terrific, and I 
used all the (very nice) 
bread in mopping it up! 

Moving on to the 
main courses, my guest 
tried the homemade pie 
(steak and ale) which 
came with roasted veg¬ 
etables and new pota¬ 
toes. Once again, it met 
with her total approval. 

My main course fea¬ 
tured eight-hour slow- 
braised shin of 
Pwllywrach beef, flaked 
and set and served with 
horseradish mashed 


potato, and roasted veg¬ 
etables, and it is good to 
be able to say that 
everything on the plate 
worked well. 

At £12.95, it was a 
great dish, and I loved 
the way Luke served a 
mixture of parsnips, 
carrots and other veg¬ 
etables, all in a really 
tasty sauce. The beef, it 
almost goes without 
saying, was tender and 
full of flavour. 

Anyone doing a 
restaurant review is 
tempted to quit while 
you are ahead, but the 
desserts turned out to be 
just great. My guest 
chose the sticky toffee 
pudding (£3.95) and 
cleared the plate, 
declaring it the best she 
had ever tasted! 

I chose the bread and 
butter pudding (also 
£3.95), and it was the 
same for me, although I 
appreciate that different 
people expect different 
things from this dish. 

All I can say is that if 
you like a light crisp 
topping, with a warm, 
mousse-like filling 
underneath, then this is 
the one for you! 

Everything Luke 
serves is prepared in the 
kitchen from scratch, 
and he provides the sort 
of menu that makes you 




want to try at least three 
or four other courses, 
whether that be a 
starter, main course, or 
dessert. 

A starter of grilled 
field mushroom, with 
chicken, honey and 
almond topping as a 
starter, for instance, or 
pan-fried Pwllywrach 
lamb with lemon and 
thyme fondant potato, 
ratatouille, bean puree 
and a rich jus as a main 
course. 

It could take a while 
to work your way 
through the Carne Arms' 
menu! 


Wayne Morgan and 
his uncle Nigel George 
Welcome you! 

NEW QUALITY PUB FOOD MENU 

including big steaks & the famous 
Condemned Man’s Meal 

MEALS SERVED EVERY DAY 

Mon - Thurs: 12 - 9pm last orders 
Fri - Sat: 12 - 9.30pm last orders 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served 12 - 5pm 

OVER 60’s SPECIAL MENU 

Mon - Fri: 12-3pm 
Just a small example: 

Hand Battered Cod, Ham, Egg & Chips, 

6oz Gammon Steak, Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, 

Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 






Sunday April 3rd 
3 Course Lunch 


Bookings Now being taken 


lEaiindl Niigiliil 

Last Saturday of every month 
Saturday 27th Feb-‘Slip of the Tongue’ 
tribute rock band - starts at 9pm 


nrvzj , 

Come & watch Wales 
on our Big Screen! 

26th Feb Italy v Wales 2.30pm 
12th March Wales v Ireland 5pm 
19th March France v Wales 7.45pn 


KARAOKE 

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT - 
STARTS AT 9.30pm 

COME AND JOIN US 
FOR A SING ALONG 


Minibus service available for diners - phone for details. 

Nurston, Nr. Rhoose -Tel7oi446 710205/07596 630057 

Email fisherman3268@yahoo.co. uk 




COUNTRY INN 
& DINING 

We will re-open Friday, 25th February 
Newly refurbished throughout 

MEALS SERVED EVERY DAY 

Lunch 12 midday - 2.30pm Monday to Friday 
Evening Meals Monday to Friday 6 pm - 9 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 12 midday - 9pm 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 

Choice of meats and fresh vegetables and all the trimmings 

Monday (all day & evening) 2 course special only £9.95 
Tuesday Night - Fish Specials 
Wednesday Mid Week Treat - Pie and a Pint Night £7.95 
Thursday Nights - Curry Club 

FRIDAYS ARE STEAK NIGHTS 

Two Steaks and a Bottle of Wine for £19.95 

Choose from Sirloin, Gammon, Salmon and Chicken Fillet 


SPECIAL OFFER 

£5 OFF a Meal for 2 • £10 OFF a Meal for 4 

Only off the main menu 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer 
Offer valid until end of March - Only with this voucher 


Children's Menu Available. Outside A1 Fresco Dining Area. 
Beer Garden and Children's Play Area 

We cater for all functions whatever the occasion 

Peterston-Super-Ely, Cardiff, CF5 6LH 
Telephone: 01446 760675 
www.thesportsmansrest.co.uk 


ABOVE: An open fire in a fine old pub - 
The Carne Arms offers a quintessential 
Vale dining experience. 



Llanblethian, Cowbridge CF71 7JF 

01446 772995 c 

For 

Value for 
Money 

best Welsh 
produce 
_food. 

NEW 

Seasonal a la carte Menu available 
with daily changing 
Fresh Fish Specials Board and 
Meat & Game Specials Board 
Children’s Menu 
prepared by award winning chefs 

A Pub and Restaurant with Real Ales, Real 
Fires and Real Food. 

Come & dine with us next to our cosy log 
fires. A warm welcome awaits you! 

We are easy to find - just travel to the west end of 

Cowbridge High Street and take the B4270 Llantwit 
Major road and we are 400 metres on the left. 



The Glenbrook Inn 

Free House & Restaurant 


Dobbins Road, 
Barry, CF63 2NP 
— ~ Tel: 01446 747808 


We are pleased to announce the arrival of Joseph 
our Welsh award winning chef, bringing together 
his culinary expertise and a new full choice 
menu at a great price 


Our home made food is made from 
fresh locally sourced produce. 

‘Taste the difference’ 


Free Bottle of Wine provided when two or 
more dine with every meal selected from 
our main menu - Monday to Friday* 


FREE MEAL OFFER 
Buy One - Get One FREE 

(Excludes Sundays) 

SENIOR CITIZENS OFFER 

25% OFF any meal selected from our main menu 

*terms & conditions apply 


This Saturday Night 26th February local charity event 
featuring the Belooshie Blues Brothers £3 entry 

d/iorM 6e " 
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‘New blood’ call at Hall 


RESIDENTS of Ynysawdre are 
being urged to attend the AGM of 
the Ynysawdre Community 
Association on Thursday March 17, 
at the hall, starting at 6pm. 

There are nine places up for elec¬ 
tion on the committee and an influx 
of new blood is desperately needed. 

Maureen Williams of BAVO - the 
Bridgend Association of Voluntary 
Organisations - who is helping the 
associatio said it was hoped that new 
people will come forward. 

She stated that if the minimum 
requirement of committee members 


is not achieved, the existing trustees 
would be asking members to consid¬ 
er dissolving the charity. 

In order to vote, people must com¬ 
plete a membership form which will 
be available on the day. A form can 
also be requested from BAVO in 
advance on 01656 810400. 

A spokesman said that the hall 
was the focal point for the communi¬ 
ty and was needed. But many of the 
committee have been involved for 
some years and are standing down, 
which is why new people are 
required. 


Mary Immaculate High 
School is bn the up!’ 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


EXCITING times lie 
ahead for Mary 
Immaculate High 
School following the 
recent Estyn inspec¬ 
tion, which has iden¬ 
tified the school as 
having made signifi¬ 
cant improvements. 

The school has been 
through a troublesome 
period with a possible 
threat of closure, and 
also a very disappointing 
inspection in May 2009. 

However, now that 
the plans to close the 
school have been 
scrapped, and Estyn has 
seen improvements, the 
school can now continue 
to rapidly improve and 
achieve its goal of being 
one of the leading 
schools in Cardiff and 
Wales. 

The new headteacher, 
Marc Belli said: “I am 
delighted for everyone 


associated with the 
school and faith commu¬ 
nity. 

“The last few years 
have not been great for 
the school and there has 
been a shadow which 
has lingered over it. 

“I have only been at 
the school for six 
months but I have 
already seen a differ¬ 
ence. 

“The Estyn report fol¬ 
lows a very successful 
Local Authority Review 
in December and both 
recognise that the school 
has ‘excellent’ prospects 
for the future.” 

Asked about the 
approach to the school’s 
rapid success, Marc 
responded: “My philoso¬ 
phy and approach to 
education has always 
been to keep things sim¬ 
ple and get the basic 
things done very well. 

“I hear a lot of people 


talk about schools in less 
affluent areas achieving 
less, but for me it is 
about giving every child 
the right to a high quali¬ 
ty education. 

“Catholic education 
was established to edu¬ 
cate the less fortunate 
but, from what I have 
seen at Mary 
Immaculate, we have the 
finest students and fami¬ 
lies who genuinely want 
the best. 

“My job is to ensure 
they get it and I will not 
rest until this is 
realised.” 



SAINTLY 

CAWL! 

AGE CONCERN 
Barry is marking cele¬ 
brations for St David’s 
Day on Tuesday, 
March 1 at the Senior 
Health Shop, Holton 
Road, Barry. 

Welsh cawl and hot 
crusty bread will be 
available to buy and 
enjoy, from 9.30am- 
1.30pm. South Wales 
Fire Service will give 
advice on home safety 
(10am-11.30am). 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact 01446 
732385. 







Mary Immaculate High School 

Our npit/ iTurov nj v;*co fM a Ivntae 
rttrfto*' Orf (iNH n Vm» 7 ftp fefffNvh*’ 

Admissions 
for Year 7 


Vl» Mar* mc»;niHd m having |h* idmI tr*prxr#»d 
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now op*nt» a wattng tar lor two nl mr /*ar 
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NEWS FROM THE LLANTWIT MAJOR ROTARY CLUB 


Local young musicians 
delight their audience 


ON February 17, 
the annual Young 
Musicians competi¬ 
tion took place in 
the magnificent 
concert hall of the 
new Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School building. 

There were six com¬ 
petitors drawn from both 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge schools who 
treated the audience to a 
wonderful display of tal¬ 
ent and musicianship. 

The Rotary rules 
required that competitors 
should play at least two 
contrasting pieces on 
non-amplified instru¬ 
ments. 

Flautist Alison Jones 
played Sunstreams by 
Ian Clarke and the the 
First Movement of 
Bach’s Sonata Number 
6. Hannah Clist, who 
played the cello, played 
the Fourth Movement of 
Franck’s Sonata. 

There were two 
pianists in the competi¬ 
tion, Rosanna Forte and 
Jade O’Leary. Rosanna 
played the Sonata in D 
minor by Cimarosa and 
Nocturne in C# minor by 
Chopin. 

Jade played Bach’s 
Prelude and Fugue No 
12 in F minor followed 
by Fats Waller’s 
Alligator Crawl. 

Katie Wynne and 
Hannah Ballinger both 
played the clarinet, and 
as the judges could not 
separate them in terms 
of their talent and musi- 
cality they were awarded 
joint second place. 

Katie played Mozart’s 
Clarinet Concerto 1st 
Movement and Malcolm 
Arnold’s Sonatina 1st 
Movement. 

Hannah played anoth¬ 
er piece by Mozart, 
namely the Clarinet 
Quintet 1st Movement, 
then went on to perform 
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ABOVE: The competitors are pictured with the judges. 


WINNER: 
Rosanna Forte. 

the First Movement of 
Brahms’ Clarinet Sonata 
in Eb Major. Although 
Rosanna Forte had pre¬ 
viously played the piano 
in the competition, she 
showed her considerable 
talent and versatility by 
winning the competition 
first place on the violin, 
playing Vaughan 
Williams’ Pastoral and 
Hubay’s Bolero. 

The judges, Helena 
Braithwaite, Mary Noyes 
and Nic Treharne, com¬ 
mented on the very high 
standard achieved by the 
competitors and wished 
Rosanna Forte well in 
the next stage of the 
competition. 

TC 



ABOVE: Joint second winners Katie Wynne and Hannah 
Ballinger with club president Jasper Roberts. 


Winners Samara and 
Stephanie head for 
‘Miss Wales’ contest 



Dance-fitness event aids 
children’s hospital appeal 



NINETY people from the Vale 
recently attended an event held 
by ZUMBA Barry - under the 
instruction of Christian Bullen. 

They had been training for six 
weeks to get fit for the high energy, 
fun dance-fitness session at Barry 
YMCA Hub for the Noah’s Ark 
Appeal. 

The charity aims to build the sec¬ 
ond phase of its state-of-the-art chil¬ 
dren’s hospital in Cardiff. 

Christian Bullen, principal of 
Superstars in the Making 


Performing Arts Academy, said: “It 
was an inspiration to see so many 
people from our community taking 
part, having fun, getting fit and rais¬ 
ing money for such a good cause! 

“It is what community is all about. 
I would like to thank all who attend¬ 
ed and donated at the door.” 

The event raised £370 and is to be 
matched by Barclays Bank to total 
£740. Superstars in the Making will 
be performing at The Hilton Hotel on 
Sunday, February 27 for Noah’s Ark, 
with guest star, Connie Fisher. 


Miss Wales, 
Courtenay 
Hamilton 
(left) with 
‘‘Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan ’ 
Samara 
Matthews. 



ABOVE: 

Stephanie Lubbock who 
won Miss Bridgend. 


ON February 11, Barry’s Samara 
Matthews was crowned Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan at Porthcawl’s Grand 
Pavilion on February 11. 

The Miss Bridgend title was taken by Stephanie 
Lubbock. 

Both Samara and Stephanie will take part in the 
Miss Wales final in July. 

Participants in the ‘Miss Vale, ‘Miss Bridgend 
and ‘Miss Wales’ competitions use them as vehicle 
to raise funds for the south Wales’ children’s chari¬ 
ty The Joshua Foundation. 

If people would like to see more pictures or 
videos of the events at the Grand Pavilion, they 
should go to www.valeevents.co.uk. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
Plaid surgery: 

RESIDENTS are invited to attend an advice sur¬ 
gery to discuss any issues or concerns with Plaid 
councillors Caroline Turner and Barry Shaw, and 
Keith Stockdale, at Holton Primary School, Pyke 
Street, Barry, from llam-12 midday on Saturday, 
February 26. No appointments are necessary. 
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Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality nursing, totally free, to give 
terminally ill people the choice of dying at home, supported by their families 


Marie Curie 

Cancer Care 




The GEM is making a donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care as a result of this advertisement feature Devoted to Life 


COUNCILLOR 
COLIN OSBORNE 

As Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, it gives me great 
pleasure to support 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 



Y CYNGHORYDD 
COLIN OSBORNE 

Fel Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
mae'n bleser mawr gennyf gefnogi 

Ymgyrch Cennin Pedr Gofal 
Canser Marie Curie 



n // 


Bridgend Festivals Committee is a 
non profit making voluntary organisation who 
organise events within Bridgend County Borough. 
For details contact: ^ 

The Festivals Office, Cambria House, 

Wyndham Street, Bridgend. CF31 1EB 
Tel. 01656 661338: Mobile: 07976 430086 
Email: king-barry@btconnect.com 


JOHN HUGHES 

Award Winning Butchers 
Best Welsh Beef & Lamb - Vale reared 

Selection of Quality Meats 
& Home-Made Sausages 

Variety of Burgers, seasoned meats N c y 

including Chinese Chicken, Chicken, 

Kebabs, Steak Kebabs and more! 

Always popular - wholesome stews! 

Service with a smile ... 

Telephone: 01443 225225 

31 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN 


WELSH 

Lamb 



Pleased to 
assist Marie Curie 
and with any of your 
travel requirements 

SAM SMITH TRAVEL 
|i 


ART* 

\Cj8930 


55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 
Fax: 01446 773695 

sam@ samsmithtravel.com 
www.samsmithtravel.com 



CALL TO SUPPORT MARIE CURIE’S 
’GREAT DAFFODIL APPEAL 2011’ 


Marie Curie Cancer Care - 
Devoted to Life 

!<«)•( » ♦’ X*r»< r* r mop Or t* 

Jin |J«» Jlio _Jo#w4 

Vrwl* tent* aulttevM al 02920 426 068 

• t. M ..to h. v 

Mft*«»t^te LA 




Claire Notman, Marie Curie 
Hospice, Fundraising Office, 
Briageman Road, Penarth, 
CF643YR. 


T HIS March, 
Marie Curie 
Cancer Care 
is asking people to 
support the Great 
Daffodil Appeal. 

A spokeswoman 
explained: “Wearing 
your daffodil this March 
helps us to continue car¬ 
ing for people with ter¬ 
minal cancer and other 
illnesses 

“Each March, the 
Great Daffodil Appeal 
helps raise awareness 
about the work of Marie 
Curie Nurses and vital 
funds so that we can 
continue providing free 
care to people with ter¬ 
minal cancer and other 
illnesses. 

“Marie Curie Cancer 
Care adopted the daf¬ 
fodil emblem because 
the flower is a widely- 

m 



LLANTW1T 

MAJOR 

AUTOCENTRE 

Pleased to 
support this 
worthy cause 


Telephone: 

01446 790100 


Wendy Griffiths 


Pharmacy 


Wishes the Daffodil 
Appeal every success 


33 Clearwater Way, Lakeside, Cardiff 

Tel. 029 2075 4388 


TRAVELLA 


Mens and ladies clothing 


New Spring ranges now in stock! 
Men’s wedding hire, accessories. 

145 Commercial Street, Maesteg 
E3 Tel: 01656 733496 EJ 


OWENS 

MOTOR SERVICES 
ALL MAKES OF 
CARS AND LIGHT 
COMMERCIALS 


ARE PLEASED TO 
SUPPORT THIS 
WORTHY CAUSE 


Car and customer 
collection available 

01446 7748701 


Vl\l 7 


GARAGE 

SI 

•MoT> SERVICE 
•REPAIRS 
•DIAGNOSTICS 

Supporting this 
worthy cause 

RH00SE 
01446 710224 



recognised symbol of 
hope and renewal. 

“But for those who 
have been touched by 
the work of Marie 
Curie, wearing the daf¬ 
fodil has a special and 
personal meaning. 

Debbie Ventham, a 
Marie Curie nurse, has a 
very personal reason for 
encouraging people to 
get involved in the 
appeal. 

“I wear my daffodil 
pin because the moment 
I put it on, I am instant¬ 
ly filled with fond mem¬ 
ories. 

“Both my mother and 
sister died of cancer, 
and every March my pin 
is an extra reminder of 
my loved ones and the 
happier times we spent 
together.” 

To get your Daffodil 
pin badge and make a 



LiwiiiCCafc 

(old garden centre) 

is happy to support 
the Marie Curie 
Cancer Appeal. 


Promoting Fairtrade 
in the heart of 1 

COWBRIDGE 


Adey 

Fitzgerald 
Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

• Company formations/audits 

• VAT ana payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


ikdays: 1 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

Fitness and leisure... We're easy to .find - off A48. 

The healthy option! oppos,tl Br-dgendFord 


■''The Vale of Glamorgan^ 

Labour Party 

supports the 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 

If you would like to join the Labour 
Party ; telephone 08705 900 200 . 


donation, and for more 
information about the 
appeal, please go 
to :http ://www. mariecu ri 
e. org.uk/; donations can 
also be made by ringing 
the local Welsh number 
02920 426 068 (see 
coupon left). 



BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

• Councillor 

KARL 
KUHNELL 

and members of 
the Town Council 

unsfi the Daffodil 
Campaign every success 


>V fffcteetb PBtaM&uer 

Toha/iCCcd'Tf'dl// 

•‘Prime Scotch Steak, • Superb sdection 
of Chicken ‘Dishes • thresh Salmon 
• Satad Par • ( E?(tenswe choice of 
Desserts inducting Speeiatity Pancakes 
• Seteetion of‘Wines 
f We are please to support Macmillan 

4 Broad St, Barry 
Tel 01446 721440 


Halls 

Memorials 
Monumental 
Sculptors , 

Free r- 

brochures ^ 
& quotations 

The Old Coal Yard, 
Gaen Street 
BARRY, CF62 6JZ 
01446 410310 


BROAD STREET 
& ROVERTON 
GARDEN 
CENTRES 

Supporting 
Marie A ** 
Curie £ 

Tel: 01446720333 
Tel: 01446 792105 


fr OiHWales 

** Olew dros Gymru 

* 


WWW. 

oil4wales.co.uk 

E-mail: 

sales@oil4wales.co.uk 

Tel:02920 674910 


Springbank 

Nursing 

Home 

College Road, 
Barry 


24 hour 

nursing 

and 

home 

comforts 


Tel: 01446 740190 


♦ 


A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Proudly supporting 

MARIE CURIE 
CANCER CARE 


W 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www.mylocalfuneraldirector.co.uk 
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ALL SAINTS PRIMARY PUPILS SHOW OFF 
THEIR LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE 


VALE AM Jane Hutt was a welcome visi¬ 
tor at All Saints Church in Wales 
Primary School. 

Headteacher Richard Ware gave her a tour to 
show her the exciting learning environment the 
pupils now enjoy since the completion of an exten¬ 
sive building programme. 

Ms Hutt visited each class in turn and spoke to 
the children about their work, which they were 
delighted to show her. She was impressed with the 
learning resource centre, which includes an ICT 
suite of 30 computers and a whiteboard so that 
whole-class lessons can take place. 

She congratulated staff on achieving the BECTA 
ICT quality mark for excellence in the management 
and teaching of ICT. 

Ms Hutt spoke to pupils achieving their national 
standards in cycling certificates, and to year-2 
pupils taking part in kerbcraft road safety training. 

She was then guest of honour at the reception 
class assembly on the theme of love, which pupils 
performed through music, poetry and drama and 
illustrated with their delightful art work. She then 
posed for a photograph with the class and their 
teacher, Mrs Forrester, Mr Ware and other staff. 

Year-2 pupils presented the kerbcraft leaders 
with flowers and a thank-you card at the end and 
Ms Hutt joined parents and staff for refreshments. 

She said that she enjoyed her visit very much 
and that the reception assembly was delightful. 

Mr Ware warmly thanked Ms Hutt for once 
again taking time out of her busy schedule to take 
an interest in the school. NM 




Joint team win the 
Rotary Youth speaks 
competition - again! 



The winning team from Bryn Hafren: Hannah Parker, Lili Beth James, 
and Rosie Loup James, with assistant governor Bob Gibbons. 



A TEAM from Bryn 
Hafren and Barry 
Comprehensive 
sixth forms was 
again successful in 
the Rotary Youth 
Speaks competition 
for schools in the 
Vale, hosted by 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg. 

This was the third 
time of competing in the 
senior competition for 
Rosie Loup James, 
Hannah Parker, and Lili 
Beth James and once 
more they walked away 
with the title. 

Rosie was declared 
best chairperson, and 
Hannah best proposer. 

Sophie Jenkins, 
Ashley Ringer, and 
Bethan Lewis of 
Stanwell were declared 
runners-up, with Bethan 
winning the prize for 
best opposer. 


Hannah Parker 
- best proposer. 

Judges Phil 

McCaffrey and Graeme 
Milnes of Cardiff 
Speakers Club compli¬ 
mented the teams on 
their professional per¬ 
formances and gave use¬ 
ful tips for improvement. 

In presenting the 
prizes, Bob Gibbons, 
representing the South 
Wales District of Rotary, 
commended all the 
teams and said how 
impressed he had been. 


Rosie, Hannah, and 
Lili now go on once 
again to represent the 
Vale at the South Wales 
final in Crickhowell on 
March 7, where they 
hope to better their 
achievement of being 
runners-up last year. 

They will be joined by 
the junior team of Leah 
Robinson, Robin Tait 
and Owen Young from 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg, who had a 
bye in the second round. 


NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS 

at Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 



ABOVE: 

Definitely a non-uniform day at school! 


Everest challenge 


Victory for 
Plaid y Ddraig 
CITIZENSHIP day 
at Bro Morgannwg 
saw a wide range of 
activities being 
undertaken by the 
pupils. 

Undoubtedly, the 
most popular event was 
an election fought by 
year-12 pupils. Five par¬ 
ties were formed, each 
with its own manifestos 
and the most successful 
party at the end of the 
day was Plaid y Ddraig. 

Many thanks to Miss 
Wilson and year-12 
BAC teachers for organ¬ 
ising and assisting on the 
day. 

Sports 

Transition Day 

YEAR-6 pupils from the 
feeder schools visited 
Ysgol Bro Morgannwg 



Siwan Clark of year-12 


last week. 

This was their second 
transition day and they 
thoroughly enjoyed tak¬ 
ing part in a wide range 
of sporting activities. 

Young 

performer 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to year-12 pupil Siwan 
Clark, who took part 
recently in courses run 
by the National Youth 
Theatre and the Youth 
Music Theatre UK. 

It was an invaluable 
experience for her. 



Jacob Ellis 


Honour 
for Jacob 

HEAD prefect Jacob 
Ellis has been chosen to 
be part of the BBC’s 
People’s Assembly - a 
group of 60 voters who 
will help show how the 
campaign is playing out 
in their communities. 

Many of them will be 
giving their views on the 
BBC Wales news web¬ 
site, TV and radio ahead 
of the referendum in a 
few weeks time. Good 
Luck! 


A MAN who works as 
a family mediator in 
the Vale is setting out 
on the journey of a 
lifetime to raise money 
for homeless young 
people and vulnerable 
women in Wales. 

In March, Steve 
Cottam and his brother 
Dan will be tackling 
Mount Everest in a bid to 
raise funds for the south 
Wales charity Llamau. 

Their 11-day climb 
will take them through 
the perilous Himalayas to 
base camp at Everest and 
on to the summit of Kalar 


Patar - 5,545m above sea 
level! 

Steve, who works for 
Llamau as a family medi¬ 
ator in the Vale, said: 
“Every penny people 
donate will go to Llamau, 
and none of it will be 
used to pay for expenses 
of the trip. That expense 
will be covered by us 
personally.” 

To support the broth¬ 
ers, please go to 
www.justgiving. com/cot- 
tambrothers; or for more 
information about 
Llamau, visit www.lla- 
mau.org.uk. 


Ward surgery 

THE Labour Vale and town councillors for Buttrills ward, 
Barry, Stuart Egan, Margaret Alexander and Pam Drake will 
be holding their regular, monthly advice surgery on Saturday, 
February 26 from 10am-11.30am in Barry Town Council 
Office, Gladstone Road, Barry. No appointment is necessary. 


Music workshop 

ART 4 V is running a music workshop next Saturday at Canon 
Hill ArtSpace, Canon Street, Barry, on Saturday, February 26, 
12pm-1.30pm. 

There will be drums, chimes, bells, didgeridoos. No musical 
training required. For further information, e-mail glyn@ glynpoo- 
ley.com or telephone 07854 375891. 
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‘Miss Vale’ and ‘Miss Bridgend’ competitors 
light up the stage at the Grand Pavilion 



THE Miss Vale of Glamorgan and Miss 
Bridgend competitions were held at 
Porthcawl’s Grand Pavilion on February 
11 and GEM photographer Glyn Evans 
was on hand to capture the excitement of 
the evening. 

Among the judges this year was the 
current Miss Wales, the Vale’s very own 
Courtenay Hamilton. The event is all in 
a good cause with competitors raising 
money for The Joshua Foundation, a 
local children’s charity. 


Courtenay Hamilton meets some of 
the competitors’ supporters ! 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
or www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
(telephone 01446 773225). 
Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

































26 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 24th, 2011 


PUPILS at Ysgol Sant Baruc in Barry, preparing for their St David’s Day 
eisteddfod, were joined the Vale AM Jane Hutt, at the school assembly. 

She commented: “I enjoyed their Assembly Service with some splendid 
singing from the whole school. Afterwards I met the choir and admired 
the St David's Day mural that pupils had designed and painted.” 


‘Privatisation is 
not the answer’ 


SO the Vale Council 
is planning on pri¬ 
vatising public 
leisure facilities as a 
solution to its budg¬ 
et difficulties (Barry 
GEM, February 17) 

As a regular user of 
the Barry Leisure 
Centre, I encounter a 
facility that is well-used, 
if not over-used, and 
which should have no 
difficulty generating a 
financial return for the 
council. 

However, like most 
other users I am shocked 
by the appallingly bad 
maintenance of the facil¬ 
ity. 

Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the men’s 
‘wet’ changing rooms 
with their stinking toilets 
and perpetually missing 
and crumbling ceiling 
tiles. 

Other Vale leisure 
facilities are in equally 


READER’S 

VIEW 


bad or worse condition; 
there have been numer¬ 
ous letters complaining 
of the state of the Colcot 
Sports Centre, for exam¬ 
ple, whose facilities 
barely reach Third 
World standards of 
cleanliness and repair. 

The problem in the 
Vale leisure centres is 
simply one of inadequate 
management. Before the 
council uses financial 
losses as a convenient 
excuse to sell off public 
property (for which they 
have no electoral man¬ 
date), they should carry 
out a full management 
restructuring, and above 
all insist on facility 
maintenance that shows 
respect for the service 
users and taxpayers of 
the Vale. 

Dr Jonathan Murphy, 
Barry 


Llantwit councillors 
canvass local views 


Couns Bob Gant, Dave Lane, and Molly Lane along with Angela Jones 
Evans the Conservative Assembly candidate for the Vale. 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Conservative town councillors 
hit the streets of the town last 
weekend to listen to the views 
of local people. 

Town Mayor and local branch 
chairman Coun Ralph Austin said: 
“Our councillors had plenty of con¬ 
cerns expressed to them on the day - 
empty shops, what is happening to the 


local leisure centre, beach access, the 
HSBC bank closure and loss of trade 
caused by the current works in 
Boverton Road. 

“In some cases, we were able to 
provide useful information and clarify 
rumours which were incorrect. 

“On other issues which we could 
not resolve there and then, we prom¬ 
ised to contact people and inform them 
of results.” 



Countdown to school 
Saint’s day eisteddfod 



Barry High Street 
Traders announce 
latest draw winner 



Mrs John receives her prize. 
BARRY High Street “To be in with a 
Traders have chance to win, pop into 

announced that the any shop displaying the 
lucky winner in their ‘Raffle’sign, buy a tick- 
2011 monthly prize e t and who knows you 
draw was Mrs John of could be the next lucky 
Barry, who is seen winner,” said Anthony 
(above) receiving Hopkins . 

£10 ° Hi S h St™*?* “There are £100 of 
shopping vouchers shopping vouchers t0 he 
from Anthony mnnth and 

Hopkins, chairman of (/;c ticket wUl 

High Street Traders. , , D 

. , .be drawn live on Bro 
Also in the picture is „ , 

Chris Smith of Vic Radw on the 12th °f 
Hopkins Family every month just after 

Butchers, who sold the the midday news, 
winning ticket. “Tune into 98.1FM to 

Back by “popular kear some g rea t music, 
demand and to help , , .. 

fund events throughout community news 

the year, High Street and t0 f ,nd out '/ >'«“ 
Traders are holding a have the winning 
raffle every month. ticket. ” 


Here’s a chance to 
walk barefoot on hot 
hot embers or glass! 


IT’S not a chal¬ 
lenge for the faint 
hearted - a bare¬ 
foot walk over a 
20-foot bed of 
burning embers. - 
or if that’s a bit too 
hot, you could try 
walking a 12-foot 
bed of glass! 

The Cat Protection 
League’s adoption cen¬ 
tre in Bryncethin is 
staging the event aimed 
at fearless cat lovers to 
raise funds for the work 
of the charity. 

Participants will have 
the chance to walk 
across wood embers 
smouldering at 800 
degrees without experi¬ 
encing any pain or 
injury. 

People who have 
already done the fire¬ 
walk can go one step 
further and walk across 
a bed of smashed sterile 
wine bottles. 

The event takes place 
at the centre on April 16 
and all funds raised will 
help the organisation 
cope with the large 
numbers of unwanted 
cats and kittens who are 
taken in to the centre to 
be rehomed. 

Last year’s firewalk 


Invite to residents over 
Barry Island’s future 


BARRY ISLAND residents are 
being offered the chance to get 
involved in planning the 
Island’s future. 

The Vale Council is holding a series 
of planning workshops for residents at 
the Old Railway Station building on 
Barry Island. 

At the workshops, participants and 
council officers will look at what land 
might be available for development, 
how access and parking at the Island 
might operate and what schemes the 
council could consider. 

Coun Rhodri Traherne, cabinet 
member for economic development 
and regeneration, said: “The intention 
is to examine ideas and possible 


schemes for the island. It is vital that 
we have the views of local people in 
order to take forward any future devel¬ 
opment.” 

The workshops are planned for 
March 8, 10am to 12pm; March 9, 
2pm to 4pm and March 10, 6.30pm to 
8.30pm. 

Barry Island residents who are 
interested in attending can log their 
interest by visiting the council’s web 
site www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or 
by calling the contact centre on 01446 
700111. 

Council officers from the planning, 
tourism and project management 
teams will organise invitations in due 
course. 


raised £12,000 and it is 
hoped this year’s event 
will raise even more. 

Coun Jeff Tildesley 
of Comelly, who has 
already braved the coals 
when he was borough 
mayor, will be doing the 
glass walk this time. 

He said: “Please 
come along and support 
the charity’s fundraising 
day. It’s so important to 
raise money for these 
cats. 

Tony John, director 
of Shepherd’s the vets, 
who are sponsoring the 
event, said that they 
considered it an honour 
to sponsor and take part 
in this event, following 
the great success of the 
firewalk last year. 

Participants need to 
pay a £25 registration 
fee and to agree to a 
fundraising target of 
£100 in order to take 


part. Training sessions 
will be given before the 
event by fire and glass¬ 
walking experts who 
will be on hand 
throughout the evening. 

Centre manager Sue 
Dobbs said: “I took part 
in the firewalk last year 
and found it to be a bril¬ 
liant, inspirational expe¬ 
rience and would highly 
recommend it to anyone 
thinking about taking 
part. 

“I am very excited to 
be taking part in the 
glass walk this year.” 

Firewalking is an 
ancient religious and 
spiritual practice, with 
the first recorded fire¬ 
walks taking place in 
India 3,000 years ago. 

Anyone wishing to 
take part should contact 
the Bridgend Adoption 
Centre on 01656 
726621. 


Motor caravan 
rally to come 
to Porthcawl? 


ATTEMPTS are 
being made to stage 
a motor caravan 
rally at Porthcawl 
RFC in 2012. 

The Motor 

Caravanners Club has 
written to Porthcawl 
Town Council, asking 
for consent to stage the 
event at an unspecified 
date on the rugby 
ground. 

An attempt to hold a 
rally there in May last 
year failed at the last 
minute because permis¬ 
sion from Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council (BCBC) was 
withheld. 

Organiser Mr WR 
Hartland said that 
although they managed 
to find an alternative site 
in Nottage last year, 
some members found it 
too far out of town and a 
site nearer to the town 


and its facilities was 
needed. 

Coun Barbara Stubbs 
said that she was amazed 
that the letter was sent to 
the town council, as the 
land is owned by BCBC. 
It is nothing to do with 
the town council. 

She said that she had 
been involved last year 
with residents who were 
concerned about the 
plans and she said 
BCBC turned it down 
because it was in breach 
of the lease the rugby 
club holds on this land. 

“Nothing has changed 
since last year,” she 
added. “They know that 
BCBC will turn this 
down.” 

It was agreed to write 
to the club and inform 
them that they must con¬ 
tact BCBC. The letter 
will also be forwarded to 
BCBC. 


GREEN LIGHT GIVEN 
FOR SCIENCE FUN! 



Students and. 4a 
teacher at Ysgol 
Bryn Castell in the 
science 
workshop with 
GCCS. 


Penarth 
author’s 
new book 

‘BEYOND the green 
mist’ is a children’s 
fantasy story based 
on local authoress 
Christine Abbott- 
Young ’s daughter 
Leah, whose dream¬ 
world at the bottom 
of the garden is the 
inspiration for a tale 
of green mist, 
coalmines and a little 
one-inch high friend 
called Sapphire. 

There are, of course, 
goodies and baddies, 
friends and bullies and 
extraordinary adven¬ 
tures. 

This limited edition 
(A4 142 pages) can be 
obtained from the 
Lifestyle Shop, Glyndwr 
Road, Penarth at £5.99. 


YSGOL Bryn Castell received a visit recent¬ 
ly from Green Chemistry Consulting 
Services (GCCS), the education arm of 
Elixir Body Care Ltd who, in conjunction 
with Education Business Partnership, pres¬ 
ent fully interactive, ‘hands-on’, green sci¬ 
ence workshops to students of all ages and 
abilities. 

These workshops give the students an excel¬ 
lent opportunity to experience what the real 
world of work is like in the cosmetics industry. 

A spokeswoman said: “The students were 
learning the chemistry behind the manufacture 
of fizz bombs and the part that carbon dioxide 
plays in all our lives today. ” 


A rather mixed day 


for Barry 

BARRY under-8s 
travelled to play 
Cowbridge in two 
very close encoun¬ 
ters. 

In the first game, the 
visitors were slow out of 
the blocks and played the 
first half in second gear. 

Following a stern talk¬ 
ing to at the break, the 
boys and girls went on to 
play a very attractive 
running game. 

Barry lost the first 
match 4-3 with tries 
from C Saunders, E 


under-8s 

Galsworthy, and J 
Couch. 

In the second match, 
Barry ran out 9-6 win¬ 
ners with tries from C 
Saunders, J Couch, Z 
Fifield, E Galsworthy 
(two) and D Parry- 
Griffiths (four). 

Cowbridge played 
their part in both matches 
showing some great 
passes and handling. 

Well done to all the 
boys and girls who took 
part; a great example for 
tag rugby in the Vale. 

LS 
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Swim a 
length and 
raise cash 
for cancer 
care funds 


A SWIMMING 
scheme that aims to 
raise vital funds for 
Breast Cancer Care 
has been extended 
until the end of half- 
term in the Vale. 

A spokesman said that 
‘Lengths for Life’, sup¬ 
ported by the Vale 
Council’s leisure centres, 
calls on swimmers of all 
abilities to swim as many 
lengths or widths of a 
pool as they can in an 
hour - to raise sponsor¬ 
ship money for the new 
Breast Centre Cardiff & 
Vale at Llandough 
Hospital. 

All participants can 
take to the water for free 
to complete their 
‘Lengths for Life’ in the 
pools at the leisure cen¬ 
tres in Barry, Penarth and 
Llantwit Major. The 
scheme has been running 
since the start of the year, 
and its extension was cel¬ 
ebrated at Llantwit Major 
leisure centre, where cur¬ 
rent Miss Wales, 
Courtenay Hamilton, 
returned to the pool 
where she spent three 
years as a part-time 
swimming instructor. 

Courtenay (20), from 
St Donats, urged families 


to get involved with 
‘Lengths for Life’ during 
half-term: “This is a 
great scheme as not only 
does it promote the 
importance of health and 
fitness, but also raises 
money for a fantastic 
cause.” 

ITV Wales news pre¬ 
senter Justina Simpson, 
who is spearheading the 
campaign, said: “Myself 
and the whole team at 
Breast Centre, who are 
all part of raising funds, 
are delighted that so 
many people have been 
willing to give up their 
time so far to help people 
in Cardiff and Vale with 
Breast Cancer. 

“However, we are a 
long way from reaching 
our target and we would 
call on everyone to take 
part in ‘Lengths for Life’ 
during half term. If peo¬ 
ple don’t want to swim, 
you can still make a 
donation. Every penny 
will help turn the centre 
into a world class service 
and give people in our 
community the very best 
treatment and hope.” 

To find out more about 
how you can take part, or 
donate, visit 

www. lengthsforlife. com 


Vale planning 
proposals 

Coastal Oil and Gas Mr Gareth Thomas - 


Limited - Unit 1, 
Llandow Industrial 
Estate, Cowbridge - 

drill and test the in situ 
lower limestone shale 
and associated strata. 

Mr Jodrell - Colomendy, 
Highlight Lane, Barry - 
rear ground floor exten¬ 
sion and dormer loft con¬ 
version. 

Ms Claire Morgan - 12 
Wine Street, Llantwit 
Major - change of use of 
property to single resi¬ 
dential dwelling house 
(including external alter¬ 
ations). 

Mr DW Thomas - land 
north of Pancross 
Farm, Llancarfan - 

construction of biogas 
plant. 

Mr Robins - 10 Kenson 
Close, Rhoose - lean-to 
conservatory to rear of 
dwelling. 

KMS Components 
Limited - KMS, Terra 
Nova Way, Penarth - 
extension to existing 
building. 

Mrs Maureen Harvey - 
27 Stacey Road, Dinas 
Powys - single storey 
rear extension. 

Mr Darren Evans - 32 
Merthyr Dyfan Road, 
Barry - single storey 
extension to side and rear 
of property, incorporat¬ 
ing a garage. 

Mr Jim Brooks - 6 
Herbert Terrace, 
Penarth - retrospective 
application for the reten¬ 
tion of lean-to secure 
storage. 


Badgers Hollow, Graig 

Penllyn - remove condi¬ 
tion No 6 of planning 
consent 
2008/01524/FUL for a 
single detached dwelling 
at land to the rear of 
Chestnut Tree Cottage, 
Graig Penllyn. 

Mr Ian Williams - 
Ashley House Farm, 
Sutton Road, Llandow 

- proposed building. 

Mr and Mrs Ed and 
Louise Wilding - 3 
Castlewood Cottages, 
Highwalls Road, Dinas 
Powys - two storey rear 
extension. 

One Stop Stores Limited 

- Broad Street Motors, 
Broad Street, Barry - 

installation of an external 
ATM machine and instal¬ 
lation of six security anti 
ram raid bollards. 

Mr Ken Broad - 
Broadacres, Cog Road, 
Sully - outline applica¬ 
tion for the erection of 
two detached dwellings. 
Mr and Mrs Paul and 
Louise Williams - 12 
Coleridge Avenue, 
Penarth - two storey 
extension to side and 
existing single storey 
extension to rear extend¬ 
ed. 

Mr Peter Anstey - Ty 
Fry Farm, Pendoylan - 
proposed building for 
storage of hay/straw. 

Mr Deeks - 12 

Uppercliff Drive, 
Penarth - tiled roof 
porch to front of 
dwelling. 
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Miss Wales Courtenay Hamilton joined pupils 
from Llanilltud Fawr Primary School at 
Llantwit Major Leisure Centre to urge 
youngsters in the Vale to take to their local 
pools and support ‘Lengths for Life’ 
during half-term. 



Young judges 
are champs 
at Malvern 

A 
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THE Glamorgan 
Welsh Pony and 
Cob Society 

(WPCA) won the 
national champion 
young judges com¬ 
petition 2010 at the 
Welsh national 
inhand champi¬ 
onship horse show 
in Malvern. 

The team consisted of 
Gail Butler, Robyn 
Howell and Bethan 
Hooper. Robyn was pre¬ 
sented with the Wales 
and Border Counties 
Horse Show 

Association’s President’s 
Cup for her achieve¬ 
ments. 


The girls were also 
awarded the title of 
Glamorgan WPCA 
young ambassadors 
2011. 

It has been a very suc¬ 
cessful year for the 
Glamorgan WPCA with 
many of its members 
winning at national and 
county shows, including 
the Royal Welsh Show 
and the national inhand 
championships and 
doing well at Horse of 
the Year show. 

They hold regular 
shows and meetings dur¬ 
ing the year to promote 
the Welsh ponies and 
cobs. New members 
always most welcome. 

LAURA EVANS 


Titles awarded 
at Sea View 
angling evening 


THE Sea View lads 
have announced the 
winners of their 
titles for 2010 with 
a few new faces 
joining the ranks of 
the regulars. 

Mickey Langford, a 
familiar name, again 
took the coveted angler 
of the year title, along 
with being shore angler 
of the year. 

Mickey also shared 
the shore doubles title 
with Glyn Warner, while 
Robert Ashford was the 
boat angler of the year. 

Dan Roderick won 
both the boat and shore 
junior titles and the mid¬ 
week evening competi¬ 
tion title was taken by 
Paul Coles. 


The heaviest one day 
weight caught from the 
shore was 291b by 
Richard Lougher, while 
John Cushen had the 
largest one day boat 
weight with 841b. 

Dan Roderick’s 
father, Peter, landed a 
new club record flounder 
of 21b 7oz while Kevin 
Gardner did the double, 
winning both the Bert 
Peterson and Wyndham 
Page memorial trophies; 
Wyndham’s son, Andy, 
won the Eddie Frost 
Trophy. 

This year looks prom¬ 
ising with codling run¬ 
ning and we look for¬ 
ward to large bags of 
rays, dogs and maybe 
even an early run of 
hounds. 

JC 


Vale golf club looks to attract 
a wider public in the future 


A VALE golf club says that innovation 
and diversification could be the way to 
survive the current difficult economic 
times. 

Cottrell Park GC is aiming to be a year-round 
attraction for members and non-members alike, a 
strategy that has been reinforced by two successive 
cold winters where the course was out of commis¬ 
sion for several weeks. 

The most unusual new idea is a nature trail that 
will be open to patrons for walking and jogging. 

A fleet of ‘Segways’ will be available later in the 
year; and the two wheel machines will be used on 
the nature trail, which will surround the 400 acre 
golf complex. 

Another addition is the clearing of a lake aptly 
called the secret lake, where again members and 
patrons will be allowed to fish for free. 

A club spokeswoman said: “ For golf clubs, sup¬ 
ply now far outweighs demand due to an increase in 
the ‘Nomadic’ golfer - those that play golf but are 
not a member of a club. 

“This increasing market of golfers has made a 
huge impact on membership levels in golf clubs 
across the UK and with levels dropping, more and 
more clubs are removing their initial joining fees 
and offering more flexible membership packages. 

“However, this is not enough in the current eco¬ 
nomic climate and reports are growing of courses 
closing and going into receivership, despite their 
attempts to attract this decreasing market. 

“ Gone have the days where people were desper¬ 
ate to join their local club and happy to hand over 
thousands of pounds for the privilege. 

“Individuals have now been given the power of 
choice with an array of competitive memberships to 
choose from.” 

Cottrell Park’s answer is in the introduction of 
new activities for its members, as well as for friends 
and family. 

The activities include two surround golf simula¬ 
tors, the first of their kind in Wales, that will allow 
members free use if the courses are closed due to 



ABOVE: Cottrell Park general manager 
Derek Smith gets to grips with a Segway. 


inclement weather. 

Two full-sized snooker tables and two pool tables 
will be available to members free of charge, and to 
the public for a small fee. 

The general manager of the club, Derek Smith, 
said: “These new activities are geared for not only 
the benefit of its members but also their friends and 
family. 

The new social marketing approach is a new con¬ 
cept for the club and its hoped it will soon be lead¬ 
ing the way for others to follow.” 


The Vale under-lls are pipped 
by Pontypridd’s power pack 


ON a firm but 
sticky pitch at the 
Old Penarthians, 
the Vale under-11 
rugby team were 
narrowly beaten by 
Pontypridd Schools, 
10 - 12 . 

In the first half, the 
Vale team linked well 
through backs and for¬ 
wards, with Bevan 
Howell and Rhys 
Durlucia to the fore, 
combining well with 
Rhys Bradshaw, Ben 
Jones and Sam Corkhill. 

Vale were awarded a 
penalty for offside and 
shipped it quickly 
through the backs for 
Rhys Jones to sprint 
down his right wing to 
score in the comer. 

Pontypridd hit back, 
using their bulkier for¬ 
wards but Reuben 
Williams, Jack Lee and 
Jake Griffiths led by 
example and drove into 
each tackle as if their 
lives depended on it. 

The first half finished 
5-nil to the Vale, after a 
series of forward drives 
by Ponty, who went close 
to scoring. 

Early in the second 
half, Ponty drew level 
with a fine individual try 
by their outside half, who 
dummied and sprinted 
past tacklers from a 
scmm 30 metres out. 

The team try of the 
match went to the Vale 
after Rhys Durlucia, Jake 
Griffiths and Haaris 
Khan combined well, 
driving Ponty back then 
releasing their speedy 
backs, with Luke Beattie 
on the left wing. 
Recycled ball saw loan 
Williams feed Ben Jones 



and Joseff Williams, who 
was tackled on the try 
line. 

From the scmm, Vale 
retreated but Reuben 
Williams emerged from a 
maul 40 metres out, spot¬ 
ting a gap on the blind- 
side and galloped in to 
score in the comer (10-5 
to the Vale). 

With five minutes to 
play, the Vale needed to 
keep the ball and stop the 
Ponty comeback, but a 
twist of fate saw Ponty 
pinch the ball in contact 
and ship it to their speedy 
wing, who rounded the 
defence to score near the 
posts, converting to make 
the score 10-12. 

In the Old Pens club¬ 
house, both captains 
thanked the opposing 
teams for the challenge 
in the match, the referee 
for his efforts, coaches, 
parents and caterers. 

Vale squad: Jake 
Griffiths, Max Lucas, Fin 
Davies, Jack Little, Max 
Cunnington, Reuben 
Williams, Haaris Khan, 
Jack Lee, Sam Corkhill, 
Jac Roberts, Rhys 
Durlucia (captain), loan 
Williams, loan Lewis, 


Rhys Bradshaw, Rhys 
Jones, Bevan Howell, 
Joseff Williams, Luke 
Beattie, Ben Jones, 
Harrison Ashby. 

DW 


ABOVE: 
Joseff Williams 
making a tackle 
in midfield 


Mixed bag for 
Penarth 
Windsor LTC 


PENARTH 
Windsor LTC expe¬ 
rienced mixed for¬ 
tunes in the men’s 
weekend matches. 

The second team con¬ 
tinued its successful sea¬ 
son with a resounding 
win away at Caerphilly. 

The Windsor line-up 
of John Cox, Peter 
Bellingham, John 

Adamson and Jason Gill 
took the match 3-1, 
keeping their promotion 
hopes alive. 

Meanwhile, the 
Windsor first outfit of 
Jason Richards, Dan 
Hughes, Ian Hughes and 
Elliott Richards failed to 
follow in the footsteps of 
the seconds, going down 


by two games at Neath 
Glamorgan, dealing a 
blow to their promotion 
prospects. 

In recent weeks the 
mixed veterans team has 
notched up notable vic¬ 
tories against strong 
opposition. 

Playing away against 
a previously unbeaten 
Dinas Powys side, Tim 
Hartland, Cathy 

O’Doherty, Peter 

Bellingham and Edwina 
Gill won by just three 
games. 

On home turf against 
Cowbridge, Tim 

Hartland, Leanne 

Mackey, Peter 

Bellingham and Edwina 
Gill won by six games. 

NG 
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CARDIFF & THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN SCHOOLS BOYS’ 
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND FINAL LEAGUE FIXTURE, TRELAI PARK 


Disappointing outing for Vale schools 


WHILE the Vale 
schools can feel 
pleased with the 
turn-out of boys at 
the third and final 
Cardiff & the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Schools, which 
incorporated the 
championships, 
there will be disap¬ 
pointment at the 
level of success. 

More than 350 boys 
were entered, with the 
Vale schools and Barry 
College providing 126 of 
the 342 finishers - but 
Penarth’s Stan well 

Comprehensive claimed 
the only local success 
with a league and cham¬ 
pionship double in the 
year-7 competitions. 

In the individual 
championships, there 
were second place finish¬ 
es for Spencer Robinson 
(Stanwell) and the much 
improved Alex Simon 
(Llantwit) in the year-7 
and under-20 sections 
respectively, while Ben 
Owen (Llantwit) and 
Matthew Edwards (Barry 
Comprehensive) were 
third in the years 8 and 9 
boys and under-17 com¬ 
petitions. 

In addition to 
Stanwell’s win at year-7, 
the only Vale school to 
claim a top three placing 
was Llantwit, second in 
the seniors. 

In the league competi¬ 
tions, what looked to be a 
very tight competition in 
the under-12 (year-7) 
section proved to be an 
easy win for Stanwell, 
and a final points total of 
74 out of a maximum of 
75. 

Sadly, Bro 

Morgannwg, with third 
in the seniors, was the 
only other Vale school to 
take a top three placing 
after the three league fix¬ 
tures. 

Awards for the cham¬ 
pionship and league 
competitions will be 
given out at the annual 
Cross-Country presenta¬ 
tion evening, which will 
be held at Bro 
Morgannwg on 

Wednesday, May 11, 
starting at 7pm. 

Vale Results 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Senior Boys - 5.7 km - 
Years 10+ - 92 finishers: 
Individuals - 3 Matthew 
Edwards (Barry Comp, 
U17, 3) 21:12; 4 Rory 
Heslop (Bro 

Morgannwg, U17, 4) 
21:21; 8 Alex Simon 
(Llantwit, U20, 2) 22:10; 
12 Matthew Collins 
(Barry Comp, U17, 8) 
23:18; 15 Dominic Farr 
(Bro Morgannwg, U20, 
5) 23:32; 16 Elliot 

Clissold (Barry Comp, 
U17, 11) 23:41; 17 

Darren Jones (Llantwit, 
U20, 6) 23:44; 19 Dan 
Owen (Llantwit, U17, 
12) 23:57; 22 Rhys 
George (Bro 

Morgannwg, U20, 9) 
24:08; 23 Tom Howies 
(Llantwit, U20, 10) 

24:17; 35 Meirin Evans 
(Bro Morgannwg, U17, 
24) 25:26; 39 Sam 

Peterken (St Cyres, U17. 


25) 25:55; 43 Ieuan 
Jones (Stanwell, U17, 
29) 26:14; 44 Connor 
Ogden (Barry Comp, 
U17, 30) 26:16; 46 Elliot 
Parry (Llantwit, U17, 31) 
26:22; 49 Curtis Searle 
(Barry Comp, U17,34) 
26:40; 52 Richard Lewis 
(Barry Comp, U17, 37) 
26:48; 53 Curtis Hayes 
(Barry Comp, U17, 38) 
26:52; 54 Will Teague 
(Llantwit, U17, 39) 

26:54; 55 Rowan Miller 
(Llantwit, U17, 40) 

26:56; 56 Tom Morgan 
(Cowbridge, U17, 41) 
26:59; 59 Josh Callis 
(Barry Comp, U17, 44) 
27:11; 61 Tom Griffiths 
(Bro Morgannwg, U17, 
45) 27:13; 62 Tom Parker 
(Llantwit, U17, 46) 

27:14; 64 Jason Sami 
(Cowbridge, U17, 48) 
27:28; 66 Zac Ledbetter 
(Barry Comp, U17, 50) 
27:34; 67 Tamas Barry 
(Stanwell, U17, 51) 

27:47; 68 Morgan 

Williams (Bro 

Morgannwg, U17, 52) 
28:00; 72 Emyr George 
(Bro Morgannwg, U17, 
56) 28:41; 74 Raffi 
Shirzad (Cowbridge, 
U17, 58) 28:57; 75 
Michael Coles (Bro 
Morgannwg, U17, 59) 
28:59; 76 Jacob 

Briscombe (Bro 

Morgannwg, U17, 60) 
28:59; 77 Adam Hewitt 
(Cowbridge, U17, 61) 
29:00; 81 Gareth Pilcher 
(Bro Morgannwg, U17, 
65) 29:36; 82 Tom 

Russell (Bro 

Morgannwg, U17, 66) 
29:40; 84 Gareth 

Crapnell (Barry Comp, 
U17, 68) 29:55; 85 

Zavier Rickard 

(Cowbridge, U17, 69) 
30:07; 86 Jack Wilcox 
(Cowbridge, U17, 70) 
30:09; 87 Dan Newman 
(Cowbridge, U17, 71) 
30:27; 89 Kyle Garrison 
(Barry College U20, 18) 
30:38; 90 Stuart Fleming 
(Cowbridge, U17, 72) 
30:52. 

Teams 

2 Llantwit Major 67; 4 
Barry Comprehensive 
75; 5 Bro Morgannwg 
76; 11 Barry 

Comprehensive B 213; 
12 Llantwit Major B 217; 
16 Cowbridge 271; 17 
Bro Morgannwg B 276; 
19 Cowbridge B 348. 
Year 8 and 9 Boys - 4.1 
km - 114 finishers: 

Individuals - 3 Ben 
Owen (Llantwit) 15:55; 4 
Dafydd George (Bro 
Morgannwg) 15:57; 9 
Tom Rawlings (Llantwit) 
17:03; 12 Elliot Morris- 
Devred (Barry Comp) 
17:21; 13 Gareth 

Hurman (Barry Comp) 
17:24; 17 Rian Thomas 
(Cowbridge) 17:49; 27 
Tom Owen (Cowbridge) 
18:32; 28 Ellis Rosser 
(Cowbridge) 18:36; 29 
Rhys Evans (Bro 
Morgannwg) 18:38; 36 
Iwan Thomas (Bro 
Morgannwg) 18:59; 37 
Dan Ladner (Barry 
Comp) 19:00; 39 Liam 
Tanner (Barry Comp) 
19:04; 43 Andrew Young 
(Barry Comp) 19:18; 49 
Richard Dangerfield 
(Llantwit) 19:37; 53 

Kristian Jones 

(Cowbridge) 19:44; 54 


Report by 
PETER 
MORRIS 
Photographs 
by 

IAN DIXON 


John Wardle (Barry 
Comp) 19:49; 58 

Matthew Bennett (Bro 
Morgannwg) 19:57; 60 
Iwan Mepham (Bro 
Morgannwg) 20:04; 61 
AJ Harrhy (Barry Comp) 
20:09; 62 Gavin Lewis 
(Bro Morgannwg) 20:10; 
63 Harry Lambert (Barry 
Comp) 20:11; 79 Keelan 
Jones (Bro Morgannwg) 
20:59; 80 Will Parker 
(Llantwit) 21:10; 81 Will 
Rees (Bro Morgannwg) 
21:25; 86 Jethro Haines 
(Cowbridge) 21:40; 90 
John Frazer (Barry 
Comp) 21:45; 94 Curtis 
Jones (Bro Morgannwg) 
22:18; 95 Joshua Oaten 
(Bro Morgannwg) 22:19; 
97 Alex Love 
(Cowbridge) 22:23; 99 
Ben Popham (Bro 
Morgannwg) 22:32; 100 
Shuan Amos (Bro 
Morgannwg) 22:33; 101 
Matthew Bennett (Bro 
Morgannwg) 22:42; 103 
Huw Bennett 

(Cowbridge) 22:52; 105 
Jordan Lowe 

(Cowbridge) 22:54; 106 
Ethan Darter (Llantwit) 
22:55; 111 Gabe Cleary 
(Barry Comp) 23:03. 
Teams 

7 Barry Comprehensive 
101; 8 Cowbridge 125; 9 
Bro Morgannwg 127; 10 
Llantwit Major 141; 16 
Barry Comprehensive B 
221; 19 Bro Morgannwg 
B 282; 23 Bro 

Morgannwg C 388; 24 
Cowbridge B 391. 

Year 7 Boys - 3 km - 136 
finishers: Individuals - 2 
Spencer Robinson 
(Stanwell) 12:29; 4 Aled 
George (Bro 

Morgannwg) 12:39; 8 
Ben McCullagh 

(Stanwell) 12:46; 9 Will 
Marsh (Stanwell) 12:50; 
10 Dewi Bennett 
(Cowbridge) 12:54; 13 
Jonathan Cummings (St 
Cyres) 13:02; 17 Sam 
Roberts ((St Cyres)) 
13:16; 20 Alex Langrish 
(Stanwell) 13:22; 21 

Luke Davidson ((St 
Cyres)) 13:25; 22 

Dafydd Smith (Bro 
Morgannwg) 13:28; 23 
Joshua 
(Cowbridge) 

Sean 

(Cowbridge) 

Jac Evans (Bro 
Morgannwg); 29 Morgan 
Humphreys (Stanwell); 
31 Cameron House 
(Stanwell); 32 Will Gale 
(Stanwell); 33 Iestyn 
Willey ((St Cyres)); 34 
Ethan Hutchings 

(Stanwell); 37 Rhys 
Gardner (Llantwit); 40 
Luke Jeffreys 

(Cowbridge); 41 Nick 
Mackey (Stanwell); 50 
Ewan O'Sullivan (Bro 
Morgannwg); 63 Jacob 
Roberts (Cowbridge); 65 
Jonathan Sparkes 

(Llantwit); 67 Jordan 
Davies (Llantwit); 69 
Leo Kelly (Cowbridge); 
70 Jake Mclnery (Barry 
Comp); 80 Ethan Lovell 
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Start of the senior hoys race with Vale athletes Matthew Edwards (Barry Comprehensive 67), 

Darran Jones (296) and his Llantwit team mate Alex Simon (295) and Ieuan Jones (Stanwell 574) all close to 

the head of the field. 
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The start of the year-7 hoys race with Penarth- 
based pupils featuring prominently. 


Peterhon 
13:31; 25 
Davies 
13:31; 27 


(Barry Comp); 82 
Christian Davies ((St 
Cyres)); 85 Tom Bailey 
(Cowbridge); 87 Jacob 
Bunt (Cowbridge); 91 
Matt Jackson ((St 
Cyres)); 94 Luke 
Sylvester (Barry Comp); 
96 Jacob Popham (Bro 
Morgannwg); 97 Luke 
Johnson-Brown 
(Cowbridge); 100 Tom 
Collins (Stanwell); 107 
Rhys Beynon (Bro 
Morgannwg); 109 Alex 
Parry (Llantwit); 110 
Morgan Hayman 

(Stanwell); 111 Jesse 
Guy-Jones (Barry 

Comp); 112 Owain 
Cwyfan-Hughes (Bro 
Morgannwg); 114 Shaun 
Tyrrell (Barry Comp); 
116 Tyler James (Bro 
Morgannwg); 117 Rhodri 
Davies (Bro 

Morgannwg); 125 
Keiron Griffiths (Bro 
Morgannwg); 127 
Matthew Richards (Bro 
Morgannwg); 128 Alun 
Rees (Bro Morgannwg); 
132 Ryan Hughes 
(Llantwit). 

Teams 

1 Stanwell 39; 6 St Cyres 
84; 7 Cowbridge 98; 8 
Bro Morgannwg 103; 9 
Stanwell B 126; 16 

Llantwit Major 278; 17 
Cowbridge B 304; 22 
Barry Comprehensive 
355; 26 Bro Morgannwg 
B 431; 29 Bro 

Morgannwg C 497. 
BOYS’ LEAGUE 3 
Under-19 - Years 10+ - 3 
Llantwit Major 391 (18); 
4 Barry Comprehensive 
382 (17); 6 Bro 

Morgannwg 353 (15); 8 
Cowbridge 116 (13); 10 
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Second place in the year-7 race for 
Spencer Robinson, who led his 
Stanwell squad to a league and 
championship double. 


Stanwell 76 (11); 13 St 
Cyres 54 (8); 14 Barry 
College 4 (7). 

Under-14 - Years 8 and 9 
- 5 Barry 

Comprehensive 492 (21); 
6 Bro Morgannwg 441 
(20); 7 Cowbridge 382 

(19) ; 9 Llantwit Major 
328 (17). 

Under-12 - Year 7 - 136 
finishers: 1 Stanwell 723 
(25); 6 Cowbridge 592 

(20) ; 7 St Cyres 565 (19); 

8 Bro Morgannwg 516 
(18); 11 Llantwit Major 
275 (15); 12 Barry 

Comprehensive 216 (14). 
FINAL TEAM 
PLACINGS AFTER 
THREE FIXTURES 
Under-19 - Years 10+ - 3 
Bro Morgannwg 51; 4 
Llantwit Major 50; 6 
Barry Comprehensive 
47; 8 Cowbridge 38; 11 
Stanwell 29; 12 St Cyres 


26; 15 Barry College 17; 
18 Westboume 3. 

U14 - Years 8 and 9 - 4 
Cowbridge 64; 6 Barry 
Comprehensive 62; 7 
Bro Morgannwg 59; 8 
Llantwit Major 49; 15 St 
Cyres 24; 16 Stanwell 
21; 17 Westbourne 20; 18 
St. Richard Gwyn 15. 
Under-12 - Year 7 - 1 
Stanwell 74; 5 

Cowbridge 62; 7 St 
Cyres 56; 9 Bro 

Morgannwg 49; 10 Barry 
Comprehensive 43; 14 
Llantwit Major 37; 16 St 
Richard Gwyn 26. 

Selection for the 
Aviva Welsh Schools 
Golden Celebration 
National Cross- 

Country 
Championships. 

Following this fixture, 
the boys teams to repre¬ 
sent Cardiff & the Vale of 


Third place in the years 8 and 9 race for 
Llantwit’s Ben Owen. 


Glamorgan district at the 
Golden Celebration 
Nationals, to be held at 
Brecon on Wednesday, 
March 16 were selected. 

The following Vale 
boys were included in the 
teams and reserves: 
Senior Boys - Team: 
Alex Simon (Llantwit); 
Dominic Farr (Bro 
Morgannwg); Darren 
Jones (Llantwit); Rhys 
George (Bro 

Morgannwg); Tom 
Howies (Llantwit); 
Owen Haswell 

(Stanwell). Reserves: 
Kyle Garrison (Barry 
College). 

Middle Boys - Team: 
Matthew Edwards (Barry 
Comp); Rory Heslop 
(Bro Morgannwg); 
Matthew Collins (Barry 
Comp); Elliot Clissold 


(Barry Comp). Reserves: 
Dan Owen (Llantwit). 
Junior Boys - Team: Ben 
Owen (Llantwit); Dafydd 
George (Bro 

Morgannwg); Tom 
Rawlings (Llantwit); 
Elliot Morris-Devred 
(Barry Comp) 

Reserves: Rian Thomas 
Cowbridge; Gareth 
Hurman (Barry Comp). 
Year-7 Boys - Team: 
Spencer Robinson 
(Stanwell); Aled George 
(Bro Morgannwg); Ben 
McCullagh (Stanwell); 
Will Marsh (Stanwell); 
Dewi Bennett 

Cowbridge. Reserves: 
Jonathan Cummings (St 
Cyres); Sam Roberts (St 
Cyres); Alex Langrish 
(Stanwell); Luke 

Davidson (St Cyres). 
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COWBRIDGE MINI AND JUNIOR RUGBY 

Tries galore as both 
teams cut loose 



A BRISK chilly day 
at the Cattle 
Market pitch saw 
the Cowbridge 
under-7s welcome 
the equally large 
Barry under-7s 
squad for four 
quarters of enter¬ 
taining mini rugby. 

The boys, resplendent 
in their new green and 
black training kit, were 
determined to put on a 
good show at home after 
so many away games 
and that’s certainly how 
the game started, with 
both teams committed to 
attack. 

Barry were first to 
score but this was quick¬ 
ly cancelled out by a fine 
pair of tries by Iolo 
Davies before, once 
again, the boys defended 
down the pitch as 
opposed to across it and 
allowed Barry back in to 
the game. 

The boys were 
exchanging tries almost 
like for like as both 
teams forgot about any 
inkling of defence, with 
Reuben Davies and 
Rhydian Williams with 
their typical strong bal¬ 
anced running to the 
fore, ably supported by 
Harry Treharne. Lewys 
Robins finished off an 
excellent passing 

manoeuvre and Tom 
Brennan got just reward 


for all his hard work in 
defence by squeezing in 
for the last try to put the 
game beyond Barry. 
Final score, 11-9. 

Scorers: Reuben 

Davies (three), Iolo 
Davies (two), Harry 
Treharne (two), Rhydian 
Williams (two), Tom 
Brennan, Lewys Robins. 

Squad: Tom Brennan, 
Robbie Brown, Henri 
Cairns, Evan Davies, 
Iolo Davies, Reuben 
Davies, Stejfan Evans, 
Ethan Francis, Morgan 
Harris, Archie Lloyd, 
Rhys Pritchard, Lewys 
Robins, Will Ryan, 
Finlay Sullivan, Luke 
Tredwell, Harry 


Treharne, Rhydian 
Williams. 

Under-ll’s v 
Barry 

BARRY were the visi¬ 
tors for Cowbridge 
under-11s on Sunday. 

There was due to be a 
round robin of fixtures 
but Llanishen failed to 
appear, which was frus¬ 
trating to say the least. 
From the outset it was 
clear that although the 
Barry side were full of 
endeavour, there was a 
huge gulf in class and 
basic skills. 

Cowbridge took con¬ 
trol of the game and, 
despite playing a num¬ 
ber of boys in unfamiliar 


positions, dominated 
their opponents in all 
aspects of play. 

Up front Cowbridge 
enjoyed a huge amount 
of possession, while 
their backs used the ball 
superbly to go over for a 
number of tries. Bevan 
Howells, Ellis Simon, 
Rhys Bradshaw, Rhys 
Davies and Evan 
Williams all finished off 
superb moves for a glut 
of first half scores. 

The second half saw 
some exciting new com¬ 
binations in the 
Cowbridge line up, 
notably loan Lewis at 
prop, a half back combi¬ 
nation of Jac Roberts 
and Jake Griffiths, and 
two flying wingers in 
Dan Marshall and Tom 
Jose. 

The quality of the 
home side’s play contin¬ 
ued with William 
Davies, Dylan Cottle, 
Max Cunnington, Oliver 
Reynolds and Tom 
Coates all making excel¬ 
lent contributions. As in 
the first half, Cowbridge 
would continue to domi¬ 
nate with tries from Sam 
Corkill, Morgan Gore, 
Tom Jose, Dan Marshall, 
Max Cunnington and 
Ellis Simon. 

Late in the second 
half saw the debut of 
Jamie Howells, thanks 
mainly to the encourage¬ 
ment of his under-11 
training buddies, and the 
Cowbridge flyer added a 
brace of tries before the 
end. 

Thanks go to all the 
Barry players, who 
never gave up and 
showed immense char¬ 
acter throughout the 
game. 

Thanks to Dan Taylor 
who, despite suffering a 
broken arm for the third 
time, made the effort to 
come and support his 
teammates and we all 
wish him a speedy 
recovery. 

Squad: Bevan 

Howells, Daniel 

Marshall, Dylan Cottle, 
Ellis Simon, Evan 
Williams, loan Lewis, 
Jac Roberts, Jake 
Griffiths, Jamie 

Howells, Max 

Cunnington, Morgan 
Gore, Oliver Reynolds, 
Rhys Bradshaw, Rhys 
Davies, Sam Corkill, 
Tom Coates, Tom Jose, 
William Davies. 

ML 


LLANTWIT MAJOR RFC 
_ JUNIOR ROUND-UP _ 

Close encounters of 
the Pentyrch kind! 


LLANTWIT MAJOR under- 
8s joined the under-7s team 
and travelled to Pentyrch 
RFC. 

Pentyrch and Llantwit Major decid¬ 
ed to field nine players making this a 
very competitive match. 

Both teams started off at pace with 
Pentyrch scoring the first try, but 
Llantwit came back with a well- 
worked move and a try from Jacob 
Hunt. 

Pentyrch scored a further six tries, 
but this wasn’t enough against a very 
determined Llantwit team, who scored 
seven tries. Two came from Kieran 
Daw, another for Jacob Hunt, and one 
apiece for Kofi Jones, captain 
Jonathan Bramhall and Morgan 
Thomas. 

Final score for the first game was 
Pentyrch 7, Llantwit Major 8. 

The second game was started with 
ten-a-side and was a much harder 
game for Llantwit. 

The team allowed Pentyrch to pun¬ 
ish them with a couple of early tries, 
but tries came from Kieran Daw, Kofi 
Jones (two), Garin Evans and man of 
the match Bradley Claxton, who 
decided to use route one and run 
through the Pentyrch defence, taking a 
few of them with him. 

Final score for the second game was 
Pentyrch 5, Llantwit Major 5. 

Well done to all the players, and all 
in all a good morning of rugby, 
enjoyed by all who watched. 

Thanks to all the parents who 
turned up to support both teams. 

MD 

Pentyrch v Llantwit Major 
under-7s 

CAPTAIN Aled Brace led the team 
out, but Pentyrch scored the first try. 


Llantwit came back with a try from 
Sam Deere, but Pentyrch scored a sec¬ 
ond. 

Llantwit struck back with a fine run 
from Sam Saunders, who gave a great 
pass to Dylan Thomas for him to score 
in the corner. 

Llantwit struck again with Sennan 
Jones scoring a fantastic solo try. 

Pentyrch soon came back to draw 
the game with a try, but Sennan Jones 
went on to score his second try of the 
match to put Llantwit in the lead. 

However, Pentyrch came back with 
the final play of the game to level the 
scores at 4-4. 

Game 2 

LLANTWIT got off to a flying start 
with great inter-passing between 
Rhys Ford and Aled Brace. 

This resulted in Rhys going over to 
score the first try. 

Llantwit were ploughing ahead with 
two new recruits, both scoring magnif¬ 
icent solo tries; well done to Dylan 
Morgan and Kian Morgan Brew. 

Pentyrch soon came back with two 
tries of their own, but Llantwit struck 
again with Dylan Thomas scoring a 
good solo effort. 

Sam Deere went on to score a brace 
of tries and though Pentyrch did not 
give up with two tries of their own, 
captain Rhys Ford led by example to 
go over for his second try and Sennan 
Jones, scoring his third try of the day, 
put Llantwit ahead 8-4. 

Pentyrch pushed hard to score, but 
the Llantwit defence held their own 
with great tags from Sam Saunders 
and Kian Morgan Brew. 

Well done to all the boys, a great 
team effort! 

PT 



Great 

WHAT a brilliant 
start to the year for 
the students of 
Wales TKD. 

Seven students trav¬ 
elled to Cardiff to enter 
the first stage of the 
Welsh Grand Prix at 
Eastern leisure centre, 
hosted by ITF Wales. 

The day started at 
9.30am with patterns; 
once again standards 
were high, but Jay 
Dupree took a well 
deserved gold. 

Next up was the spar¬ 
ring and first up was 
Caitlyn Lewis; this was 
her first competition 
since joining the club, 
she had a brilliant fight 
and took a bronze 
medal. 

Joshua Heaslip flew 
through the first round 
and went on to win sil¬ 
ver, along with Emma 
Heaslip who also took 
silver. 

Seren Dupree had a 
tough first round, but 
she’ll be back for the 
next stage in June. 

Bethan Ashford was 
the next competitor for 
the club and went on to 
take silver in the under- 
17 catergory, as did 
Robert Heaslip, who 
also took silver in his 
weight division. 

Last but not least was 
Jay Dupree, who again 
had a tough bout but 
came away with bronze. 

The last event was 
special technique, flying 


sidekick over two poles 
gradually getting further 
apart; Joshua kept going 
and going and came 
away with a silver 
medal. 

A total of eight 


medals were won - well 
done everyone. 

For more information 
please visit our web¬ 
site, www. walestkd. co. uk 
or call 07731090305. 

GL 


ABOVE: 

The students of Wales 
TKD, who won eight 
medals at the Welsh 
Grand Prix event in 
Cardiff. 


Pumas go clear at the top 


THIS first meeting between the 
Pumas and Legal & General 
Athletic was a close and hard 
fought game. 

Pumas opened the scoring when 
Scott Christopherato’s shot from 25 
yards out found the top left hand cor¬ 
ner. Legal and General deservedly 
equalised after applying some good 
pressure, but Pumas came close to 
regaining the lead back when Dean 
Hyde scuffed his shot wide. 


Soon after the break Barry Pumas 
were 2-1 up thanks to Jamie Randall 
playing an inch perfect pass for Callum 
Taylor to guide past the keeper. 

Legal and General were awarded a 
penalty after a harsh handball decision 
against Danny Field-Thomas, howev¬ 
er, Matthew Davie went the correct 
way to pull off a fine save. 

Barry Pumas are now three points 
clear at the top of Lazarou league divi¬ 
sion 3. 

MORGAN STEPHENS 
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Community group 
to take over 
leisure centre? 


THE Garw Valley Leisure 
Centre may be offered to a 
community group to run as 
part of a shake-up in the 
management of leisure cen¬ 
tres and swimming pools. 

BCBC’s cabinet received a fur¬ 
ther report on progress in chang¬ 
ing the way these buildings are 
managed. The council needs to 
save on running costs and also 
will not have the capital to 
improve them. 

Outside consultants have been 
brought in to help draw up a 
business case. The options looked 
at included reconfiguration of in- 
house operations, which has been 
ruled out. 

Creating a new not for profit 
development organisation 
(NPDO) is also ruled out. 

The favoured options are either 
creating a partnership with an 
existing NPDO or with the pri¬ 
vate sector. The capacity of the 
local community to take on some 
services is also to be investigated. 

The business case drawn up 
concludes that if there is enough 
capacity, the Garw Valley Leisure 
Centre should be run by a com¬ 
munity organisation and that the 
^Bowls Hall at Bridgend 


Recreation Centre should be 
operated by the bowls club. 

Any future arrangement would 
also have to accommodate Pyle 
Life Centre, which is a library 
and sports facility plus other dual 
use centres. They would also have 
to take on the full repair and 
renewal where necessary of facili¬ 
ties. 

Cabinet has agreed to go 
through a full procurement 
process to secure a partner best 
suited to deliver the desired out¬ 
comes and taking on board the 
provisos already listed. 

It has been estimated that 
bringing in the private sector 
would save £454,000 on opera¬ 
tions and result in a total annual 
saving of £869,000 - which is 
more than the £824,000 estimated 
from working with an existing 
NPDO. 

The total cost of running these 
buildings at present is £3.1m 
which could come down to about 
£2.4m if the changes were 
brought in, making it more 
affordable. 



LEFT: 

Flanker Lloyd 
Evans shows pace 
and determination 
in attack as 
Bridgend Athletic 
earned the bragging 
rights over local 
rivals Maesteg. 

See the full match 
report on page 48. 
Photo by KERRY 
FOTHERGILL 


The Ath under-lls 
play 15-man rugby! 


BRIDGEND Athletic under-11 
Greens played Newport HSOB 
on a cold but dry morning and 
all 24 squad members turned 
up, eager for some action. 

Unfortunately, Newport had been hit 
by injuries and had only 10 players on 
duty. A bit of mental arithmetic and 
some negotiations between the coaches 
led to a 15-a-side game played on a full 
pitch, with a number of Ath players 
guesting for Newport - a big thank you 
goes to the Ath boys who turned out for 
the opposition. 

With 16 forwards on the pitch it was 
agreed to have ‘proper’ rucks and 
mauls and the forwards acquitted 
themselves very well with some excel¬ 
lent clearing out, and ‘long arms’ 
resulting in a steady supply of ball. 

Some of the driving play was excel¬ 
lent and Jack Walker and Rhys 
Durlucia made some powerful bursts 
up the centre of the field, with 
Durlucia powering over for three tries 
in the first half. 

The backs were also in fine fettle 
and it was pleasing to see the ball being 
moved through the hands and the 
wings receiving some passes. It was 
one of these passes which gave Nathan 
Willis enough space to jink over and 
touchdown. 

Chris Crumpton drove over to com¬ 
plete the Ath’s scoring for the half 
although Newport hit back with a fine 
try of their own when Caine Woolerton 
sidestepped through the Ath defence to 
touch down for the opposition on the 
stroke of half time. 

The second half followed much the 


same pattern with forwards and backs 
linking well and the Ath playing an 
entertaining brand of rugby - the whole 
squad are playing well at the moment 
and competition for places is getting 
stronger by the week. 

There is still plenty to work on in 
training - offloading before a tackle 
being one of them. 

Back to the rugby, and it was 
Matthew Hibbert who scored first in 
this half when the forwards drove over 
the line - although the scorer wasn't 
visible from the press box the huge 
roar from Adrian left everyone in no 
doubt who had crossed the line. 

The next score was a great team 
effort, with the forwards winning quick 
ball and the ball being spun along the 
back line to Paul Teesdale, who pro¬ 
ceeded to sprint 40 yards to touch 
down for a fabulous try. 

One last shuffle of the team resulted 
in some of the boys lining up in some 
unfamiliar positions - none more so 
than Rhys Durlucia out on the right 
wing! With the last move of the game 
a lovely pass from Dylan Parry put our 
very own Jonah Lomu into space with 
50 metres to go - 50 metres later 
‘Jonah’ touched down for the final try. 

With conversions from Caine (two) 
and Chris Matthews, the final score 
was the Ath 46 Newport 5. 

The man of the match awards went 
to Chris Crumpton and Cameron 
Lewis for two fine performances. Well 
played the whole squad and also to the 
Newport boys, who never gave up and 
who contributed fully to an entertain¬ 
ing game. 


Bryncethin 
under-8s win in 
tense encounter 


Under 8s: 

Bryncethin 14 

Porthcawl 12 
ON a fresh morning, 
Bryncethin welcomed 
Porthcawl. 

The last time these 
teams met we were enter¬ 
tained by a close fought 
match and it was to be no 
different this time. 

Porthcawl scored a 
fine opening try, and the 
home side then scored 
themselves, and this is 
how it carried on for the 
rest of the half. 

With the end of the 
first period coming to a 
close the scores were 
level at 4-4. 

At the start of the sec¬ 
ond period it was 
Bryncethin who opened 
the scoring, with the ball 
passing through a num¬ 
ber of hands with a final 
pass out to Miles 
Blakeman, who finished 
in the comer. 

As the half carried on, 
it was the home side who 
opened up a slender lead 
and at the end of the peri¬ 
od it was 8-7. 

The third period got 
underway with the 
Bryncethin playing down 
the hill. Both sides were 
throwing the ball around 
and with some direct run¬ 
ning, the game came to a 
tense final couple of min¬ 
utes. Crucially it was 
Bryncethin with a brace 
of last-minute tries who 
held on to win 14-12. 


Try scorers: 

Ifan 

Hunnam 

(4), 

Miles 

Blakeman 

(3), 

Rhys 

Cawley 

(3), 

Rhys 

Williams 

(2), 

Mike 

Gillette 

and 

Will 

Laverick. 



Man of 

the 

match: 


Rhys Williams for his 
excellent support play 
and fine passing. 

Squad: Ifan Hunnam 
(captain), Thomas 

Bassett, Miles Blakeman, 
Rhys Cawley, Ben 
Daniel, Mike Gillette, 
Morgan Hughes, Jac 


Jervis, Will Laverick, 
Hollie Morgan, Cory 
Ryall, Jake Whitefield 
and Rhys Williams. 

Under-10s: 
Bryncethin 22 vs 
Porthcawl 35 
ANOTHER week and 
another side of 
Bryncethin was on 
view. 

Porthcawl were the 
visitors and maybe the 
memory of Bryncethin 
winning the reverse fix¬ 
ture was partly to blame 
for a disappointing dis¬ 
play. 

The visitors took the 
lead, but with tries for 
Scott Ryall, Aaron 
Thomas and Ethan 
Hopkins, with a conver¬ 
sion from Jack Thomas, 
it was Bryncethin who 
led at the break. 

Although Bryncethin 
had plenty of possession 
the coaching team were 
disappointed with the 
decision making on the 
field. There was no sign 
of the fluidity that has 
been the hallmark of the 
youngsters’ play over the 
last few months. 

Tries were exchanged 
between the visitors and 
another one for Scott 
Ryall, but too much 
space was given to the 
Porthcawl players who 
were able to exploit the 
room for three unan¬ 
swered tries to take the 
match. 

The boys will need to 
look at themselves and 
realise that the work 
done in training must be 
taken into the matches or 
there will be more poor 
displays like this one. 

Squad: Scott Ryall 
(captain), Josh Napper, 
Tobias Hunt, Aaron 
Thomas, Jack Thomas, 
Finlay Mullens, Luke 
Board, Daniel Osarigie, 
Keiran Dixon, Joshua 
Thomas, Morgan 

Stevens, Rhys Davies and 
Ethan Hopkins. 

RH 


Bryncethin 
under-9s just 
lose out 


BRYNCETHIN 
RFC under-9s 
played a home 
match against 
Porthcawl. 

Porthcawl scored the 
first try, with Bryncethin 
trying their best to 
defend; unfortunately, 
the first half finished 3- 
0. 

However, Bryncethin 
came back in the second 
half with an encouraging 
performance, with pas¬ 
sion in their tackling, 
especially from Tom 
Painter, Mason Jones 
and Kathryn Pritchard. 

We also saw excellent 
passing and team play¬ 
ing from Geraint 


Richards, with good 
drive and determination 
from Dafydd Baker and 
Lloyd Costigan. From 
this, Mason Jones scored 
a fantastic try. 

However, it was the 
visitors who took victory 
with a final score of 5-1. 

The player of the 
match was awarded to 
Billy Sinclair, who 
showed an all round out¬ 
standing performance. 

Team: Kathryn 
Pritchard; Mason Jones; 
Thomas Painter; Geraint 
Richards; Lloyd 
Costigan; Dafydd Baker; 
Billy Sinclair; Kane 
Walters; Dylan Hill. 

RS 


CALLING CLUB OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your sports 
reports - email gemeditorial 
@ tindlenews. co. uk 


TONDU JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND UP 


Under-14s just miss out 
against Merthyr Tydfil 


TONDU under-14s played a 
great game of competitive 
rugby with Merthyr Tydfil 
narrowly getting the win. 

A speculative up-and-under from 
Merthyr failed to be gathered by 
Tondu and the ball was hacked sev¬ 
eral times upfield until the Merthyr 
centre was able to touchdown for the 
first try. This try was unconverted. 

Merthyr capitalised on a Tondu 
handling error and released their 
impressive backs to claim their sec¬ 
ond, also unconverted. 

Following a period of Tondu pres¬ 
sure near the Merthyr line, Rhydian 
Jenkins powered over for the try, 
again unconverted. 

Merthyr extended their lead with 


a try in the corner following a num¬ 
ber of phases of play deep within the 
Tondu 22. This try was not convert¬ 
ed. 

Tondu were awarded a penalty 
deep in the Merthyr 22. Cole Lewis 
was released into open space and the 
prop romped home for the try. This 
try was converted by Rhydian 
Jenkins 

Merthyr then extended their lead 
through a penalty. 

Carwyn Dent scored at the corner 
for Tondu in the final stages of the 
game. The try was unconverted, giv¬ 
ing Merthyr a narrow win. 

Final score: Tondu 17, Merthyr 
18. 

EJ 


Under-lls’ physical 
game with Taibach 


HAVING been beat¬ 
en convincingly by 
Taibach last time 
they met, the Tondu 
under-lls were 
looking to turn the 
tables and register a 
win, and also to 
gauge their progress 
since the beginning 
of the season. 

Taibach soon made 
their collective presence 
felt with some strong 
running and committed 
tackling. Tondu, howev¬ 
er, were equal to this and 
set about their opponents 
with controlled aggres¬ 
sion from the forwards 
and some incisive run¬ 
ning from the backs. 

The early exchanges 
suggested that this 
encounter would come 
down to who took their 
chances and this proved 
to be the case when 
Tondu struck. Jordan 
Morgan pounced on a 
loose clearing kick and 
returned it with interest 
by going over in the cor¬ 
ner before the Taibach 
defence could reorgan¬ 
ise. This try went uncon¬ 
verted. 

Taibach attempted to 
rally and worked upfield 
to put pressure on 
Tondu’s line, only to be 
repelled by some out¬ 
standing defensive work. 
A clearing kick into the 
Taibach half saw Tondu 
regather possession to 
deliver the next score. 

This time, Ben Rich 
benefited from powerful 
rucking from the Tondu 
forwards, and was able 
to pick up and jink his 
way through to touch 
down out wide. Josh 
Evans converted to fin¬ 
ish the first half at 12-0 
to Tondu. 

Taibach began the 
second half with some 
urgency as they sensed 
the game slipping away 
from them. Once again, 
Tondu’s defence was 
allowing nothing past 
them. Taibach were run¬ 
ning out of ideas and 
once more Tondu seized 
the opportunity to 
pounce. 

After immense for¬ 
ward pressure from 
Tondu, Ben Rich was 
able to pick up from a 
ruck on half way, 
dummy, split the defence 


and pin his ears back for 
a sprint to the line, with 
Taibach trailing in his 
wake. This try was 
unconverted. 

Taibach renewed their 
efforts but still found 
Tondu resolute. It was 
this determination that 
prevented Taibach scor¬ 
ing what seemed like a 
certain try - a last-ditch 
tackle preventing the 
score. 

The game continued 
back and forth right up 
to the final whistle, with 


each team giving every¬ 
thing in what was a very 
entertaining, physical 
game of rugby. 

Well done to all and a 
special thank you to 
Shannon for all her 
efforts - her presence in 
the team will be missed! 

Team: Michael B, 
Morgan D, James T, 
Jordan M, Ben R, 
Callum B, James M, 
Josh E, Ryan K, Garryn 
T, Tyler D. 

DM 


Ath under-10s 
are on top form 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic under-lOs 
welcomed Newport 
HSOB to 

Newbridge Fields. 

From the start, the Ath 
showed some great 
attacking rugby, resulting 
in Sam Veasey going 
over to score the first try. 
Dan O’Sullivan convert¬ 
ed to make it 7-0. 

Newport came back 
strong but some good 
defensive play from the 
Ath kept Newport out for 
a period, before they 
went over to make the 
score 7-7. 

The Ath stepped up 
the pace with the for¬ 
wards driving well and 
the whole team showing 
some great hands. The 
pressure saw Connor 
Fabian go over to score 
and Dan O’Sullivan con¬ 
vert to give the Ath a 
half-time lead of 14-7. 

In the second half, 
good hands from the Ath 
saw Jamie Marshall dive 
over to score. Dan 
O’Sullivan converted 
and more good pressure 
from the Ath allowed Teo 
Fillis to crash over. Once 
again, Dan O’Sullivan 
stepped up to convert, 
making it 28-7. 

The Ath continued to 
play good rugby and 
slick hands saw Sam 
Veasey score his second. 
Dan O’Sullivan stepped 
up to extend the Ath lead 
to 35-7. Newport man¬ 
aged to score a late con¬ 
verted try. 

Final score: Bridgend 
Athletic 35, Newport 14. 

Second game 

The Ath kicked off 


game two and some great 
work from the forwards 
saw Josh Tidy weave his 
way over to open the 
scoring. Kasari Mehta 
kicked the conversion. 

Louis King showed 
great determination to 
drive over to score the 
Ath’s second try. Mehta 
kicked the conversion to 
make the half-time score 
14-0 to the Ath. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with the Ath putting 
pressure on the Newport 
line. Newport held firm 
and stole the ball to run 
the length of the field to 
score a good try which 
was converted. 

The Ath came back 
and from a scrum close to 
the Newport line, Jade 
Thomas went over to 
score. Kasari Mehta 
kicked the conversion 
making it 21-7. The final 
try of the game went to 
the visitors who managed 
to go over in the corner. 
The try was converted 
but the Ath managed to 
hold on to win the game. 

Final score: Bridgend 
Athletic 21 Newport 14. 

Ath: Jack Obbard, 
Ffion Revill, Louis King, 
Teo Fillis, Thomas 
Anthony, Brandyn Fooks, 
Jade Thomas, Taine 
Waite, Jamie Marshall, 
Kasari Mehta, Josh Tidy, 
Connor Fabian, Charles 
Creffield, Gwilym John, 
Dan O’Sullivan, Daffydd 
Beech, Christopher Hart, 
Sion Vigus, Sam Veasey, 
Megan Webb, Thomas 
Reed, James Hermolle, 
Morgan Evans. 
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Kenfig Hill edge 
out Brynamman 
in a close match 



Scrum-half Mark Jenkins makes a break. 


BRYNAMMAN 
started off stronger 
than Kenfig Hill 
and the pressure 
led to a penalty by 
outside-half 
Dafydd Jones. 

This was a spur for 
the home side to start 
playing and a chip ahead 
by outside-half Rhodri 
Clark saw right winger 
Kyle Evans reach the 
ball ahead of the cover¬ 
ing defence. He kicked 
ahead, gathered the ball 
and touched down, with 
Clark putting over a dif¬ 
ficult conversion. 

Brynamman took 
advantage of some 
missed tackles for blind- 
side wing forward 
Shaun Slyman to score, 
with Jones adding the 
conversion. 

Kenfig Hill started to 
take control of the game 
and a slick passing move 
saw centre Chris Tossell 
power over for a try, 
converted by Clark who 
added a further penalty 
to give a half-time score 
of Kenfig Hill 17 
Brynamman 10. 

Kenfig Hill kept the 
pressure on in the sec¬ 
ond half and were 
rewarded with a try by 
outside-half and captain 
Rhodri Clark when he 
broke the covering 
defence on the halfway 
line and sped over for a 
try, which he converted. 

At this point of the 
game, Brynamman were 
desperately defending, 
but could not hold out as 
Clark scored another 
superb try which gave 
the Mules a bonus point, 
Clark converting. 

Kenfig Hill relaxed a 
little and let Brynamman 
in for two late tries 
through right winger 


Pictures by PETER GILLING 



Flanker Steve Gillard on the charge. 


Dafydd Moses and No 8 
Joel Spurway, with 
Jones adding a conver¬ 
sion. 

This gave a final 
score of Kenfig Hill 31, 
Brynamman 22. 

For Kenfig Hill, Kyle 
Evans was made man of 
the match after another 
scintillating display of 
wing play, while the 
back row of Steve 
Gillard, Scott Waller and 
Derwyn Rees were out¬ 
standing with Mark 
Jenkins controlling the 
game at scrum-half. 

KENFIG HILL/ 
CORNELLY 
YOUTH 51 
CWMGRACH 
YOUTH 0 
A COMPREHENSIVE 
win by the young 


Mules with Curtis 
Kerton and Tom 
Davies scoring two 
tries each, Adam 
Lloyd, Lee 

Arrowsmith, Tom 
Lodwig, Dan Heatley 
and Lloyd Bradley 
scoring a try apiece, 
and Bradley adding 
three conversions. 

This was a fine all¬ 
round team performance 
with Dan Lloyd being 
named as man of the 
match. Prop Jamie Uren 
stood out, as did 
Jonathan Steggles. 

The club would like to 
congratulate stewardess 
Helen Peers on becom¬ 
ing a grandmother - we 
send best wishes to 
daughter Amy and new 
baby Ella-May. 

GO’S 


Ath seconds sweep aside Bargoed 


The Porthcawl Town under-9s 
delighted with sponsorship deal 



ABOVE: Porthcawl Town Athletic under-9s Blues with Ockert Booyse Leanne Hawkins, 
Gary Hawkins, Michael Pearce, team manager ; Sieve Williams, assistant coach, and parent 
support helpers Scott Randell and Alan Watkins. 


PORTHCAWL Town Athletic under-9 Blues football Ockert Booyse of Nottage Forge, has been joined by Helen 
team is delighted that Nottage Forge is continuing its Lewis and Leanne Hawkins of GEM Cleaning Services 
. . . . , , . (Porthcawl) together with Gary Hawkins of Hawkins Property 

sponsorship, which began when the team were Improvements and Lee Lewis of Groundwork UK to provide 
under-8. new football kits for the team. 


Porthcawl RFC 
win see-saw 
encounter 

BIRCHGROVE RFC 
PORTHCAWL RFC 


IN an entertaining 
match, Porthcawl 
came out winners 
by a satisfactory 15- 
point gap. 


were denied this by the 
referee’s decision to 
overrule the touch judge, 
but ironically Porthcawl 
managed to gain posses¬ 
sion from the restart and 


However, it was the pacey centre Richards 
home team who scored scored wide out. Once 
first through a penalty again, the conversion by 
kick after sustained pres- Townley was successful 
sure on the Porthcawl to take the score to 18- 


line. 

Porthcawl responded 
well and following a 
sweeping movement, 
scored through 
Skidmore. 


19. 

From the restart, the 
home team were award¬ 
ed a penalty which they 
wing duly converted, but that 
was to be their only 



ABOVE: Ben Clarke on the attack. 


Birchgrove restarted score of the half, 
well, and their pressure h was Porthcawl at 
was soon rewarded by a this stage with their 
converted try. In faster backs being a 
response, Porthcawl dominant factor, while 
began to spread the ball credit must be given to 
more and more and from the Porthcawl pack who 
one such movement, st0 °d then ground and 
full-back Clarke split the s »PP hed the bal to fur- 
home defence to score ther try scorers Skidmore 
between the posts, con- an d-James, 
verted by Townley. . , N ^ than t , t T ownley 

In a see-saw battle, added another two con- 
Birchgrove came back versions and a penalty to 

and scored a trv and a take his points total to 11 
and scored a try and a d Porthcaw p s t0 36 

penaity whde Porthcawl and a bonus point win . 

player O Keefe was sin- r — 

binned. Porthcawl were 

awarded a penalty 

almost on the half-time 

whistle and chose to take 

the three points, but they 



CW 


Wing Jordan 
Skidmore. 


much bigger 

Bargoed pack, 

Bridgend Athletic 
seconds ran out 
comfortable win¬ 
ners in this WRU 


BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 

36 

BARGOED 

12 


Cole. Cole passed the was almost immediate, 
100 point mark in this when Cole dummied his 


pattern resulted in 
livewire flanker Lee 
Simms crashing over for 
a try early in the half. 
Cole converted. 


new league when he was way through the Bargoed . ^ Bfr® 0e d try fol 
,i • • . r • • i l r* . i lowed late in tne naii 

the recipient of an inside defence to score under when> frora a flve . metre 

pass following a break by the posts. s th e k forced 

scrum half Stuart Kenny The conversion, fol- ^ Athletic scrum back 

second team league to dive over in the comer, lowed by a Cole penalty, f or Callum English to 

fixture. The visitors fought gave the Athletic a 22-5 score Scrum half Craig 

Wing Rhodri Davies their way back into the half time lead. Wilson converted, 

opened the scoring for game following a period The second half mir- However, the Athletic 

the Athletic early in the of pressure on the rored the first, with had the last word when 

game, with a well taken Athletic line with a try by Athletic attacking wide replacement wing Owain 
try, converted by captain prop Ian Jenkins. The with superb support from Francis scored a try con- 
and outside half Tom response by the Athletic their mobile pack. This verted by Craig Baker. 


Porthcawl under- 
14s’ unbeaten run 

PORTHCAWL Whites have everything to 
smile about after beating Baglan ‘A’ away. 

This was Porthcawl under-14s’ third game against 
the Baglan teams in as many weeks. Last week, the 
Whites defeated Baglan ‘B’, arguably the stronger of 
the ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams, 6-2. 

Confidence is slowly being restored after an exo¬ 
dus of players to their close rivals Cynffig at the 
beginning of the season. 

Manager Bill Robertson has always had faith in 
this team and his patience has finally paid off. With 
a lot of hard work and effort from the boys, their 
game has finally started to take shape and with new 
signings in the wings, the prospects for the future are 
looking good. 

Any child looking to join the Porthcawl Town 
AFC set-up can contact Pat Farrow via e-mail on 
patriciajlf@yahoo.co.uk or call 07825 092376. 

JN 


Porthcawl under- 
11s cruise to 
Bryncethin win 


BRYNCETHIN, 
playing in red, 
started the stronger 
with the larger 
pack attacking up 
the middle of the 
field. 

Porthcawl, who are 
happy to tackle all day, 


Porthcawl started as if 
they meant business 
with tries from Ethan 
Waters and Will 
Mahoney. 

Bryncethin could 
only withstand so much 
of this attention and it 
was just a matter of 
time before Porthcawl 


set about stopping their scored again, and this 
progress and eventual- time it was Max 


ly the tide was turned. 

After some clean 
turnover ball from for¬ 
wards Ben Collins, 
Kurtis Pridmore, Ben 
Davies, Lloyd 
Mortimer and 
Cameron Williams, 
who probably had his 
best game in the pack, 
the Seaweeds broke 
free and scored in the 
corner, courtesy of 
some great finishing by 
Will Mahoney. This try 
could have opened the 
floodgates but 
Bryncethin stuck to 
their task and held the 
Green and Blacks to 
17-0 at half-time, after 
tries from outside-half 
Dan Williams and 
Louis Protheroe. 

Playing downhill in 
the second half, 


Budding, charging over 
for Porthcawl’s sixth 
try of the morning. 

Will Mahoney then 
claimed his hat-trick 
after some neat han¬ 
dling and hard running 
from backs Harry 
Evans, Callum 
Morgan, Joe Stradling, 
loan Clatworthy and 
Ben Roach, with anoth¬ 
er score in the corner, 
sealing an impressive 
win for the Seaweeds. 

Dan Williams kicked 
four conversions and 
Will Mahoney one. 

Final score: 
Bryncethin 0 
Porthcawl 47. 

Back of the match 
was Will Mahoney and 
forward of the match 
was Max Budding. 

IB 
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Fr«e Sky+ box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 
FREE Standard Installation 


A 


• 8k| ♦ HO 8y*4«m» PRtC • w(Ul No HO ftobo trt pHow 

• EXISTING Sky cutomar upgrading to Sky ♦ £199.00 

• race Sky • HO bou for osMtlng and now cootwooro I 
thoir Arct Sky ♦ HO packago 

^lg a siiag i 
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FREE ESTIMATES SAME DAY SERVICE 

/ OomMtlc A Coma«fci«l ... 

/ Oocoontt For Otpt 
/ 24 Hour T 0«y« 8#mo# 

✓ 12 Month <W«r«nlM 

✓ Digit* Swttohovw 8p*eiHI*n 

✓ ROt Appro**) hitiNn 
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Is Your Aerial Installer ? 

Confederation o i Aartal inetallen 
CarOft ad? 

Pol lea Chackod? 

Living Induatry Benchmark Aortal«. 
Ctklw and Actawortn? 

•Nl VISION Mil 


CALL PAUL 
WILLIAMS 


ntad Inatatlataon Specialist* 

vFww.onevisionlldxo.uk 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


vtait our wakalta for ukumplea 



VALE DIGITAL 


AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
a DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS 

fMfltKi skyto I 


Shd 


All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 


Call Tim - 0800 032 3775 or 
07772 206399 or 01446 793189 anytime 

COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 

Covering all areas tm j 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


lb® /tonal WWm 



% Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 

* Affordable Prices 

* Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 



BQQGXate SMXal ©QOC?a§iaQilS 


WALfggkM 
FOPBUN?*, 
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50 % ^ 




Get the look at the 
price you can afford... 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

North Road, Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, South Wales CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


iijjd ©QD0“8aaaci§ 


VALE BLINDStWa.es,Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds ■■■ 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds ^^55 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles W 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


B 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 ^Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 



Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
~ < J 4 Poor Reception Fixed 

4 OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

L * Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



Call: 

The GEM 

for more information 
01446 774484 

v___✓ 



MARTIN 

DAMP PROOFING 

• Damp Courses 

• Timber Treatment 

• Wet and Dry Rot 

• Rendering 

• Plastering 

07854171021 
01446 620012 


CROSSWAYS 

Building Contractor 
V. J. Mason 

✓ CARPENTRY 

✓ PLASTERING 

✓ BRICKWORK 

✓ DECKING 

✓ FLOORING 

✓ FENCING 
Free Fixed Quotes 

01446 771076 
07815 684421 

Vince JMason @ gmail. com 



B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FITTING 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 



CONSTRUCTION 
Gary Richards 
• New Build 


• Extensions 

• Renovations 

T: 01443 776616 
M: 07815 730480 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 
<#”07775 997432 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 




R.J.T 

^PLASTERING 
lSr& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 


BLOCKS (44) 

JUMBO SAND^jggF'" 

CEMENT m 

Village Farm Industrial Estate 
(opposite Shillibier Haulage) 
Pyle, CF33 6BN 


See more 

Building 

Services 

on the 
next page 
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GRABlt PLANT HIRE ltd 


Fast & Professional Service 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 
HAYES ROAD, SULLY 

Call 01446 700535 
or visit our website 
www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 

DRIVEWAYS 
FOOTPATHS 
TARMAC 
DROP KERBS 

FAST & PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE. FOR 
FRIENDLY ADVICE & 

A FREE QUOTE JUST 
GIVE US A RING 



GROUNDWORK 
CONTRACTORS 
ALL SIZE PLANT 
WITH DRIVERS 
FOR HIRE AT 
REASONABLE 
PRICES. FOR ALL 
YOURGROUND- 
WORK NEEDS 

GRAB HIRE 
SERVICE 
WASTE 
DISPOSAL.. 
SITE 

CLEARANCE. 

AGGREGATE 

DELIVERIES. 



"tn W II its wood 
fS# - we're 
SWnTry very good! 
Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling* Alterations* Decking 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


yyjjJjJiliajr 1 3jjj , yj£;3£3 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryStol-rc 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 




Adrian Dowdall 


Carpet & Vinyl Specialist 

(Over 30 years fitting experience) 


I Book me and I can collect your carpet or vinyl from I 
any retailer - saving you a delivery charge of up to £39.1 


• UnderlaylGrippers supplied at up to half retailer prices. 

• Home selection samples supplied. • Free measuring & quotation. 

Call 01446 746745 or 07977 706885 


VALE CARPETS 

t/iot corner to cgUt 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 
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ovenu.co.uk 

oveo" 

oven valeting service ... punctuality, pride. 

I Range & AGA Specialist 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 

• Microwave Ovens 
L# Traditional Stoves 



the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 



ID. GULLIVER 


r'STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


0 All Internal & External Work 
0 No Job too Small 
0 25 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 




PAINTING & (7 

DECORATING 
SERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


Rollover Poi 



07980 691584 

The affordable way to have your home painted 
by professional, highly skilled decorators. 
From a simple job to complete redecoration. 
Call John & Dean for a Free Quote - 

v 01446 750625 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable > -ZWtfc and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken v CommercmC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^/nfeT^imMes 

01446 771137 v & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 




/ RE%FIT 

(Established Family Business) 


Installation 


I Repair 
Specialists 


Why renew when you can repair! 

•Windows • Hinges & Locks 
•Handles • Doors (Upvc lock specialists) 


07518 256743 - Richard 
07970 557253 


Bridgend ^ 


I HI QUU) O 


I ana ffra/xfFexraxfce 

Family business 25yrs exp. 

Specialists in double glazing I 
installation and repairs. ^ | 

Reliable, quality work. 

Excellent prices 


L 


01656 788403 or 07966 025287 

www.bridgendwindows.com 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Are you thinking of improving your home? 

VAT frozen for February 
Visit our brand new showroom now open 
9am - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 



• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 




SPECIAL OFFER 

Bevelled Front Doors £550 

• Windows & Door Repairs available 7 days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £5500 


FREE 32 inch 
Flat Screen TV 
or 

Playstation 3 

with every 
conservatory 
or house full of 
windows and doors 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
February come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


Our energy efficient 
windows and doors 
could save you up to 

£295.00 

off your fuel bills 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £5,000 


ABACUS 


PYC SPECIALISTS 


NOW 

APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

i 0791 808 48 80 


Brian fittlty 

DECORATORS 

Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


*Terms & Conditions apply * 


MORE 

ELECTRICALS 
NEXT PAGE 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

I All makes including 

HOTPOINT - CREDA - 
CANDY-HOOVER - 
ZANUSSI - INDESIT 

Freephone 

08000743388 


Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday 
8.30am - 5.30pm (1.00pm on Saturday) 






Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your ovn home 

Freephone 0800 2084518 

Barry 744117 
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OWGfl Electrical 


All Domestic Electrical Work 

• Extra Sockets/Lighting 

• Full/Partial Re-wires 

• Emergency Call outs 

• NICEIC Registered 

• Free Quotations 


07738 618420 
01446 711525 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


1" "I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


' Uni'dyjJ 


The C\Yi 


vr Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Tel 01446 792468 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


WINTER STORMS 

Fence down or damaged? 

Replacement posts, panels, boards and all timber 
fence components, available ex-stock from 

Forest Products Ltd 

Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, 
COWBRIDGE. Tel: 01446 773399 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm; Saturday 9am-12 noon. 


V Maintenance 

For your property & garden needs 

• Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 

• Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Power Washing • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 

• Internal & External Painting & Decorating 

• Garden Clearance • Fully Insured 
SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 


References available call Nathan 
01446 773935 or 07773 992704 


Green Future 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Patios, Shrub Planting and 
Pruning, Ground Maintenance, Weed Control, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 


NP 


GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 


ImmifTui 


vm 
n Service 


ving & patios 
onds & water features 
laintenance gardens 
• Tree felling 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


RIVERIER ImAmu ?«*, Umdm, 

Horticultural *■"*•*"" 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 


|p)Hu sqyam a 
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N.THOMAS 


LANDSCAPES 


• Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

FOR SALE: 

SEASONED FIREWOOD 
Tel: 01446 792248 
07717 296697 


rTh.flg 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


1 ij Complete Garden Services 


FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 



taQoIbQG 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * I 
* Treatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

info@floyds.uk.com 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 
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Gareth Jenkins (formerly of Shaw Services) 
V is now trading as... 

W 

• Boiler installations • Powerflushing specialist 

• Bathroom installations • Gas safety certificates 

• Valliant boiler specialist • Domestic plumbing 

• Annual boiler servicing • Free estimates 


Tel. 07929168006 - 07966 273839 


AVALE plumbing & 

h) HEATING SERVICES 


Services 

For all your 
Gas & Plumbing 
Solutions 

Competitive prices- 

0781 4394378 j^Rg 
01446 796263 302870 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 

gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 



The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (Office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY 


Guttering cleaned/replaced, 
UPVC Fascias & Soffits, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, 
Tiling, All General Home 
Improvements Undertaken 
Tel: 01446 736518 
or 07837 770792 




07507 

994905 

01446 

420979 


PLASTERING 

Specialist 


GUYFORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 



Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 




j P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING 


BATHROOM SUITES • COMBI BOILERS 
TILING • SERVICING • BREAKDOWNS 
TAPS & WASHERS • RADIATORS 


01446 790127 07719 605526 
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M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526125982 or 01446 753503® 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 



C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 
Telephone: 01446 790179 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Old Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 

★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 

★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


124 The Headlands, Barry 


ALL WORK INSURED 


COMPLETE INSTALLATION 

BATHROOMS 

KITCHENS 

TILEwalls&floors 

07974 572864 



DCPlummif 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

m ■ 
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9XM orrt 20) 09)9 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


DD ^ um ^ n 9 

Imlm, Services 

City & Guilds 
Qualified 

Tel. 01446 774607 
Mob. 07786160192 


Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local Family Business 


If you suspect you have a problem, 
call us for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 
and installation 

• CCTV surveys 01446 

• Blockages cleared ccnnQQ 

• Drain repairs Ot)UUyo 


Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY 

• CLEARANCE 
Best Prices 
Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 
Keeping Wales on the move 


The 

GEM 

for more 
information 
01446 
774484 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Si Ivey Roofing 

.. ■ 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 

www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 


www.welshrootmgci 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Wales for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145 * 01656 349056 • 01443 629043 


JMC Ry< 

Roofln 


'an A Son 
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uPVC Guttoring Fm %das 
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Attention 
all Service 
Providers 

For help with 
your advertising/ 
marketing - call 

We give you 
sound advice 
which is in your 
interest - 
putting our 
customers first. 



Why not call us 
on 01446 774484 
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Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.99 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Become an instructor from £325 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk certified 



Wall 2 Wall 

Bathroom Installations 


• Be-spoke Bathrooms 
•Wet Rooms 

• Economy & Family 

• Plumbing 

• Electrical 

• Carpentry 

• Plastering 

• Ceremic Wall and 
Floor Tiling 



For free quote or info call 
Office 01446 732456 
Mobile 07788594435 


•Affordable Prices www.waU2waUconstruction.co.uk 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 



WmESsl 




Aftl Scrap Metals 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 
CALL: Ol 446 701707 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 

All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


Sfrluslllr/ijs Vauaih 


Llantwit Major Post Office 
Counter Supervisor 
£7.38/hr • 23hrs/week. 

The supervisor will work alongside the office 
manager and deputize in any absences. 
Minimum of 2 years office experience required 
including full competence with post office systems. 

Please send CV and cover letter to Matthew 
Hunt, 19 Boverton Rd, Llantwit Major, CF61 1XZ 
Or email postoffice@filco.co.uk 


QUALIFIED NURSES min £14p/hr 
and CARE SUPPORT WORKERS 

min £7.00 p/hr 

Required for Nursing homes and Secure Units. 
Also 

DOMICILIARY CARE ASSISTANTS 

min £6.00p/hr 
Owner/drivers essential. 

NVQ Training available. Also carers with an 
understanding of the Islamic Religion. 

Tel. 029 20250611/20258300 

Enhanced CRB required. 


Part Time 
Delivery Person 

Wanted for busy 
pharmacy in Barry. 

Would suit retired person. 

Please send CVs to 
42 High Street, Barry 
CF62 7YP. 


barry-today.co.uk 


llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 



2 Bed Flat 

BARRY 
WEST END 

Sea views, parking. 
£500pcm, no DSS. 

Tel: 01792 138342 


Land & Stable 
To Rent 
Near Wick 

3 Stables & 9 acres 
Rent as whole or split. 
Price negotiable. 

07923 265727 
01656 895019 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

GJ&IGSivyer 

trading as 

Yale Contractors 
(Wales) Ltd 

of 

Unit 45, Tumulus Way, 
Llandow Trading Estate 

Cowbridge CF71 7PB 

is applying for 
licence to use: 

Unit 45, Tumulus Way, 
Llandow Trading Estate 

Cowbridge CF71 7PB 

as an operating centre 
for 2 goods vehicles. 
Owners or occupiers of land, 
including buildings near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
VOSA Operator Licensing 
Unit, Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehill Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of 
their representations to the 
applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representa¬ 
tions is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office. 

www.businesslink.gov.uk/transport 


Fur §MI© 


2002 

Honda 
Civic 1.4 

Taxed until the end of 
March. MOT mid-July, 
good condition. 

£2,000 
01446 749166 

6/7 

52 Ford 
Focus 1.6 

Zetec Auto 5-dr 

Blue, 29,000 miles, 
MOT 12 months, 

Tax 6 months, immacu¬ 
late condition. 

£3,625 ono 
01446 775142 ; 

56 Plate 

Citroen 

C4 HDi 

Excellent condition, sil¬ 
ver, 24k, economical, 
MOT, Taxed, new tyres, 
FSH, one owner. 

£6,995 

01446 774438„ 

Hyundai 

Getz 

GSi Auto 

54 Plate, Blue, 

1,800 miles, VGC. 

£3,500 
02920 512488 
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In Memory - Son 

Kevin Pool 

It’s 5 years on the 26th, Kev, 
since you left us so suddenly. 
Time may hide the sadness, 
like a smile can hide a tear. 
Memories last forever of a son 
we loved so dear. 

To us you were so special, 
what else is there to say 
except to wish with all our hearts 
that you were here today 
With all our love, God bless, xxx 

From Mum, Dad and all 
family in Portsmouth. 


Tribute to BRIAN LITTLE 

We have lost a very dear friend and 
neighbour in our close. Brian was the 
kindest and most generous man, one could 
ever wish to meet. His warmth and humour 
would always light up our day. He will be 
sadly missed. Fond memories. 

- Joy and Steve. 


Dr Gwyn Byron Morgan 

Anne, Jane and Catherine, wish to tha nk family, 
friends and neighbours for their support and k in dness 
during and after Gwyn’s Hlness, and for their generous 
donations to Marie Curie Cancer Care. 

Many thanks to Dr D McGovern and Cowbridge 
Health Centre, District and Marie Curie nurses, staff at 
Holme Tower Hospice, Bridgend and Felindre Hospitals 
for their kind care and attention. 

Grateful thanks also to the Reverends Hy wel Wyn 
Richards and Dr Vivian Jones, who officiated at the 
funeral, and Andrew Thomas, funeral director for 
carrying out the funeral arrangements. 


Donovan 

Lira (nee Thomas) 

Passed away in the presence of her family on 
February 16 at Llandough Hospital, Eira, 
devoted mum to Jane and loving sister to Reg, 
the late Cynthia and Sheila. A cherished 
Grandma to Anna, a loved aunty to all her 
nieces and nephews. Eira will be dearly missed 
by all her family and friends. Resting at Park 
Independent Funeral Directors, 7 Tynewydd 
Road, Barry, until her service at St Cadocs, Old 
Village Church, Cadoxton, Barry on Tuesday 
March 1 at 1.45pm, followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium. Immediate family 
flowers only please. All enquiries to Lyndsay J 
E lli s at Park Funeral on 01446 421212. 




W. A. Brown & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

A Pembroke House, |gs| 

College Street ; |§| 


Charity Commission - CSD-1161C 

CHARITY: Sir Thomas Mansel Franklen Trust 
REFERENCE: C-202260 

The Charity Commission proposes to make a scheme 
to amend the trusts of this charity. 

A copy of the draft Scheme can be seen at: 

Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Aberthin Road, Cowbridge, CF71 7EN 
Telephone - Mrs F Gandy, PA to the Headteacher: 
01446 772311 

or can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed 
envelope to Charity Commission Direct, PO Box 1227, 
Liverpool, L69 3UG, quoting the above reference 
or visiting our website at 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/schemesdefault.aspx 

Comments or representations can be made within one 
month from February 17th, 2011. 


BECKY LLOYD 

27 . 02.2011 
Happy 18th 
Birthday 

'Becky Boo’ 




Leona, Dean & 
Will welcome the 
safe arrival of 

Harry 

Jacob 

Lougher 

Thomas 

Born 31st January, 
2011. xxx 



Beautiful Mahogany 
Bedroom Furniture 

5ft Sleigh Bed, 

6 Drawer Dresser plus 
mirror, 1 Bedside 
Chest. Bargain - £500 
Walnut Veneer Writing 
Bureau - £150 
Tel. 01446 771832 
07838 620510 m 


Old Charm Dining 
Furniture 

Table & 8 Chairs, 
Court Cupboard, Wall 
Unit, Drinks Cabinet 
& Clock. Contact: 

07788 107393 
(Reasonable offers 
considered) m 


Marble 

Hearth + Back 
with Wood 
Surround 

£85 

01443 226922 


Quality Curtains 

4 Cream Based Floral 
6ft drop x 5ft 4” wide 
each. 

2 Gold Silk 7’4”x 10’ 
wide each curtain. 

All fully lined - £10 
per curtain 

Tel. 01446 413150 

(7/8) 


Whirlpool Washing 
Machine - £90. 
Crusader Tumbledrier 
£30. 

‘Beko’ Upright 8.5cu.ft. 
fridge freezer, Good 
condition - £90. 

01446 792073 

(7/8) 


Mens Blue Mountain 
Bike (Rigid framed) 
front disc brakes & 
shocks, 21 speed, 18” 
frame, 21’’wheels, 
immaculate condition 
£60. 

Mens Peugeot Racing 
Bike 23” frame, 25” 
wheels, 10 speed, 
Weinmann block 
brakes, VGC £60. 
Tel: 01446 401424 

(8) 


ADVERTISE HERE £10 

box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer sim¬ 
ply either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to 
“The Glamorgan Gem” at 
The Gem, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or telephone us with 
your wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must con¬ 
tain a residential land line 
telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items 
are sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 

Solid Wood Dining 
Room Table 

with 4 matching chairs, 
lovely condition - £120 ono. 

Two Bedside Lockers, 
wood, excellent condition - 
£25 each. 

Wooden Bed - £20 

Tel. 01446 733973 
07788 400593 m 


Pine 

Bunk Beds 

Includes mattress¬ 
es, adult size, can 
be used as two 
single beds. 

£75 ono 

Tel: 01446 792636 

(8) 


Stairlift 

In good condition 
£200. Briggs & 
Straton lawn 
mower, new boxed 
£150. Strimmer, 
new £100. 
Collapsable bed 
£ 100 . 

Tel: 01656 890489 

(8) 


Stairlift 

Brooks Acorn 
Slimline, VGC, 
including fitting guar¬ 
anteed by Brooks 
engineer. 
£1,000 

Tel: 01446 711739 

(8) 


BUYING 

ANEW 

CAR? 

Advertise your 
old one with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446774484 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


BARRY RFC ROUND-UP 


Fine away win for 
the Barry Seconds 


BARRY Second XV 
returned to form 
with a hard-fought 
victory away at 
Llanrumney to 
cement their place 
at the top of the 
table. 

With a threadbare 
squad to pick from once 
again, a make-shift pack 
faced the daunting task 
of facing the physicality 
of the home side, but 
they banished any such 
doubts with an industri¬ 
ous display, led by the 
veterans Julian 

McTavish and Lee 
Jones. 

Rhys Hardy, returning 
from a long lay-off to 
start at outside half, con¬ 
trolled the game 
superbly and was justly 
rewarded with a try of 
his own. 

The backline was fir¬ 
ing on all cylinders once 
the forwards set the plat¬ 
form, with Ben Taylor, 


in the unfamiliar role of 
centre, particularly out¬ 
standing. Ashley Adams 
and Richie Williams also 
crossed for the visitors. 

The trio of youth 
players called up as last 
minute replacements all 
performed admirably, 
and this was summed up 
by Adam Wheeler cross¬ 
ing for the fourth try to 


ensure the bonus point 
win. 

Adam Lee was 
immaculate with his 
boot, converting all four 
tries and adding three 
penalties to his tally of 
144 for the season. 

Final score: 

Llanrumney 12, Barry 
37. 


Taylor, D Williams, R. 
Williams, J Williams, 
Hardy, Houdey, 

Wakefield, Wheeler, 
McTavish ( captain ), 

Myers, Jones, Poole, J 
Evans. Subs: A Evans, 
Bergeron, Dix. 

Man-of-the-match: 
Ben Taylor. 


Team: Lee, Adams, KC 

Clubhouse topics 


BARRY Rugby Club would like 
to thank those individuals and 
businesses who kindly provided 
sponsorship for last weekend’s 
big race night at the club, which 
proved to be a great success, 
attended by some 80 people. 

Special thanks to Wayne and his 
band of angels for setting up and run¬ 
ning the evening together with Owain 
and Rhys, who organised the event on 
the players’ behalf. 

We must not forget the culinary 
skills of Ken Chow for his fine pork 


rolls (we won’t mention the chips). 

Finally, a big thank you to Carol 
and her staff who kept the bar ticking 
over despite the long day that they had 
been through. 

The annual patrons ’ dinner is being 
held at the clubhouse on Friday, 
March 4. 

If you have not booked your table 
yet, please contact John Williams on 
01446 733445, tickets are free to 
patrons and £20 for guests. 

Don’t forget the club will be open 
for this weekend’s internationals. 

ANDREW JAMIESON 


The Barry under-15s lose out 



Sully Sports 
hit Pro Copy 
for eight 


BARRY RFC 
under-15s played 
host to St Joseph’s 
of Newport in a 
friendly tour match 
on Sunday, 
February 20. 

St. Joseph’s scored 
the first try of the match 
followed by a conver¬ 
sion, but Barry fought 
back hard and Mitchell 
Scott dived through to 
score Barry’s first try, 
which was successfully 
converted by Sam Rees 
Davis. 

The first half finished 
at 7-7 with both teams 
equally matched. 

The second half 


proved to be a different 
story with some good 
moves and individual 
runs from Barry, but also 
with some bad tackling 
that allowed St Joseph’s 
to score five more tries. 

Barry fought back 
hard in the last quarter 
of the match, but to no 
avail. 

The final score was 
Barry 7, St Joseph’s 45. 

Barry under-15s 
would like to thank all 
the parents who turned 
out in the cold weather 
to support the team and 
their sponsors Williams 
PM Electrical Limited 
for their support for this 
season. 


SULLY entertained 
Pro Copy in this 
Division 2 clash 
hoping to avenge 
the earlier season 
defeat. 

Sully were able to 
field their strongest side, 
even with a couple of 
suspensions. 

The game started 
evenly with both sides 
looking to get the ball on 
the floor and play foot¬ 
ball. Sully took the lead 
when Liam Hobbs’ cross 
saw Mark Brown chal¬ 
lenge for a header. The 
ball fell kindly to Jaime 
Lamb, who made no 
mistake. 

With Sully a goal up, 
they took control of the 
game and it wasn’t long 
before Sully increased 
their lead. 

Wesley Lamb picked 
up the ball in the centre 
of the park, and drilled a 
shot into the bottom cor¬ 
ner from 20 yards. 

Sully were in total 
control at this point and 
more goals followed 
when a long range effort 
could only be spilled by 
the Pro Copy keeper for 
Daniel Reid to pounce 
and make the scoreline 
3-0. 

With the Sully 
defence of Joe McCann, 
Michael King, Nigel 
Underdown and Dafydd 


Brown dealing comfort¬ 
ably with the attacks of 
Pro Copy, it left the 
Sully midfield and strik¬ 
ers to go in search of 
more goals. 

A free kick was 
awarded on the edge of 
the Pro Copy area, 
which Spencer Lamb 
stepped up and bent into 
the comer to increase 
their lead to 4-0. 

Jaime Lamb added a 
fifth, followed shortly by 
the goal of the game by 
Wesley Lamb, who met 
a rebounded ball 25 
yards out to smash it 
into the top corner. 

The half was finished 
with a goal by Spencer 
Lamb, whose cross-cum- 
shot beat the keeper. 

Early changes were 
made in the second half, 
with Dafydd Brown for 
Adam, and Joe McCann 
for young Kieran Jones, 
who was making his 
debut. 

The eighth and final 
goal came when good 
link-up play between 
Liam Hobbs and Wesley 
Lamb saw a through ball 
to Jaime Lamb who was 
fouled in the area. The 
penalty saw Spencer 
complete his hat-trick. 

A great afternoon for 
Sully, who recorded 
their largest win of the 
season. 

JL 


TA 


If® ©aO© 


SUPERB CONDITION 



Fine quality hand-made 
GT Rackstraw mahogany 
break-front cabinet. 

4 upper, 4 lower cabinet doors and 4 drawers. 
Solid brass handles with laurel wreath droppers 
and brass escutcheons with working keys. 
Glass shelves for upper display area and 
mahogany shelves in lower cupboards. 

Ht 86”, W 81”, D 18”. GT Rackstraw were fine 
makers of this style of furniture. Fitted with dis¬ 
play lighting - sensible offers please. 

Tel: 01446 761168 Mob: 07833 336089 
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Squash teams aim to 
avoid relegation zones 


THE Cowbridge B 
Bar 44 and 
Cowbridge C 
Shampan squash 
teams came back 
with only 5 points 
and 8 points respec¬ 
tively from their 
travels to Barry 
Leisure A and 
Cardiff University 
B last week. 

The A team Bar 44 
also suffered a 2-3 
reverse entertaining 
Rhiwbina B (eventually 
amassing 8 team points). 

All teams currently 
occupy respectable mid¬ 
dle to upper league table 
positions but are all 
involved in very tight 
points totals divisions. A 
couple of bad results by 
any of the teams could 
see them in relegation 
country! 

The A team match 
versus Rhiwbina B again 
required the efforts of a B 
team player with Richard 
Ford stepping up to fill in 
at No 5 - however, he 
came up against some 
accomplished left-hand¬ 
ed racket skills to return 
a zip-three! 

Simon Payne made a 
slow start at No 4 (3-9, 
0-9) to put himself under 
severe match pressure 
but managed to compose 
himself to a more steady 
style to take the third 
game 9-4. 

He continued in this 
vein to go 6-3 up in the 
fourth before making a 
few unforced errors to 
wind up 6-9 and hence 
lose his match 1-3. 

Garfield Leask at No 


3, while in the rallies in 
very competitive games, 
drew a blank game score 
(7-9,7-9,5-9) - and so 
the team match was lost 
(and only 1 team point on 
the board!). 

Jon Bisson, returning 
to the league side at No 2 
following injury, and 
Nick Guard No 1 and 
skipper, set about restor¬ 
ing some respectability 
to the match score and 
this they did with great 
success winning 3-1 and 
3-0 to give a match result 
of 8-14 (including 
bonuses). 

Earlier in the week the 
Bs Bar 44 travelled to 
Barry Leis and took a bit 
of a pasting to lose 1-4 (5 
points to 18). Only Colin 
Baxter at No 4 and Chris 
Ranger (No 2) returned 
with any game points - 
Colin Baxter winning an 
epic three-twoer (10-9 in 
the fifth) and Chris 
Ranger putting up a stern 
resistance until the fifth 
game and despite having 
to contend with some dif¬ 
ficult match scoring 
decisions. Julian Jenkins 
(No 3), Chris Harris (No 
5) and Paul Reynish (No 
1) all struggled to get 
near game points - par¬ 
ticularly Paul Reynish, as 
Barry lined up a former 
Premiership player in 
Liam Corrigan for his 
night’s opposition! 

C team Shampan 
travelled to Cardiff to 
take on the lowly placed 
University B team at 
their Senghennydd Road 
courts with high hopes of 
a win. 

This would bolster 
their second placed 
league position but while 


Boxer meets 
a rising star 



Simeon Owen (left), professional boxer 
Nathan Cleverly and Byron Jones (on right). 


A YOUNG Llantwit 
Major boxer has 
recorded another 
good win, and had 
the chance to meet 
one of the top Welsh 
professional boxers. 

Simeon Owen the 
Llantwit Major ABC 
2009- 2010 novice light¬ 
weight champion, boxed 
in the Holland House, 
Cardiff, recently. His 
opponent was Byron 
Jones of St Joseph’s, 
Newport. 

He was watched dur¬ 
ing the bout by the rising 
star of Welsh profession¬ 
al boxing, Nathan 
Cleverly. 

The first round was 
even with Jones making 
Simeon back-pedal 
around the ring. 
However, Sim was scor¬ 
ing well with his counter 
punching. 


The Newport boxer 
came out in the second 
round, still intent on put¬ 
ting the Llantwit boxer 
on the back foot but 
Simeon was landing the 
better scoring shots. 

In the last round, Jones 
was tired after his efforts 
in round one and two, 
and Sim took the initia¬ 
tive. 

At end, the Llantwit 
boxer was launching 
two-handed attacks on 
the Newport man, and 
this gave Simeon the 
win. 

Simeon will be on the 
next Llantwit Major ABC 
show on April 28 in 
Llantwit Major Rugby 
Club. (First bell, 8. 
30pm). Tickets are avail¬ 
able from Vale Shoe 
Repair and Trophy 
Centre, Llantwit Major, 
and from Micky Dixon on 
01446710527. 


a firm foundation was set 
by Nos 5 and 4 - the 
fast-improving Ed Lowe 
and the evergreen Tony 
Steele - with 3-0 results, 
the higher order of the 
team could not come in 
with ‘the goods’. 

Dave Matthews (No 3) 
went down 1-3; Hugh 
Wallace (No 2) drew a 
blank 0-3 despite 8-10 
tie-breaks in the first and 
second games and Colin 
Giles 1-3 having blitzed 
the first game 9-1. Match 
result - a close 8-13. 

The week also saw 
the club compete in the 
South Wales Cup taking 
on a side from 
Llantrisant whose A team 
compete in South Wales 
Divsion One A (a 
league higher than 
Cowbridge A!) 

A highly respectable 
2-3 result was achieved 
with wins at 2 and 4 for 


Jon Bisson and Simon 
Payne while Nos 3 and 5 
Garfield Leask were 
edged out in five-setters 
both with fightbacks and 
chances. Nick Guard was 
convincingly taken out at 
No 1 for Llantrisant to 
make their way to the 
next round. 

This week sees no 
competitive matches take 
place for the club (coin¬ 
cides with school half- 
term) and gives a chance 
for players to take a 
break or use the court 
time for practice amongst 
themselves. 

All club details 
(including juniors sec¬ 
tion for ages 7-16) from 
Chairman Clive Prigg 
(01446 773729) or club 
captain 
russ.watts@btopen- 
world.com 

RUSS WATTS 


Under-8s good 
performance 


A RARE dry 
Sunday morning 
saw Barry RFC 
under-8s visit 
Cowbridge for 
what turned out to 
be an enjoyable, 
ferociously compet¬ 
itive session of tag 
rugby. 

Cowbridge fielded a 
strong squad again with 
the 23 players splitting 
into two teams, each 
playing 20 minute 
games. 

Game 1: 

Cowbridge under- 
8s 4, 

Barry under-8s 3 

AN aggressive defensive 
performance by Barry 
was more than matched 
by Cowbridge whose 
excellent passing 

sequences, committed 
support play and fero¬ 
cious tagging allowed 
loan Davies to open the 
scoring for Cowbridge. 

Some good efforts by 
all the team in defence 
and in contesting any 
loose possession allowed 
Jake Williams to cross 
the line twice before half 
time following some 
excellent passing 

sequences by the 
Cowbridge team. 

Barry scored a single 
try in the first half result¬ 
ing in a half time score 
of 3-1. 

Some strong physical 
and direct running by 
both teams in the second 
half saw Barry score first 
and come within one 
point of Cowbridge. 

An excellent passage 
of play by Cowbridge 
allowed Oliver Jarmaine 
to score keeping the 
game out of Barry’s 
reach. 

Barry scored a further 
try towards the end of 
match bringing a keenly 
fought contest to a close 
at 4 -3 in Cowbridge’s 
favour. 

Team: loan Davies, 
David Harris, Robbie 
Hawkins, Harri 

Howkins, Oliver 

Jarmaine, Aled Leitch, 
Charlie Locke, Iestyn 


Owen, Harry Whittaker, 
Dewi Williams, Jake 
Williams. 

Game 2: 

Cowbridge under- 
8s 6, 

Barry under-8s 9 

THE Barry team quickly 
put the Cowbridge team 
under pressure. 

After a barrage of 
attacking runs and tag¬ 
ging Barry went ahead 
by three without 
response by Cowbridge. 

A good sequence of 
passes allowed Iwan- 
Thomas Bartle to cross 
for Cowbridge’s first try, 
but his was to be 
Cowbridge’s last and 
only try of the first half, 
although with some 
committed defence and 
keenly competitive loose 
play they stemmed the 
flow of tries from Barry 
who had to work hard for 
the remaining two tries. 

This left Cowbridge 
adrift 1-5 at half time. 

Cowbridge scored 
quickly in the second 
half when Elis 
Greenwood crossed the 
line first closely fol¬ 
lowed by a James 
Gilvear try. 

Although still scoring 
themselves, Barry were 
finding it harder to 
breach the Cowbridge 
defence in the second 
half. 

Two tries by Ellis 
Howell brought 

Cowbridge to within two 
points of Barry. 

Despite completing 
his hat-trick and Ellis 
Howell crossing the line 
for his third try after an 
excellent team build up, 
the four-try advantage 
Barry took into the sec¬ 
ond half proved too big a 
hurdle to climb, and 
resulted in Barry win¬ 
ning by three tries. 

Team: Iwan-Thomas 
Bartle, Sam Coates, 
Catrin Evans, Ben 
Farrell, James Gilvear, 
Matthew Gilvear, Owen 
Godsall, Elis 

Greenwood, Harry 
Holtam, Ellis Howell, 
Morgan Isaacs, 

McKinley Parsons. 

KH 
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Sully Sports 
maintain top 
spot in one¬ 
sided affair 


WHITCHURCH 

0 

SULLY SPORTS 

33 


SULLY Sports travelled to Whitchurch, 
chasing a bonus point win to maintain top 
spot in the league - and came away with 
just that. 

The match started with the Sully forwards stamp¬ 
ing their authority in the game, in particular the set 
piece, where the Whitchurch scrum constantly buck¬ 
led under the force of the Sully pack. 

This continued despite the temporary loss of club 
stalwart Paul Miller, who went to the sin bin for 
some over-zealous rucking. 

Despite this, the Sully forwards displayed too 
much power and the first points came from No 8 
Scott Mills, touching down after a short pick up and 
drive from a scrum close to the home side’s line. 

It was one-way traffic from there on, as time and 
time again the visitors combined and went through 
several phases using the full width of the pitch, only 
to make an unforced error at the crucial moment 
with the opposition line at their mercy. 

However, Sully then started to settle as the half 
went on and as the error count started to drop. 
Another try came from winger Dave Stillman,who, 
having beaten his defender, went over in the corner. 

The home side held out until half-time but the 
writing was on the wall as Sully began the second 
half at a higher tempo. 

Stepping up a gear against a tiring opposition, 
Whitchurch could only live off scraps and kicked 
what possession they had away back to the now ram¬ 
pant visitors. 

The scores in the second half came in three suc¬ 
cessive converted tries, all the result of excellent 
passages of play between the forwards and backs, 

Imps work hard 
for their victory 


Cadoxton Imps 1 

Llantwit Major A 0 


LLANTWIT visit¬ 
ed for a top of the 
league clash with 
the Imps. 

Llantwit took control 
of the match early on, 
playing well controlled 
football in the middle of 
the park and creating 
chances. 

The Imps defence of 
Jacob Burgess, Tom 
Dyball and another man 
of the match perform¬ 
ance from Gage Waller 
battled hard to contain 
the Llantwit attacks as 
they found themselves 
camped in their own half 
for the first 20 minutes. 

The midfield were 
also forced to defend 
deep and showed true 
determination in keep¬ 
ing Llantwit at bay, with 
Ashley Cottle and Sam 
Becks putting in tireless 
shifts. 

The game then started 
to gradually open up as 
the Imps got a foothold 
,thus giving Ben Pearce, 
Kieran Ashton and 
Louis Burrows the 
chance to start pushing 
forward and link up with 
the forward line of Dan 
Morgan and Jordan 
Williams, who up to this 
point had seen very little 
of the ball. 

Then just as things 
were starting to settle 
the Imps suffered three 
major blows; firstly Sam 
Becks came out of a 
crunching tackle with a 
dead leg and only just 
made it to half time and 
Louis Burrows (knee) 


and Tom Dyball (back) 
had to be withdrawn 
with injuries, meaning 
two forced substitutions 
before half time. 

The second half was a 
much better affair with 
both teams going for the 
win, and the introduc¬ 
tion of Jo Robinson, 
Callum Harding, Kieran 
Thomas and the injured 
Izaak Farrag gave Imps 
extra options 

The last quarter of the 
game was end to end 
with both teams having 
good chances, and Sam 
Rees Davies yet again 
proved what a top quali¬ 
ty goalkeeper he is 
throughout the game 
with a number of great 
saves. 

The Imps took the 
lead with 10 minutes 
remaining, where fol¬ 
lowing an inswinging 
comer from Ben, there 
was a goalmouth scram¬ 
ble where the referee 
spotted an infringement 
from the Llantwit player 
and without hesitation 
pointed straight to the 
spot. 

Ben stepped up to 
take the penalty and 
without showing any 
pressure coolly slotted it 
away to give the Imps 
the advantage. 

During a frantic finale 
the Imps defended with 
great passion and com¬ 
mitment, managing to 
hold on and claim all 
three points and main¬ 
tain their unbeaten status 
for the season. 

JH 



Action from the game. 


with Sully using their direct strike mnners in full¬ 
back Lee Walters, who touched down twice, and 
centre Wayne Jones, scoring after breaking the ever- 
creaking Whitchurch defensive line to go under the 
posts. 

The bonus point win keeps Sully Sports on top 
spot with two games to go, but with their close rivals 
CIACs and Star matching their result, the race for 
the title is likely to come down to the final fixtures. 

Sully Sports now have a week off from the league 
as the Six Nations resume, but hold their annual 
Nigel Westall memorial match at South Road where 
they entertain neighbours Sully RFC in a warm-up 
to the Italy v Wales match; kick-off is 11.30am for a 
very good cause. 

The following week, it’s the penultimate league 
match where Sully Sports host a mouth-watering tie 
against Sea View, which is sure to be a cracker! 

Team: L Walters, D Stillman, W Jones, PMees (c), 
D Weston, M Phillips, M Mees, J Velda, J Newland, 
A Penberthby, M Angove, L Miller, J Di Tomaso, J 
Thomas, S Mills. 

Reps: I Yasin, D Stillman, R Franks, A Szuchnik, 
D Russell, I Paterson, M Stingl. JDT 


Jenner Park hosts 
annual track race 


THIS Sunday 
(February 27) sees 
the 25th running 
of the Barry 40 
miles track race at 
Jenner Park 
Stadium. 

This event was first 
held in 1986 on the 
original cinder track, 
and was won on the first 
two occasions by local 
athlete, Mick McGeoch, 
who has been the race 
director since its incep¬ 
tion. 

During its remarkable 
history, the event has 
seen a total of 57 world 
best performances set, 
and three winners of the 
Barry race have gone on 
to win global ultradis¬ 
tance titles. 

The standard of com¬ 
petition is expected to 
be every bit as competi¬ 
tive as previously, as 25 
of the toughest 
endurance athletes in the 
UK will be in Barry to 
contest the classic race. 
As ever, it will not only 
incorporate the Welsh 
Championships, but also 
will act as a trial for UK 
teams selected for inter¬ 
national competition in 
2011 . 

The athletes’ ages 
range from 31 to 77, 
and four of the competi¬ 
tors are ladies. 

The weather alone 
often has a bearing on 
the outcome. The win¬ 
ner from 2009 and 
2010, George Day antis, 
from Christchurch 
Runners in Hampshire, 
returns bidding for a hat 
trick, while the 2008 
winner, Colin Gell from 
Sale Harriers, 
Manchester, is also in 
the line-up. 

Others who have the 
potential to have a say 
in the overall outcome 
of the race include: 

Mike Feighan (Exeter 
Harriers), Paul 
Fernandez (Abingdon 
Amblers), Mike 
Robbins (Wrexham 


AAC), Alan Ryder 
(Ernie Valley Harriers), 
Mark Shepherd (Team 
Kennet) and Nigel 
Thompson (Lytham St 
Annes RRC). 

In the ladies event, 
Adela Salt (Trentham 
RC) is an outstanding 
favourite, but Adela 
could face a tough chal¬ 
lenge from the ever- 
improving Karen 
Rushton (South West 
Vets) who made her 
marathon debut at 
London last year with. 

These two ladies 
raced head to head over 
50 kilometres at 
Gloucester five weeks 
ago, with Adela the win¬ 
ner by just four minutes. 

Local athletes Jen 
Salter and Loretta Daley 
are certainly capable of 
providing an upset 
should Adela or Karen 
falter. 

Local interest will 
again centre on Gary 
Hyatt, who has an 
impressive record of 9 
finishes from 12 starts 
in the race. 

Last year he set new 
Welsh over-60 records 
at 30 miles, 50 kms and 
40 miles, and will no 
doubt be trying to 
improve on these. 

On April 17, Gary 
will contest his 30th 
consecutive London 
Marathon. 

As ever, Gary’s wife 
Pip, and daughters Kate 
and Sally, will be instru¬ 
mental in providing the 
catering to keep the 
army of volunteers well 
nourished throughout 
the day. 

However, the most 
inspiring sight of the 
race will be 77 year old 
Geoff Oliver competing 
over 40 miles yet again. 

This man is the epito¬ 
me of the indomitability 
of the human spirit - 
simply remarkable! 

The race starts at 
10am, and admission is 
free. 

MM 


Farmers’ golf society 
looks back on the year 



MEMBERS of the Glamorgan Farmers’ 
Golf Society held their annual presenta¬ 
tion evening recently at The Heronston 
Hotel, Bridgend. 

Captain Gino Cocco and his wife Audrey present¬ 
ed the prizes to those members who had been suc¬ 
cessful throughout the golfing year, and former pres¬ 
ident Gwyn Evans came forward to present the 
President’s Putter award to the society’s golfer of the 
year, Bryan Owen. 

Members are now looking forward to the new sea¬ 
son, which starts at Southerndown Golf Club when 
members will be competing for The Southerndown 
Cup, kindly sponsored by Mr Glyn Watts-Jones. 

TMcC 



Clive Thomas and Tim Jarvis. 



ABOVE: President Geraint Davies 
dancing with his daughter Amy. 



RIGHT: Captain Gino Cocco with his wife 
Audrey. 



ABOVE: Pam Harris with Liz Walker. 


Six-a-side leagues round-up 


SOME nice symmetry in the first week of 
the Bridgend six-a-side league, with reign¬ 
ing champs B Attack getting off to a solid 
start and beating Hangover Heroes 2-0, 
while the same score saw Day Sleepers 
beat The Pie Boys. 

There were two 1-0 wins in division one, but it 
was a Tom Howell-inspired Minter Phoenix outfit 
who really took the eye and beat Ogmore Valley 
Striders 3-0. 

Tudor Motors beat Llanfair Saints 7-5 to hang on 
to top spot in the Cardiff six-a-side league, but 
Penarth Panthers were the days most impressive vic¬ 
tors and humbled The Nutty Boys 10-0 as Scott 
Walker found his best form. 

Anyone who wants to join the six-a-side football 
leagues in South Wales can ring 0845 230 2340 or 
visit www.leisureleagues.net 



The Pie Boys. 
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League leaders 
come unstuck 
in spectactular 
fashion at home 


SUNDAY SAINTS FC 1 
LLANTWIT MAJOR LIONS 9 


SAINTS were 
soundly beaten by a 
new-look Lions side 
in a shocking result 
for the home side. 

League leaders Saints 
came into the game with 
a proud derby record, 
having never lost one, 
but Llantwit inflicted 
Saints’ biggest defeat of 
the season, their biggest 
ever at home and their 
first home defeat in 
nearly a year. 

Saints started the 
brighter of the two teams 
and dominated the open¬ 
ing 20 minutes with 
Mortimore, Lewis and 
Austin having efforts 
wide. But then a four- 


WITH Cadoxton 
Barry’s home pitch 
at Bryn-y-Don 
waterlogged, this 
Yale League First 
Division match was 
transferred to Sully, 
where a thick sea 
mist lent a ghostly 
atmosphere to the 
first half hour of the 
proceedings - half 
an hour during 
which a fairly even 
start slowly saw 
Sully taking the 
upper hand in the 
terratorial stakes. 

As the mist began to 
clear a clever scissor 
kick at goal from a Sully 
corner went only just 
wide before a defensive 
slip up in the Sully rear¬ 
guard saw Govier miss 
by a whisker. 

A quality cross from 
the left saw Bowsher go 
close for Sully. 

Playing down the hill 
in the second half, 
Cadoxton Barry were 
beginning to get the bet¬ 
ter of the exchanges as 
substitute Bickley tried 
to get things moving 
down the right flank - 
one of his crosses result¬ 
ing in a glancing header 
from Govier that went 
only just wide. 

Sully’s Sims then 
went into the book for a 
clumsy foul and Steel’s 
long range free kick 
grazed a post as it went 
out for a corner. 

Then Sully brought 
the best out of Harcus in 
the CB goal, as a fierce 
blast from Dodds was 
well held; then, at the 
other end a Craig 
Jonhson comer glanced 
off the Sully bar. 

Sully began to take 
the upper hand once 
more as the Barry-based 
side’s passing game 
became more and more 


minute period that 
shaped the game hap¬ 
pened. 

A poor clearance 
came to Owen Newton 
and his stunning long 
range drive flew into the 
top comer to open the 
scoring for Llantwit. 

Next, a misjudged 
header put the forward 
in but Richards raced 
from his goal to steer the 
striker wide and Lawson 
made the tackle. 
Unfortunately, the ball 
ricocheted off his boot 
and into the net to dou¬ 
ble the lead. 

Then Jack Lansdown 


inaccurate, and were it 
not for Clarke and 
Walsh, both of whom put 
in sterling performances 
at the back, Sully might 
well have run out win¬ 
ners by more than the 
solitary goal. 

Even so, it must have 
been disappointing for 
CB to conceed the win¬ 
ner in the dying minutes 
as Boyles poked the ball 
home off the post from 
close in following a 
goalmouth scramble that 
had followed a Sully 
comer. 

This was far from 
Cadoxton Barry 2nds’ 
best display of the sea¬ 
son and they will now 
have to work hard to stay 
in touch with new title 
favorites, Waterfront 
Wanderers - the 
Wanderers having beat¬ 
en Millwood 3-1 while 
the third title contender, 
Llantwit Major 2nds, 
suffered a surprise home 
defeat to Cowbridge 
Town. 

While Cadoxton 
Barry’s 1st team match 
at Llanbradach against 
Caerphilly was called off 
due to a waterlogged 
pitch, on a neighbouring 
pitch to the above match, 
Sully’s South Wales 
Senior League side was 
busy doing Cadoxton 
Barry a big favour by 
scoring six goals against 
Penydarren. 

Penydarren are one of 
the two sides below CB 
in the First Division, but 
prior to Sully’s victory 
their goal difference was 
superior to that of 
Cadoxton Barry. 

That has changed with 
the goal differences of 
the two sides now on a 
par, and CB can improve 
further on this situation 
it could prove vital in 
their battle to avoid rele¬ 
gation. 

NW 


broke the offside trap to 
race clear and calmly 
slot away and it was 
three, and Saints were 
gobsmacked! 

Saints were now chas¬ 
ing the game and never 
really found any fluidity 
and snapped at shots and 
misplaced passes as 
Llantwit grew in confi¬ 
dence. 

Saints had a goal 
chalked off for a ques¬ 
tionable offside when 
Mortimore had the ball 
in the net, but it was four 
before half time when 
Llantwit’s Gethin 

Jennings fired in after a 
neat move. 

Saints went in shell 
shocked and looked to 
rally, but that didn’t hap¬ 
pen. 

Llantwit kept playing 
the better football and 
made it five and six with 
goals from Ryan Evans. 

Saints pulled one 
back when Austin 
flicked the ball over for 
Mortimore to get onto 
and the league’s leading 
goalscorer calmly 
chipped former Saints 
keeper Matt Jackson. 

Saints pushed on for 
more consolation but 
this left gaps at the back 
and Llantwit exploited 
them. Lansdown and 
Rob Kemp made it 
seven and eight and 
Evans completed his 
hat-trick to round off the 
scoring. Saints keeper 
Richards also made a 
stunning triple save as 
he did his best to keep 
the score down. 

Saints were decimat¬ 
ed but remain league 
leaders and desperately 
need to put this behind 
them and push on and 
claim the league title. It 
was a huge off day for 
Saints, as they were 
completely outplayed by 
a resurgent Lion side 
who thoroughly 

deserved their win. 

Many thanks to 
Lafarge Cement 

(Aberthaw Works), The 
Kinsale Stone Company 
(Wales) Ltd for sponsor¬ 
ship of the team and to 
Roy and Cyndy at the 
Four Bells, St Athan for 
their continued support 
for the team. 

Saints FC: G 

Richards (A Casey on 
75mins), R Lewis, A 
Lawson, R West (R 
Collings on 78mins), G 
Morgans (T Roberts on 
25 mins), T Charles, J 
Austin, D Cleave, P 
Morgan, L Lewis, J 
Mortimore (captain). 
Subs: T Roberts, R 
Collings, TJ Bowring, A 
Casey. 

HD 


We welcome your 
sports reports - 
email 

gemeditorial@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 


Cadoxton Barry 
seconds’ ‘mist’ 
opportunity 

CADOXTON BARRY 2NDS 0~ 
SULLY 2NDS 1 


Dinas Powys 
unlucky in close 
away defeat 


Welsh League Division Two 


Cwmaman Institute 2 

Dinas Powys 1 


DINAS POWYS 
deserved to get 
something out of 
this game and if it 
wasn’t for home 
keeper Kurt 
Rodgers making at 
least three excel¬ 
lent saves they may 
have even collected 
all three points. 

Second place 
Cwmaman were grate¬ 
ful to their keeper as 
early as the second 
minute when he made a 
double save to prevent 
Dinas taking an early 
lead. 

A good pass out of 
the Dinas defence found 
Ricki Morgan and his 
low cross was met by 
Mark Dunford, but 
somehow Rodgers got 
something on the ball to 
push the ball away only 
to see another shot com¬ 
ing straight back at him 
and again he was equal 
to it. 

The home side soon 
got their neat passing 
game going and when 
Carl Jen ki ns found 
space on the left he 
made his way into the 
area before finishing 
with a low shot into the 
far corner of the net. 

Fifteen minutes into 
the half Dinas were 
grateful to their keeper 
Reece Ottley when he 
pulled off an excellent 
save to deny Seb 
Haggett. 

For Dinas, Gareth 
Tedstone’s diving head¬ 
er ran wide of the post 
before Cwmaman’s 
Connor Wickham also 
saw his effort run wide 
when well placed. Half- 
hour into the game 
Dinas almost levelled; 
the ball was won in 
midfield and played for¬ 
ward for Ollie Dalton, 
whose first-time twenty- 
five yard effort hit the 
bar with the keeper 
beaten. 

Dinas suffered a dou¬ 
ble blow five minutes 
before half-time when 
Gareth Tedstone limped 
off with Carl Huntley 
replacing him, and the 
home side adding to 
their lead through Ian 
Traynor, who chased a 
long ball out of defence 
reaching the ball just 
before the keeper, and 
rolling the ball into the 
net from twelve yards. 

Dinas almost hit back 
just on half-time when 
Jason Davies launched a 
free-kick into the area 
for Jon Carpentier to 
beat the defence with a 
far post header, only to 
see Rodgers making yet 
another excellent save 
to deny him. 

Fifteen minutes into 
the second-half Ollie 
Dalton was brought 
down twenty-five yards 
from goal and once 
again the home keeper 
did well to get finger¬ 
tips to Jason Davies’ 
free-kick conceding a 
corner. 


Dinas continued to 
have the better of the 
second-half with man¬ 
ager Mark Cahill bring¬ 
ing on two further sub¬ 
stitutes, Liam Jones and 
Will Penikett, to help 
their cause. 

Dinas were restrict¬ 
ing the home side, who 
were not as effective as 
they had been in the 
first-half, and when 
Ollie Dalton latched 
onto a through ball, his 
twenty-five yard effort 
sailed over the bar. 

They were not to be 
denied though, and ten 
minutes from time they 
got the goal they 
deserved with the two 
substitutes involved. 

Following good work 
in midfield, Liam Jones 
found Ricki Morgan on 
the right of the penalty 
area and his cross was 
met by Carl Huntley to 
head the ball wide of 
the keeper and inside 
the far post. 

Dinas kept pushing 
forward for the remain¬ 
der of the half and 
looked the more likely 
side to score, but the 
nearest they came was a 
Will Penikett header 
comfortably taken by 
the home keeper. 

This week Dinas play 
bottom club Llangenior 
and if they put in as 
much effort and com¬ 
mitment they should get 
something from that 
game. 

Squad: Reece Ottley, 
Rhodri Foote, Ben 
Dimond, Michael 
Hayward, Dave 
Penikett, Jon 
Carpentier, Ricki 
Morgan, Jason Davies, 
Gareth Tedstone, Mark 
Dunford, Ollie Dalton. 
Subs: Stephen Provis, 
Will Penikett, Liam 
Jones, Carl Huntley, 
Dave Burnett. 

Next game, Welsh 
League Division Two, 
Saturday, February 26, 
Llangeinor v Dinas 
Powys, kick off 2pm. 

For further news and 
fixtures see the club’s 
web site 

www. dinaspowysfc. co. u 
k. 

MW 


Cowbridge Town 
get their revenge 
with narrow win 


COWBRIDGE 
Town FC laid to 
rest the ghosts of an 
early season derby 
defeat by taking 
revenge on rivals 
Llantwit Major FC 
with a well 
deserved 1-0 win 
away at Wildmill 
Lane on Saturday. 

Winning the toss 
Town captain Craig 
Burrows chose to work 
against the disadvantage 
of the slope in the first 
half. 

It was obvious from 
the early exchanges that 
the Llantwit tactics were 
designed to suit the 
extreme camber, as the 
ball spent a lot of time in 
the air, perhaps in an 
attempt to bypass the 
superior Town midfield. 

Cowbridge refused to 
let their opponents affect 
their own standards, 
however, as they looked 
to get the ball down and 
play through an older 
Llantwit team who 
struggled to keep pace 
with a more fluid and 
dynamic passing game. 

Town’s classier 
approach almost bore 
fruit early on as Jack 
Gavin and David Davies 
both worked the chan¬ 
nels well to fashion out 
half chances for Craig 


Burrows and Lloyd 
Lewis respectively. 

Refusing to allow 
their opponents to drag 
them into a game of kick 
and rush, Cowbridge 
persisted against the ele¬ 
ments and finally got 
their rewards when strik¬ 
er Jack Gavin cleverly 
drifted left once again to 
deliver a fine cross to the 
feet of Dave Davies, 
who fired home from 
close range. 

Despite Town’s 
increasing ascendency, 
Llantwit were offered a 
lifeline back into the 
match after another 60- 
yard punt saw a Major 
striker find space behind 
the Cowbridge back 
four. 

An excellent tackle by 
young right back Joe 
Paley saw the ball 
diverted away from the 
striker’s feet at the last 
moment, but the referee 
awarded a spot kick to 
the protests of the Town 
11 . 

Justice was done 
however as the taker 
produced a poor penalty 
which was palmed away 
by stronghold guardian 
Wyndham Howells in 
the Town goal to the roar 
of the away support. 

Frustration inevitably 
followed from Llantwit, 
and their midfield tried 
to even out their techni¬ 


cal deficiencies with 
brute force, culminating 
in a knee-high challenge, 
which was dealt with 
swiftly and strongly by 
the referee, who pro¬ 
duced the red card with 
little hesitation. 

The depleted hosts 
should have made 
amends soon after how¬ 
ever, as the referee not 
only failed to spot the 
obvious push which sent 
centre back Matthew 
Little crashing onto the 
ball inside his own box, 
but decided to blow for 
handball and award 
another controversial 
spot kick. 

The alternative penal¬ 
ty taker proceeded to 
pump the ball high, wide 
and not very handsome¬ 
ly over the crossbar. 

As the Mitre Max dis¬ 
appeared from view, so 
did any chances of a 
comeback for the home 
team, and Town sur¬ 
vived the enduring long 
ball barrage and claimed 
a well deserved win over 
their bitter rivals. 

The result makes it 
four wins in consecutive 
matches for Town and 
their sights are now 
firmly set on another 
promotion season. 

MR 


Llantwit just pipped 
in derby encounter 


per a straight red card 


QUITE how waved play on. 

Llantwit lost this 
game remains a 
mystery, as once 

again the Major reward, due to a mixture 10 men as the home side 

couldn’t put away 


Llantwit were camped and an early shower, 
in the Town half and con- You would have 
tinued to create chance thought it was the visi- 
after chance without any tors who were down to 


their chances and 
were duly punished 
by stubborn oppo¬ 
nents. 

Llantwit started keen- 


of woeful finishing and dominated even more 
fortuitous goalkeeping. despite their burden. 

On the brink of half- How Llantwit did not 
time, the home team score from two Dom 
found themselves behind White corners which 
against the run of play, rolled across the goal line 
Yet another route one was mindboggling. 
ly and took the game to ball to the left winger, Llantwit’s lifeline 

the opposition. Despite w b 0 appeared to be at looked to have come in 
Llantwit’s sustained least two yards offside, stoppage time when they 
pressure, the home team saw bim square the ball were awarded another 
just couldn’t find the net, to the Town No 9, whose penalty. As White burst 
as White, Jennings, and finish crept into the goal into the penalty area, the 
Mawhinney all had good v ia the unfortunate Town player dived well 
chances to open the scor- S herer in the Major goal. " " ' ' " 

in §- _ The second half con- 

Cowbridge had a good tinued in the same man- 
shout for a penalty turned ner as the first, with it was their centreback 
down in their first mean- Llantwit on the attack and not their goalkeeper, 
ingful attack after 15 w hile trying not to get 
minutes, but the referee 


at his feet to save the ball 
and clutch it in his grasp; 
unfortunately for Town, 


Grafton took over from 


Scorpions’ 
sponsorship deal 


SOUTH Wales more specifically the 

Scorpions rugby matc h programme, that 

league club have | 1C knew . ab ° ut * e 

announced their b “ r e p,ons ln ,he first 

first ever front of p TWS is a family mn 
shirt sponsorship business that has been 
deal, and it’s all established for seven 
thanks to years, and Smithies, who 

Millennium Magic, attended the Scorpions' 
TWS Equipment 7 °- 6 pre-season friendly 
Services from Caerphilly win over Valley Cougars, 
will sponsor the has also been invited to 
Scorpions for a £8,000 a be on the board of direc- 
year in a three year deal tors, 
and their proprietor More information can 
Trevor Smithies says that be found at www.scorpi- 
it was only thanks to onsrl.com. 

Millennium Magic and IG 


caught out by the the departed Morris on 
Cowbridge aerial bom- penalty duties, and his 


bardment. 


blasted effort was still 


Again, the Major just rising as it sailed over the 
couldn’t take their crossbar. This was the 
numerous opportunities, last action of a hugely 
thanks largely to the frustrating game for 


excellent 

‘keeper. 


Cowbridge Llantwit. 

A mention must go to 


The home team were the visiting ‘keeper who 
awarded a penalty on the was a one-man brick wall 
hour mark after Tom to frustrate the home 
Mawhinney was felled team; Llantwit’s man of 
by the Town right back, the match was awarded 
Owen Morris, captaining to Joel Preece. 

. " A 

O 
P 
G 
J 


(captain), 
Grafton, J Thomas, 
Jennings, L Sime, 


the side in the absence of Llantwit team: 
Llantwit’s talisman Dan Sherer, J Preece, 
Major, stepped up, but Morris 
his weak effort was easi¬ 
ly saved. 

Morris took his frus- Hartley, T Mawhinney, D 
tration out on the White, S Phillips. Subs: L 
Cowbridge No 8’s thigh Jennings , R Grapes, T 
just a minute later, and Howies, L Vincent. 
the lusty challenge DC 

earned the stand-in skip- 
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J&J Motors... 


MAKING BRAND NEW MOTORING AND OWNERSHIP SIMPLE 




PUNTO Evo 1.4 8V GP 3-Door 


Drive away a 
brand new March 
11 plate Fiat 
Punto EVO GP 

ONLY £179 
Deposit & 

ONLY £179 
per month 



SUZUKI SWIFT 1.3 SZ3 3-Door 


Drive away a 
brand new March 
11 plate Suzuki 
Swift 1.3 SZ3 

ONLY £179 
Deposit & 

ONLY £179 
per month 



Punto Evo 1.4 8v GP 3-door 

On the road price £11,595 
Fiat deposit contribution £1,000 
Customer deposit £179 

Balance financed £10,416 
41 monthly payments £179 


Optional final payment (inc option fee) £3,871 
Final amount payable by customer £11,389 
Duration of contract 42 months 

Rate of interest (Fixed) £2.09% 

Representative 3.2% APR 


Suzuki Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-door 

On the road price £10,132.66 
J&J deposit contribution £1,637.66 
Customer deposit £179 

Balance financed £8,316 

41 monthly payments £179 


Final payment 
Total amount payable 
Duration of contract 
Rate of interest (Fixed) 


£324 
£11,269.66 
52 months 
£4.35% 


Representative 5.9% APR 



£179 &£179 


IT 

REALLY 
IS THAT 
SIMPLE! 


NEW 11 REG, NEW CARS 

GREAT LOW COST DEALS AT J & J MOTORS. 
YOUR LOCAL FIAT & SUZUKI DEALER, BIG ENOUGH 
TO DELIVER, SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE. 




Fiat Panda Suzuki Alto 


1.1 Active Eco 


from £6395 


SZ3 


from £6555 


Finance subject to status. Over 18 only. Prices shown are subject to a £65 administration fee. Details correct at time of going to press. 



J&J Motors Bridgend 

A4-8, Laleston, Bridgend CF32 OLY 

01656 657 84 


tyhofon 


www.jjmotors.co.uk 


)pen 7 days: Moodj 


Saturday ft JO - S.OOpm Sunday 10.00a 
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Nil advance payment* 



TOYOTA 




Use your 
Mobility 
allowance 


Breakdown 

Recovery 


Road tax and 
Insurance* 


Servicing and 
maintenance 


Mileage 

allowance 


Specialist 

Advice 



AYGO Blue 

- Bluetooth* 

- Air conditioning. 

YarisTR 1.33 

- 5 Star Euro NCAP 

- Air conditioning. 

AurisTR 

- 5 Star Euro NCAP 

- Dual zone climate controlled 
air conditioning. 


Everything H included for peace of mind. 


Motability 


unwwjnotatHHty.co.uli 



year 

TOYOTA 

WARRANTY 


Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 858347 
toyotauiorld.toyota.co.uk 


Toyota World Cardiff 

Hadfield Road, Cardiff. CF118AQ 
Tel: 02921157835 


Today 

Tomorrow 

Toyota 


idM Ulttf IK l JlWf ii Am to mAjMU tr*>e<Uj***.»« 

Aw i-jrtH tf [y<in< >»t Vc MH< 0#t* mtptt H c’xwy or> 5’. Ttl 1 t<U«fe*t n(«t t»tkt *ru* »«« S<fc«rw f>« Iftw Mn*«v • t m .- *«*'«*% ?•*"•»*• N attrwn »«fl 

erriune wldMicamo^nitociaaaro^uiyttiiUeitUrtuy fc««r F># Mruf^ftii^ertMULtJpakMVkrUN nwuiv UnMUIr.itonirM^ajcaeMtrodtN^iftta ■««(V< w«tr« cjoU 

br«wniciidBieip taM^pendk. 

AYODHurtOWf*4m«r^«IO»hrt*irufKonwrrpnopniUTrMnnpp<Y10Ck»i| UrS«n314CS.Mtttral>N>n?0 6<4(I) CcmNnfd614|eo> CO? tmiwlcm lOVl'*" 

AVOOBue IjOWT* MulliHodeOfYkjJ Fuel Ccmivrtpt«jn f ttRjrv* n rrpq (1/lOOkrrX Uthan Si.4<S.Sj ,£»£*« Oban 68.914 l|,Cur»tin»U bl 4(4.6) CDj Frrikvum lObyVm 
Yjfls TR 1.33 VvTT-i tuouJ OfTidri Fori Ccmar*Xton riyuifr-jn rrpg |b'100«ir>. UN^ 44 1 <*.4| E.t» i l> Ur.f L.4 <4 6|.Contioitl 543 fS.2X COj Entaior* 12&J/WTI 
Arm T*1 33 Wt-l Cmctjlfuri Consumption rqjtm m mpg O/lOOfcm) Urfcm 59.2 IT 4X t<Tta Urt>m 53 4 O.IX CcnT>lr*e 47 9<5 91.00? tnewions 1JflgiVn 










42 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 24th, 2011 


Barry tourist meets 
Grand Slam All Black 


WHILE on a two week tour of New 
Zealand, Barry resident John Viney met 
former All Black front row forward John 
Ashworth, who was part of the Grand 
Slam winning team in 1978. 

Ashworth was involved in the notorious incident 
of stamping on JPR Williams during a match with 
Bridgend, causing the Welsh player to require 30 
stitches! 

John, a local window cleaner who lives in 
Cadoxton, said: “I was in the wine region of Hawkes 
Bay and calling in on some open cellar doors, tast¬ 
ing the region’s choice wines when I chanced upon 
The Junction Vineyard, owned by John and his fam¬ 
ily. His wife Jo greeted me and it was while tasting 
that I noticed several All Black pictures on the wall. 
When she heard I was from Wales, Jo said: ‘My hus¬ 
band was an All Black and played against Wales’. 

“During the conversation, Jo mentioned the JPR 
incident, and at this point in walked the man him¬ 
self, still a fine figure of a man, tall and lean, and 
looking as if he could still handle the action. 

“John Ashworth told me: ‘I still coach a local 
team, but that’s as far as it goes.’ 

“I spoke to him about the forthcoming World Cup 
to be held in New Zealand. John said: ‘I will be 
watching it on the television drinking a glass of 
wine, I haven’t even taken up my quota of tickets.’” 

John Ashworth’s son, Leith, is an award winning 
wine maker who turns grapes from the windswept 
stony gravels of Central Hawkes Bay into intense, 
aromatic wines. 



www.^ w van hire. co. uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota,VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW CaravelesJransitTourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Book Online 
hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 




John Viney with John Ashworth. 



The range of wines reflects the former All Black’s 
passion, with names like ‘Side Step 
Gewurztraminer’, ‘Corner Post Sauvignon Blanc’, 
and ‘Front Row Pinot Noir’. John Viney added: 
“With a name like ‘Viney’ it’s not surprising I enjoy 
the product of the vine!” 

“As John Ashworth walked me back to my car, 
like a perfect gentleman, he posed for a picture and 
reflected on his time in Wales. 

“His own twisted teeth, shown when smiling, 
betray the fact that he did not always get his own 
way against the opposition in the scrum! 

“He also told me that one of the best nights in his 
career was when John To shack took a few of them 
out for the evening after a match. 

“It may have been more than thirty years ago, but 
both the JPR Williams incident and the Toshack 
evenings were part of Welsh memories for this All 
Black turned winemaker. 

“Meeting him and his family will be a lasting 
memory of my trip to New Zealand and the bottle of 
Chardonnay I bought at the winery went down a 
treat.” 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL 


by GWYN JOHN 


AFTER a couple of 
defeats in recent 
weeks, the under-16 
side restored some 
pride with a 7-0 
home victory over 
Sully Sports B on 
Saturday. 

Dafydd James Isaac 
led the way and notched 
a hat trick; Jordan Owen 
(2), Lloyd Meyrick and 
Ben Tregidon added the 
other goals. 

The under-15 A were 
involved in a top-of-the- 
table clash against 
Cadoxton Imps at Barry 
Sports Centre and lost 1- 
0 through a disputed 
penalty. 

It was a case of two 
decisions which went 
against the Major: the 
first came in the first half 
when the referee turned 
down Llantwit’s penalty 
claim and then late in the 
match, when he pointed 
to the spot to give 


Cadoxton the winner. 

Nevertheless, it was a 
good match, with both 
sides playing well and a 
single goal was always 
going to decide the final 
outcome. 

Josh Bradfield scored 
for the under-14 A side 
against Cowbridge; how¬ 
ever, the visitors were too 
good for the Llantwit 
lads and took the points 
with a 6-1 victory. 

The under-13 team are 
one step closer to win¬ 
ning the league title with 
a 4-0 home win over 
Cadoxton Imps. 

Will Perkins scored a 
well-taken hat trick, and 
Richard Stephens added 
the fourth in another 
good team display. 

Both under-12 teams 
and the under-14 A side 
had free dates; and the 
under-15 team were left 
without a match after 
Sully Sports A called off 
on Friday evening. 


| ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee | 

AMBER LANDS AGA 
LADIES OPEN RACE 


W^ack In 

Business , an 
MJ eleven-year- 
old bay gelding who 
used to be trained 
by Llancarfan’s 
Evan Williams, gave 
St Hilary farmer 
Ralph Thomas and 
Colin Shaw - who 
has a half share in 
the horse - plenty to 
smile about when 
landing the first 
division of the AGA 
Ladies Open Race 
at the North 
Hereford Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at 
Whitwick Manor, 
Newtown, last 
Saturday. 

Brilliantly ridden by 
twenty-year-old Amber 
Griffiths from 

Llangeinor, Back In 
Business, always in a 
handy position through¬ 
out the race, ran on 
strongly in the closing 
stages to beat the even 
money favourite 

Kilcasan by six lengths 
with the pacemaking 
High Five a further five 
lengths away in third 
place. 

Back In Business, a 
14-1 chance, is trained at 
Merthyr Mawr by 
Jonathan Tudor, who told 
me that he has had the 
horse since last 
November and that he is 
“a lovely horse to train.” 

A winner of three 
races under rules, includ¬ 
ing the Highland 
National at Perth, Back 
In Business was off the 
track for nearly two years 
and now that he is back 
in form, he should pick 
up a couple more ladies’ 
open races this season. 

In the second division 
of the ladies’ open race, 
Paul Miles’ Lady 
Myfanwy, who is quali¬ 
fied with the Ystrad Taf 
Fechan Hunt, could only 
finish fourth behind 
Kalmo Bay, a 25-1 out¬ 
sider ridden by Lorna 
Brooks. 

Amicelli finished sec¬ 
ond, and Desert Tommy, 
who won at Chepstow a 
couple of years ago for 
Evan Williams, took 
third spot. 

Lady Myfanwy was 
ridden by Sally Randall, 
who 24 hours earlier, had 
won the Grand Military 
Gold Cup for amateur 
riders at Sandown Park 
on 14-1 chance 


Surenaga, a horse she 
trains herself. 

Sally became the first 
female rider to win this 
race a couple of years 
ago, and remains the only 
woman to have won this 
long established race. 

King Of Rohan, owned 
by three local enthusiasts 
who have a successful 
horse in training with 
Evan Williams called 
The Snail, saw their very 
promising seven-year- 
old win division two of 
the open maiden under 
John Mathias. 

In the Club Members 
Maiden Mares race, 
Dance Hall Diva from 
the Ystrad Taf Fechan 
Hunt finished third 
behind River Beauty and 
Riverside Bay and this 
nine-year-old bay mare, 
who was ridden by Jodie 
Hughes, and who is 
trained by Luke Price, 
should be capable of 
picking up a race before 
the season ends. 

Two others to keep an 
eye out for are Findlay’s 
Find and Shake The 
Bottle. 

Our Island 
hat-trick 

OUR ISLAND, a six- 
year-old bay gelding 
trained by Aberthin’s 
Tim Vaughan, won for 
the third time in a row 
when landing the 
Totesport Novices 
Handicap Hurdle at 
Newbury last Friday. 

Confidently ridden by 
Richard Johnson, the 5-1 
chance could now run at 
the Cheltenham Festival 
meeting according to his 
astute trainer. 

Debbie Hamer, who 
hails from the Bridgend 
area, but who now trains 
in Carmarthen, had a 
welcome winner when 
her German-bred 

Brilliant won the selling 
handicap hurdle at 
Fakenham under 

Aodhagan Conlon. 

Rhys is 
nominated for 
21st Lesters 

RHYS FLINT from 
Kenfig Hill has been 
nominated for the con¬ 
ditional jockey of the 
year award. 

The former point-to- 
point rider who was 
tipped by the legendary 
AP McCoy as a rider 
who was heading for the 
top, is a worthy no mi nee 
for the 21st Lesters - 
horse racing’s own 
‘Oscars’. 

The glittering awards 


ceremony celebrating the 
achievements of jockeys 
from Britain and over¬ 
seas during 2010 will 
take place at the Hilton 
Birmingham Metropole 
on Thursday, April 21 in 
front of a host of sporting 
stars and celebrities. 

Champion jump jock¬ 
ey and BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year 
AP McCoy could add 
three more ‘Lesters’ to 
his current haul of 16 
after being nominated for 
‘Jump Ride of the Year’ 
on Don’t Push It in the 
John Smith’s Grand 
National, as well as 
‘Jump Jockey of the 
Year’ and ‘Jump Jockey 
Special Recognition’. 

2010 flat racing cham¬ 
pion jockey Paul 
Hanagan could pick up 
his third Lester, after 
nominations for ‘Flat 
Jockey of the Year’, ‘Flat 
Jockey Special 

Recognition’ and ‘Flat 
Ride of the Year’ on 
Opening Nite in the John 
Smith’s Handicap at Ayr. 

The 21st Lesters is to 
be hosted by Luke 
Harvey and Jason 
Weaver and tickets are on 
sale from the PJA’s web- 
s i t e 
(www.thepja.co.uk/lester 
s) or from the association 
on 01635 44102. 

The evening begins at 
7pm with a champagne 
reception followed by a 
three-course dinner at 
7.30pm. 

Evan lands 
first double 

EVAN DAVID (18), 
who is attached to Tim 
Vaughan’s Aberthin 
yard, had a day to 
remember when he 
chalked up his first ever 
double at the Vale of 
Clettwr Hunt 

Steeplechases at 

Lydstep. 

Evan, from Llanharan, 
won the men’s open race 
on eight-year-old Dead 
Or Alive and in the con¬ 
fined race on Liberty 
Rock. 

Dead Or Alive, trained 
by Tim’s wife Abbi, won 
by five lengths from 


Balearic Star, who was 
putting in his best work 
during the closing stages 
of the race. 

However, Dead Or 
Alive’s task was made 
easier when the front 
running Grand Bleu, 
partnered by Welsh 
champion John Mathias, 
came down five fences 
from the finish. 

The second leg of 
Evan’s double came in 
the confined race when 
12-year-old Liberty Rock 
made every post a win¬ 
ning one to score from 
six-year-old Moonlight 
Music. 

Liberty Rock, a four- 
times winner in France, 
is owned by Mark 
Gichero and trained by 
his partner Sam Butler at 
Kenfig near Bridgend. 

The ladies open race 
was won by Naughty By 
Nature who, under Jodie 
Hughes, led her five 
rivals a merry dance to 
win by five lengths from 
Kisha King. 

Backstreet Lad, a 
reject of Evan Williams’s 
Lancarfan yard, gave 
loan Thomas (29) his 
first winner in his first- 
ever ride at a point-to- 
point, when coming 
home a distance ahead of 
sole rival Treasury 
Counsel. 

Welsh champion rider 
John Mathias won the 
restricted on Pathian 
Price and Dave Mansell 
was seen at his best when 
winning on Lady Darcy 
(club members’ mares 
maiden) and Lord 
Brownlow (second divi¬ 
sion open maiden). Both 
horses came from last to 
first to win their respec¬ 
tive races. 

Rae Jones’s Up There, 
who is qualified with the 
Pentyrch Hunt, notched 
up his second win of the 
season when landing the 
mixed open race at the 
Vine and Craven Point- 
To-Point Steeplechases. 

Up There is trained by 
Nicki Sheppard and was 
ridden by James Ridley. 


Uondow Metals 

RADIO 

DECODING 

( WFSZSdi 1 

1 • For all your car parts 

1 • We take non ferous metals 1 
1 • Best prices on Tyres 

l ) 

WHILE YOU WAIT 
Ring Gareth on: 

01443 222936 

Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 



•P- 


For all your minor paintwork repairs 

Professional quality • Cost-effective & convenient 
Lifetime guarantee • Mobile • Same day service 

Services include: 

Bumper scuffs • Paintwork scratches • Minor dents 
Alloy wheels • Small accidental damage 

Vale of Glamorgan and West Cardiff 

ChipsAway Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 

or visit www.chipsawav.co.uk 
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7KE NEW 1t->UTE ORDER NOW 


•NEWjVnATE 

£149 99 

• . 3-0O0B . X 36 M0N1HLY RENTALS 


>; NEW 11 ^PiATE' advance rental 

RENAULT CLW) MM 

WZU12 16V t 100.99 

5-OOOR x 36 MONTHLY RENTALS 


£179*" ADVANCE RENTAL 


NEW 11-PLATE 
; v RENAULT CLIO 
OYNAMIQUE TOM-TOM 
i Y V E’- 3 OR 5-DOOR 


x 42 MONTHLY RENTALS 


BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY AT 

renaultretail.co.uk/11 plate 


RENAULT 

RENAULT CARDIFF 029 2148 0098 

r 

RETAIL 

G 

295 Penarttt Road. Cardiff CF11 8UU 


1 1 IWV 

1 

www.renaultretail.co.uk/11 plate 

KLMALLI 
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FRF BRIDGEND 


CHEVROLET 


CHEVROLET 



07 Matii 1 OSE 5dr 

CO. Elec Pack 


SALE PRICE 

£3999 


08 M«tu 10SE Sdr 

Ar Con. CO 


10 Spark LSSdr 

£4499 ArCoaCO 


SALE PRICE 

£6495 


SALE PRICE 


10 Captive 2.0 COT1 riCOQO 

7 Seats. Altovs. Air Con. CO L I DjJJ 





10 Spark 10 LS 5dr 

CO. Alkoyt 


SALE PRICE 

£6999 


60 Spark 12 IT Mr 

A* Con Alovs. CO 


S *OOfl!e 10 Criizo 70VCD.IT 60 Spark 1 0* Mr 


£8395 


Ar Coa CO. Cmlse Control 


£11995 Z 


Con CO 


SALE PRICE 

£6995 


FRF Chevrolet Bridgend 


www.frfmotorgroup.co.uk Sale Hotline 01656 644 737 

Western Avenue. Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend Tel: 01656 647 647 


CHEVROLET 


00 


VAUXHALL 

LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 


on USED 

CARS! 


from 


3 . 99 % 

FINANCE 


Finance example: Cost price 
£10,999. NIL Deposit, total charges 
£2,499. 60 monthly repayments of 
£219.89. (Document and purchase 
fees apply). Total amount payable 
£13,498. Subject to status and terms 
of agreement. Written quotations are 
available on request. Terms and 
conditions: All RFL are 6 months. 
Amount of fuel given free this 
weekend is £20 total with each offer. 
Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


8.91 

TYPICAL 

APR 


M PLATE VAUXHALL ASTRA 

[Vt 6 ACTIVE 50R 

•at (in 
•iro. 
•a> 



06 PLATE FORD FOCUS 

1.6 TITANIUM 5-DR 



£5799 


10 pun VAUXHALL C 0 RSA 

3DR A SDR 

57 PLATE SUZUKI SWIFT 

^GL 1.2 3-DR 

\ f\ .U CD 

A -J | • AIR CON 

06 PLATE VAUXHALL ASTRA 

^^^^1.6 BREEZE 5-DR 

• CD 
•AIR CON 

-low miles 

57 PLATE VAUXHALL C0RSA 

^ 1.0 LIFE 3-DR 

Ymvrf • CD 


• ELEC PACK 
• LOW INSURANCE 

£5799 1 

• ELEC PACK 
• LOW INSURANCE 

£5499 

• AIR CON 

£5799“ 

57-10 PLATE VAUXHALL 
MERIVA 

• AIR CON 

• LEATHER 

• PI pr; PAPK 

07 PLATE VAUXHALL ASTRA 

1.6 SXI 5-DR 

• ALLOYS 
-AIR CON 
• ELEC PACK 

56 PLATE VAUXHALL C0RSA 

1.2 SXI PLUS 

. ‘ • CD 

jl _ • LEATHER 

• AIR CON 

08 PLATE MITSUBISHI 

1.2 C23 5-DR 

" -AIR CON 

• ALLOYS 

ft #CD 

LLLL/ 1 nw l\ 

,rom £5499 

* ~_ j 

£6999 

£4299 

£6299 


PROBLEM WITH FINANCE? CALL NOW! 


C O C n — - *1 mm ^ J Western Avenue. Bridgend Ind Est To view .ill our uu«i 

►" | I n fl Q || offers visit our website 

■ l\l Wl lU^^IIU Bridgend www.frfvauxhall.co.uk 

www.frfvauxhaU.com Sale Hotline 01656 647647 sat navusers CF313RT 


(ti 

* j 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ. Est.1979 


Y* 


IIIIIIN 


r 07 07 BMW 520d SE 2.0Ltd 4-Dr Saloon. In 1 

Monaco blue with black leather interior, 17” 
alloy wheels, automatic air con, cruise con¬ 
trol, traction control system, only 55,400 
miles.£12,995 ^ 


58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-drl 
Sports Hatch. In technical grey with [ 
charcoal alpha cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy I 
wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only I 
26,850 miles.£9,995 


05 55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr W 08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr\i 

Convertible. In French blue with ebony black I Hatchback. In tango red with anthracite interi- 

leather interior, air con, cd, quick clear front ■ 0 r, quick clear screen, air con, CD, aux input, I 

screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 | a H 0y w h ee | Si only 10,700 miles.£6,995 ^ 

04 54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

03 53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black leather interior, air 

con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, only 46,400 miles.£4,495 

03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

89 G BMW 3 Series 320i 2.0 2-dr Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, headlamp cleaning sys¬ 
tem, M-Technic steering wheel, wood effect trim, electric windows, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 
68,140 miles.£4,995 

09 59 FORD Fiesta 1.25 (60ps) Style 5-dr Hatchback. In moondust silver with blue Syracuse interior, 

radio CD with aux input, power steering, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, one owner, only 3,360 

miles.£7,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 75 Verve 5-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with black interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

body coloured bumpers, front fog lights, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

09 58 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi (140) Zetec 5-dr Hatchback in stardust silver with ebony interior, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, traction control system, air con, quick clear screen, cruise control, only 31,910 miles I 

.£12,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr Hatchback. In tango red with anthracite interior, quick clear 

screen, air con, CD, aux input, alloy wheels, only 10,700 miles.£6,995 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 16v SRi 5-dr MPV. In silver lightning with Silver Alpha Charcoal interior, air 

con, traction control system, alloy wheels, only 52.000 miles.£7,495 

07 57 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 16v Breeze 5-dr MPV. In Black sapphire with charcoal interior, reversing 

sensors, CD, air con, privacy glass, only 23,580 miles.£6,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 1.6 Special Edition 3-dr Hatchback. In black with charcoal interior, CD, front fogs, climate 

control, alloy wheels, one owner only 60,300 miles.£6,995 

05 54 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6i Desire 2 5-dr MPV. In storm grey with black interior, air con, CD, front 

fog lights, electric front windows, service history, one owner, only 38,000 miles.£4,295 

04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4 Twist 3-dr Hatchback in indigo blue with anthracite interior, air con, elec¬ 
tric heated mirrors, electric windows, service history, one owner, only 22,480 miles.£4,495 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In mighty blue with grey interior, air con, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, front electric windows, ISOFIX, only 26,560 miles.£3,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 58 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0SE+ 5-dr Hatchback. In poly silver with blue/black interior, air con, central 

locking, CD, colour coded bumpers, power steering, only 26,750 miles.£3,995 

08 08 MAZDA 2 1.3 TS 3-dr Hatchback, in icy blue with charcoal black interior, electric mirrors, front elec¬ 
tric windows, power steering, CD, service history, only 29,800 miles.£6,795 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, CD, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,495 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In tonic blue with Tungsten Denim blue interior, 

alloy wheels, air con, electric front windows, power steering, only 46,000 miles.£4,995 

06 56 FIAT Panda 1.2 Dynamic 5-dr Hatchback Dualogic. In guacamole green with yellow interior, 

immobiliser, climate control, body coloured bumpers, power steering, service history, only 30,090 

miles.£4,495 

06 56 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 Atlantic 3-dr hatchback. In sky blue with dark grey interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, body coloured bumpers, alarm, 27,820 miles.£4,450 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, CD, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 


07 LANDROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-dr Station Wagon Automatic. In Stornaway 
grey with black leather interior, climate control, cruise control, privacy glass heated front screen, only 

29,500 miles.£31,995 

07 KIA Sorento 2.5 CRDi XE Automatic 5-dr Station Wagon in quartz grey/purple with grey interior, 

air con, CD, roof rails, four wheel drive, service history, only 36,500 miles.£12,995 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

53 SUZUKI Jimny 1.2 02 Edition 3Dr Soft Top Convertible. In black with anthracite interior, CD, elec¬ 
tric windows, alloy wheels, only 36,700 miles.£4,995 

02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8 T (225) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles.£9,995 

07 MERCEDES BENZ CLK 1.8 CLK200 Kompressor Sport Cabriolet Automatic. In Tellurium silver 
with black leather interior, electric seats with memory, parktronic system, 18” AMG alloy wheels, cruise 

control, only 36,760 miles.£21,995 

07 BMW 520d SE 2.0Ltd 4-Dr Saloon. In Monaco blue with black leather interior, 17” alloy wheels, 
automatic air con, cruise control, traction control system, only 55,400 miles.£12,995 

55 BMW 2.0 TD 320 DSE 4-dr Saloon. In sparkling graphite grey, cloth interior, air con, rear parking 

aid, cd, traction control system, only 54,810 miles.£10,495 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 
climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-dr Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige leather 

interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles.£POA 

52 BMW 7 Series 745i 4.4 saloon automatic. In titanium silver with black leather interior, rear parking 

sensors, multi cd, electric memory seats, alloy wheeels, one owner, only 70,360 miles.£8,495 

52 MERCEDES Benz CLK 2.6 240 Avantgarde 2-dr Coupe. In Tanzanite blue with alpaca grey 
leather interior, luxury climate control, Parktronic sensors, cruise control, service history, only 73,400 

miles.£7,495 

02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 
interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles.£4,995 

Y MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C200 Kompressor Elegance 4-dr Saloon in brilliant silver with orion 
grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, one owner, full service history, only 67,000 miles...£4,995 


SPORTS 


06 BMW 3.0 TD MSport Automatic 4-dr Saloon in met black with beige leather in terior, electric fold¬ 
ing mirrors, automatic air con, MV-2 alloy wheels, traction control system, only 58,900 miles...£15,995 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with charcoal alpha 

cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, only 26,850 miles.£9,995 

09 SUZUKI Swift 1.6 VVT Sport 3-dr hatchback. In supreme red with black/red interior, air con, 17” 
alloy wheels, traction control system, body coloured bumpers, one owner, service history, only 16,500 

miles.£8,250 

09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles.£11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£9,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 16v (150ps) SRi 5-dr Hatchback. In silver lightning with charcoal inte¬ 
rior, air con, immobiliser, front fog lights, alloy wheels, only 63,000 miles.£6,795 

05 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 T Fsi (200ps) GTi 5-dr Hatchback in tornado red with anthracite Vienna 
leather interior, parking sensors, heated front seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, onl 67,600 

miles.£9,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2-dr Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magnolia leather 

interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 mis.£6,995 

55 PEUGEOT 206 1.6 HDi 110 Sport 5-dr hatchback in flamenco red with black Merlin interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, body coloured bumpers, only 50,600 miles.£4,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 
chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£6,995 


FAMILY 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

bl4M6 7®0$1 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 








































































46 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, February 24th, 2011 



02 PORSCHE 911 
Carrera 4S Tiptronic 



In silver w/black leather, 65,000 
miles just serviced Porsche 
Cardiff £22,995 



In cool blue with full leather 
trim, 50,000 miles, host of 
extras £6,995 



In met red, 33,000 miles, 
fantastic value at 

£3,995 


04 BMW X3 Sport 



In gunmetal grey, air con, 
abs, multiple airbags, alloy 
wheels, parking sensors, 
Leather upholstery, pas. 

£9,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


57 MERCEDES E320 CDi Sport Estate Auto. In silver with black leather, 22,000 miles.£23,995 

02 PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £22,995 

08 AUDI TT 2.0 FSi Auto Convertible. In white, 11,000 miles, 1 owner.£21,995 

04 JAGUAR XK8 convertible. In racing greeen with cream leather, 37,000 miles, host of extras.£17,995 

57 MAZDA MX5 2.0 Sports. In met blue with black leather heated seats, 12,000 miles, 1 owner.£11,995 

07 FORD S-Max 2.0TDCi Zetec. In silver, 61,000 miles, one owner, diesel 7 seater.£11,995 

56 BMW 520 Diesel SE. In black, 69,000 miles, 1 owner, a/c, alloys, etc.£11,995 

04 MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

08 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel SRi Auto. In silver, 39,000 miles.£8,995 

54 BMW 318Ci Sport convertible. In red, 72,000 miles, fantastic value at.£8,995 

05 HONDA Civic 2.0 Type R. In black, 53,000 miles with air con, drives superb.£7,995 

52 AUDI TT Roadster ‘225’ In red with leather trim, 81,000 miles with Zenons, Bose multi CD etc.£7,995 

07 FORD C-Max 2.0 Zetec Auto (New model). In met blue, low mileage example in excellent condition. . . . £6,995 

06 VW Beetle 2.0. In met blue, 49,000 miles with a/c etc.£6,995 

54 MINI One Convertible. In cool blue with full leather trim, 50,000 miles, host of extras.£6,995 

02 MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 TD Equippe 5-dr in silver, ideal diesel 4x4, 7 seater.£6,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

06 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

03 MERCEDES C220Di Avant Garde SE Auto in black, 78,000 miles, diesel economy at.£5,995 

54 TOYOTA RAV4 2.0VVTi XT3. In silver, 89,000 miles, 2 owners with leather trim.£5,995 

05 PEUGEOT 307 Convertible In met. grey, low mileage example at.£5,695 

02 MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

03 BMW 316i SE. In steel blue, low mileage, local car at.£4,695 

53 PEUGEOT 206cc 1.6 Convertible. In silver, 31,000 mile example with full leather, a/c etc.£4,495 

06 CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.4 Classic. In met grey, 41,000 mile American classic.£3,995 

53 SUBARU Impreza 2.0 GX Sport AWD Automatic. In met blue, 45,000 miles, superb value.£3,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


07 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 T Spirit. Leather, air con, etc, gunmetal grey met.£7,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

59 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr Auto. In silver, 10,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

03 VW Beetle 2.0 convertible. In ice blue, 52,000 miles, stylish 4 seater.£6,995 

56 TOYOTA Avensis T3S 2.0-4D 5-dr. In sea mist silver, 73,000 mile diesel hatch at.£6,495 

07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamic Auto In met-burgundy, superb example with only 25,000 miles .£5,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr. In met graphite, 21,000 miles with air con.£5,695 

54 FORD Focus 2.0TDCi Titanium 3-Dr. In electric blue, 73,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£5,495 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 Diesel Active. In met blue, 42,000 miles, low insurance + road tax.£5,295 

58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In met blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

05 FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium 5-Dr. In black, 60,000 miles.£4,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 T3-S 5-dr. In met blue, 73,000 miles.£4,995 

06 CITROEN Picasso 2.0 Desire Auto. Blue, low mileage, very desirable car, 38,867 miles.£4,795 

56 SMART Four Two 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. In silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c .. £4,695 

06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,495 

05 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi SX 5-dr. In light met blue, 67,000 miles, diesel economy at.£4,495 

05 SMART FourTwo 700, convertible. In silver, 23,000 miles, auto, a/c, etc.£4,495 

06 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 CDX 5-dr. In black, 28,000 miles, superb example at.£4,295 

56 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Authentique 5-dr. In met silver, 24,000 miles, economical family hatch.£4,295 

07 PEUGEOT 1007 1.4 ‘Deice’. In met bronze, 29,000 miles, electric sliding doors etc.£3,995 

06 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr. In electric blue, 61,000 miles with a/c, cd, alloys.£3,995 

55 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life 5-dr Auto. In met red, 33,000 miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

04 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-dr. 78,000 miles with full leather trim.£3,995 

07 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE. In silver, low mileage example with low running costs.£3,695 

05 ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys. . . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

51 VW Beetle 1.6. In electric blue, 78,000 miles with cd etc.£3,495 

54 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Authentique 5-dr. In met blue, 72,000 miles, 1 private owner with air con.£2,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2SXi. Met green, a/c, elec windows, very attractive car.£2,995 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamic 3-dr. In black, 68,000 miles, alloys, sunroof.£2,995 

91 VW Golf 1.8 Clipper convertible. In white with navy soft top, owned by VW enthusiast.£2,495 

52 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8LS 5-dr. In silver, 83,000 miles, large family hatch. REDUCED BY £200 TO £1,995 

51 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 5-dr. In met blue, 86,000 miles with alloys.£1,995 


04 MERCEDES CLK 240 
Convertible Auto 



In black with black leather 
trim, 66,000 miles, 
upgraded alloys. £11,995 


58 CHEVROLET Lacetti 
1.6 SXi Estate Auto 



In met blue, 9,000 miles, 
under manufacturers 
warranty. £4,995 


07 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Dynamic Auto 



In met burgundy, superb 
example with only 25,000 miles 

£5,995 


56 MITSUBISHI Lancer 
1.6 Elegance Automatic 



In met blue with 
black leather, 37,000 miles 

£4,995 


Br ° a B d ar S r , y reet ' 01446 722600 S9 0 

(Next to Barry train Station) W ■ * A A WWW WARRANTIES |£JI 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AIL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE ■ ■_ 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk I 
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Sam need 
ud the si 

Is hel 

kilns? 

p to move 
rankings 

A YOUNG Vale 



financial help to 
move up the rank¬ 
ings and move on to 
international senior 
competitions. 

Sam Stephens has 
been prominent on the 
dry slope racing circuit, 
and is now making a 
name for himself on 
snow on the challenging 
Alpine circuit. 

Both surfaces require 
an extremely high level 
of technical ability, 
together with strength 
and fitness. 

He first came to 
prominence skiing for 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

Sam’s father, Paul, 
told The GEM: “It is 
with the latter that Sam 
is showing significant 
improvement, having 
been invited to join 
Reed’s School on their 
elite athlete programme 
with a scholarship 
awarded for his skiing. 

“While working for 
his A-levels, he has been 
put on a punishing 
strength and condition¬ 
ing programme, which is 
really starting to show 
results in a sport where 
there is no room for 
error, and the smallest 
mistake can mean disas¬ 
ter. 

“On the dry slopes, 
Sam followed up his 


first grand prix podium 
finish at Pendle with 
overall victory in the 
Welsh National 

Championships at 
Pontypool last 

September, an event 
which was entered by 
the top dry-slope skiers 
from around the UK.” 

Sam’s training for the 
winter Alpine racing 
programme had started 
in July, when at the rec¬ 
ommendation of his 
Welsh squad coach, 
Robin Kellen, he was 
given an invitation to 
train with the Snowsport 
England squad on the 
glacier in Les Deux 
Alpes, where he 
impressed the coaching 
team. 

He followed this with 
a week of glacier train¬ 
ing in Tignes (France) in 
October with the Welsh 
squad, and has been in 
Europe training and rac¬ 
ing over the new year 
and more recently in 
Switzerland. 

This latter trip took in 
both the Welsh Alpine 
Championships (at 
Champery) and the 
British Schoolboys 
Championships (at 
Meiringen). 

Paul Stephens said: 
“His primary focus at 
the Welsh was to 
improve his world rank¬ 


ing in the slalom and 
giant slalom events. 

“He succeeded in 
both events, coming 
22nd overall in both 
races in truly interna¬ 
tional fields, and he is 
now the reigning Welsh 
FIS champion in both 
events.” 

However, the cost of 
competitive skiing is 
daunting. Mr Stephens 
said: “With very little 
central funding available 
for skiing, Sam has 
already received some 
welcome support from a 
local charity. 

“In order to continue 
developing his career he 
is desperately in need of 
financial support and has 
applied for a bespoke 
fund to be set up in his 
name with the Skiers 
Trust of Great Britain 
Limited ( www. skier- 
strust.co.uk ), a regis¬ 
tered charity. 

“This enables tax- 
efficient donations to be 
made by both individu¬ 
als and companies, and 
the relevant Gift Aid 
forms are available on 
their website. 

“Sam is also actively 
seeking sponsorship 
opportunities and any 
interested parties can 
contact him at samp- 
stephens@gmail.com.'” 



ABOVE: Sam Stephens with some 
of his skiing trophies. 


COMPANY’S LIMO 
AUCTION BOOSTS 
IMPS FOOTBALL 



CHILDREN’S foot¬ 
ball in Barry has 
been given a boost 
by local funeral 
directors, who auc¬ 
tioned off one of 
their Jaguar limou¬ 
sines, including a 


Ffos Las win for Tim 


WINTERWOOD, an eight-year-old 
bay gelding trained by Tim 
Vaughan at Aberthin and ridden by 
the legendary A P McCoy, landed 
the Braceys The Friendly Builders 
Merchant Novices Handicap Chase 
at Ffos Las last week. 

The top-weighted Winterwood 
scored by one-and three-quarter 
lengths from the Nigel Twiston-Davies 
trained Arturo Uno. 

The Dunraven Welsh Foxhunters 
Hunters’ Chase went to Chloe 


Roddick’s Sericina who was winning 
for the fourth consecutive time. Last 
year’s winner, Beth Roberts’ Chesnut 
Annie, was a surprise non-starter. 

Meanwhile, the first of the two 
Curre and Llangibby Hunt Point-To- 
Point Steeplechases take place at 
Howick, near Chepstow, on Sunday 
(February 27), first race 12pm and 24 
hours earlier, Chepstow Racecourse 
stage their countryside race day. 

BRIAN LEE 


meal at a top bistro 
in the Vale, to help 
raise funds. 

The auction by AG 
Adams & Son raised 
£165 for Cadoxton Imps 
AFC, who were founded 
in 1972 and provide 14 
football teams, with ages 
ranging between 6 and 
15 years old, with every¬ 
thing needed, from kits to 
training facilities and 
training courses, all of 
which costs thousands of 
pounds every season. 

The successful bidders 
were Norma and Russ 
Morris, from Barry. A G 
Adams & Son arranged 
for a chauffeur-driven 
limousine to collect them 
from their home, they 
were taken for a ride 
around Barry Island 


before being taken to 
Llantwit Major, to dine at 
Illtyd 216 in the old part 
of the town. 

After paying towards 
their meal, the couple 
were taken home, with 
nothing but praise for the 
whole evening. 

Arthur Thompson, 
manager of A G Adams 
& Son, said: “For years, 
our staff at the funeral 
home have helped raise 
funds for local worthy 
causes, and will continue 
to do so as part of our 
ongoing commitment to 
the people of Barry and 
its surrounding areas. 

“Should any charities 
or organisations feel that 
as a company we can 
help with there fundrais¬ 
ing then please contact 
me at the funeral home.” 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • DISCS • MOTS • SERVICING 
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GEM sport 


CONFIDENCE, 
CONTROL, AND 
ERROR-COUNT 
KEY IN ROME 

I BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John I 


T HERE was a time when Italian 
rugby was viewed as a gritty but 
limited young upstart on the 
international scene - to be indulgently 
patted on the head, but not to be taken 
too seriously by the game’s big boys - 
and to a certain extent this perception 
still holds true today. 

The image was fed by periodic defeats of 
often epic proportions over the years, with 
Italy (more usually seen as a passionate foot¬ 
ball nation) on a long and painful learning 
curve after rugby union first took root there 
in the late 1920s. 

However, the Azzurri (the Blues) have 
slowly gained world respect with a hard-won 
reputation for producing rugged packs more 
than able to hold their own against the most 
formidable of opposition, even if this is not 
always mirrored in their back play. 

In 1997, they proved that they could no 
longer be taken lightly, particularly at home, 
with stunning victories over France and 
Ireland, and then showed this was no fluke 
by lifting Scotland’s scalp in 1998. 

The following year they were brought back 
to earth in Treviso with a 60-12 defeat by 
Wales, but had clearly shown they were a 
growing force to be reckoned with and in 
2000 deservedly won admission to what 
became the Six Nations. 

On February 15, 2003 in Rome, it was 
Wales’ turn to be humiliated when Italy were 
roared on to a 30-12 victory in a notorious 
match remembered for the Colin Charvis 
‘smile’ on camera, after the then Welsh cap¬ 
tain was substituted. 

(He has since insisted it was merely a sar¬ 
donic reaction to the score-line, but it never¬ 
theless caused outrage among fans shocked 
by the heavy defeat, to Italy of all teams!) 

Wales did get partial revenge some months 
later with a 27-15 win in Canberra, which 
opened the way to the quarter finals of the 
2003 World Cup, but like the rest of the 
home nations, they knew that victory could 
no longer be taken for granted against the 
steadily-improving Italians. 

Indeed, on March 11, 2006 the unthinkable 
almost happened when Wales were held to a 
nail-biting 18-18 draw on home soil in 
Cardiff - and then, almost exactly one year 
to the day, Italy secured a narrow victory by 
23-20 in Rome. 

In just 14 encounters between the two 
countries since 1996, the record book now 
reads: Wales 11 wins, Italy 2, with one match 
drawn. On only two occasions have Italy 
Been limited to a single figure total, with 


their forward-oriented power game invari¬ 
ably yielding a respectable points haul. 

So the warning for the Welsh team is clear 
as they head for Rome this weekend buoyed 
by the win over Scotland, but still struggling 
for form, and heedful of how close Ireland 
came to a shock defeat in Rome three weeks 
ago, saved only by the boot of O’Gara in the 
dying seconds. 

After the Welsh team’s victory in Scotland, 
head coach Warren Gatland had been 
expected to say ‘same again’ against Italy 
when he announced the team on Tuesday. 

James Hook’s virtuoso display in 
Edinburgh had seemingly assured him of a 
second start in the position he has always 
craved to fill, but had been thwarted by his 
region’s short-sighted refusal to see him in 
that role. 

(That was a decision the exodus-hit 
Ospreys camp will surely come to regret if, 
as expected, he blossoms in France and 
becomes the unquestioned heir-apparent to 
stalwart encumbent Stephen Jones after the 
World Cup). 

Unfortunately, the Welsh squad’s injury 
jinx struck again this week, when Jonathan 
Davies was forced to withdraw. It means the 
versatile Hook will now win his 50th cap at 
centre, with Jones regaining the No 10 shirt. 

This one enforced change should in no way 
weaken the Welsh line-up, but before the tal¬ 
ented threequarters can be unleashed, Wales 
will need to build on the vastly-improved 
pack display in Edinburgh and subdue, or at 
least contain, the Italian eight (no easy task). 

Confidence and control (in more ways than 
one!) could be the key, but providing the 
frustrating errors and indiscipline that have 
marred recent outings are eliminated, this 
Welsh team is surely capable of overcoming 
an Italian side still shell-shocked from the 
crushing defeat imposed by England two 
weeks ago. 

So long as they don’t forget what happened 
in 2003 and 2007! 

WALES TEAM 

Lee Byrne (Ospreys); Morgan Stoddart 
(Scarlets), James Hook (Ospreys), Jamie 
Roberts (Blues), Shane Williams (Ospreys); 
Stephen Jones (Scarlets), Mike Phillips 
(Ospreys); Paul James (Ospreys), Matthew 
Rees (Scarlets, capt), Craig Mitchell (Ospreys), 
Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Bradley Davies 
(Blues), Dan Lydiate (Dragons), Sam 
Warburton (Blues), R Jones (Ospreys). 
Replacements: R Hibbard (Ospreys), J Yapp 
(Blues), J Thomas (Ospreys), Josh Turnbull 
(Scarlets), Tavis Knoyle (Scarlets), Leigh 
Halfpenny (Blues), Rhys Priestland (Scarlets).^ 


Pencoed run in six tries 


PENCOED played an 
exciting brand of attacking 
rugby in this comprehen¬ 
sive 44-14 win over 
Bryncoch to move out of 
the relegation zone, and up 
to eighth place in Division 
Three South West. 

Tries flowed from Aaron 
Songhurst (2) Paul Richards, 
Aaron Payne, and Jamie Williams, 
with young Williams putting in 
his best performance for the club 


at 1st XV level. 

The pack also earned them¬ 
selves a penalty try. The side will 
now look to build on this perform¬ 
ance when they meet Cwmavon at 
home on March 5. 

The youth were very unlucky to 
go down 15-21 to Maesteg Celtic 
after scoring two tries, but con¬ 
ceding seven penalty goals! 

Pencoed Phoenix also went 
down in the senior women’s 
national Cup competition. Playing 
in their first-ever Cup competition 
against premier division 


Pontyclun, they lost by 46 points. 

However, there were good per¬ 
formances from Leanne Casley, 
Lowri Reeves, Hannah Brunskill, 
Marina Newth, Sarah Hughes, and 
Amy Stevens. 

On Sunday, they play their first 
game in Division One West at 
home to Waunarlwydd, 2.30 pm 
kick-off. 

Congratulations go to Rhys 
Clark, Jake Lewis, and Ryan 
Russell on representing the Boys 
Clubs of Wales in their 12-0 win 
over Gloucester under- 16s. TR 



Stuart Morris breaks away. 
Photo by GLENNSPORTS 


Fly-halves 
dominate 
as Athletic 
win derby 
double at 
Masteg 


CONDITIONS at the 
Old Parish ground 
were just about per¬ 
fect for this 
rearranged league 
game, a rematch of 
the first of the season 
won emphatically at 
Newbridge Fields by 
the Athletic in a dis¬ 
play full of passion 
and controlled 
aggression. 

In recent weeks, both 
teams had achieved a 
degree of success and 
Maesteg are fighting for 
their survival in this divi¬ 
sion, following their pro¬ 
motion last season. 

The Athletic kicked 
off and forced Maesteg 
to kick to touch. 
Symptomatic of what 
was to come, the visitors 
lost their own throw and 
the home team drove the 
maul 20 metres to half¬ 
way where the Athletic 
conceded a penalty. The 
kick to touch was fol¬ 
lowed by another series 
of drives which once 
again led to a penalty. 
Maesteg fly-half Gareth 
Goodridge was just wide 
with his kick at goal. 

The home team con¬ 
tinued to build on their 
position and good sup¬ 
port play led to a ruck 10 
metres out from the 
Athletic line and when 
the ball was recycled, 
Goodridge took advan¬ 
tage of a mismatch with 
Athletic lock Jonny 
Stoker to dart over for a 
try which he converted. 

The Athletic managed 
to regain the ball from 
the restart and at last had 
an opportunity to move 
the ball. Twice the ball 
reached Lindsay 

McCausland on the right 
wing. Once it was spilled 
and on the second occa¬ 
sion, Maesteg were 
forced to concede a 
penalty which fly-half 
Steve Lewis sent over 
from 40 metres. 

There followed an 
exchange of penalty 
kicks by the two 10s - 
both missed before 
Lewis slotted over anoth¬ 
er, this time from 45 
metres. It wasn’t long 
before the Athletic out¬ 
side-half had another 
opportunity when 

Maesteg prop Steve 
Tremlett, celebrating 200 
games for his club, trans¬ 
gressed and was sent to 
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exert pressure 
Maesteg once 
Scavenging 


scrum, but this time 
Lewis was unable to con¬ 
vert. 


strong prop Matthew 
Norman took an ill- 


and spending 10 minutes 
in the bin. 

Goodridge stepped up 


from 50 metres. He fol¬ 
lowed this up minutes 
later with a similar effort, 
giving the home team a 
13-9 half-time lead. 


line. Every time they 
cleared their lines, back 
came the home side. 

the sin bin. Lewis made penalty, but no further AftleSTwSe 

no mistake, again from action was taken against “hed off SLir own 
45 metres. the culprit. , „ 4 , 

The visitors were on Live-wire scrum-half a f . t ° rnndridpp 

top at this point and big Aled Thomas took a jj • ^ otted over g 
lock Jamie Doherty car- quick tap and ran at the g Th . 

ried the ball strongly to defence before passing to deep into Ae Maesteg 
«™ on centre Rob Coles, who ^ 

™° r f; raced over for his sixth Gavin Ronan drop p ed a 
T I i r ■ f , try of the season. This s i mp i e pass. Flanker 
Lloyd Evans forced a time Lewis made no mis- c ean williams swooned 
penalty at the back of a ta k e with the conversion. onto the ba n an d Connor 
Poor control at the MacDonald drove on to 
kick-off turned the ball find No 8 Tom Penry- 
Ayr „ , . .. „ over to the home team Ellis at his elbow to take 

omen s a er, i a and when Doherty the scoring pass. Lewis 
turned around when knocked tbe ball down , converted to take his 
he was sent to the sin-bin match tally to 21 and his 

indved hark at the hall by referee Mr MileS ’ season ’ s total to 96 - The 
i g , • , A . much to the consterna- final moments were 

from which Maesteg car- of the Athletic sup _ undistinguished, as both 
ried! forward and centre Again teams chased a miracle 

Stuart Moms interfered, L, , ., ^ . u .. 

conceding the nenaltv Goodndge put the penal- score but to no avail, 
conceding me penalty tykickover The win for the 

The Athletic were Athletic consolidated 
becoming more domi- their sixth position in the 

ands^XbJsSlinu nant and another yellow league, while the posi- 
and sent the ball sailing > tion of Maesteg is look- 

between the posts again 7 UW11 ^ d ,, n f 

— - - Maesteg player. This in g pretty bleak. 

time it was flanker Sean Next match for 
Cleary who transgressed, Athletic is at bottom club 
and Lewis stepped up to Felinfoel, where they go 
restore the eight-point with confidence high to 
Maesteg started the lead. progress further up the 

second half strongly but Complacency by the table > ^ ecially S1 J 
were unable to put any Athletic allowed , , & 

more points on the board Maesteg to exert some maicnes auiome^ 
and then, to make mat- sustained pressure on the v s 

tors worse as Morris 
returned for the Athletic, 

Maesteg’s centre Paul 
Smith infringed and was 
sent to cool his heels for 
10 minutes. The visitors 
kicked to touch but again 
lost the lineout. 

Goodridge was slow to 
get his kick away and 
Morris charged down. 

When the ball 
bounced into his hands, 
he took off on a 40-metre 
run, only to be caught 
five metres from the line 
by former Athletic 
flanker Ben Howe. 

Fortunately, Lewis had 
tracked the veteran all 
the way to take his slip 
pass and dive over for a 
try that he (amazingly) 
failed to convert. 

The Athletic had a 
resurgence of confidence 
and minutes later a great 
run and chip ahead by 
Lloyd Pemberton 

allowed him to catch 
home full-back Chris 
Jones in possession and, 
as the ball was turned 
over, what was almost 
certainly a scoring pass 
was knocked down by 
Howe to concede a 


Family fun... 

f l Bridgend 

GOLF 

Complex 


Induction or 
improvement I 

£15 PER | 
LESSON 

£42.50 for 3 I 
£80.00 for 6 


► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► All-weather flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


Fitness and Leisure .., 
The Healthy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 



































